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Grace Lutheran 
organ concert

Armed robberies 
at gas stations

Steele buys 
mower repair

Ernie Pyle home 
became museum

BIY: Bake It 
Yourself

PARIS FALLS
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Latest news, 
online extras

Grace Lutheran Church’s 
Christmas concert will 
showcase English carols, 
and the reception has 
English Christmas treats. 
GRACE, 5B

Casey’s and Circle K 
targeted within a day of 
each other, it is unclear if 
the incidents are related. 
NEWS, 3A

Brian Steele looks forward 
to continuing M&M Mower 
Repair’s record of great 
customer service as he 
takes over the shop from 
Mark Mattingly. 
COMMERCE, 7B

The restored childhood 
home of heroic war 
correspondent Ernie Pyle 
is now integrally linked to 
Edgar County 
HISTORY, 3B

Baked Christmas treats 
are a scrumptious and 
heartfelt way to wish 
someone a happy holiday. 
C’EST LA VIE, 1B

It’s been a tough week for 
the Paris Tigers as they 
fell to Teutopolis Tuesday 
and the Marshall Lions 
Friday, 73-37, both at PHS.
SPORTS, 9A

Join the conversation 
and have fun with us on 
Facebook! Search for The 
Prairie Press and “like” us.

Undefeated state champs

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

The Crestwood Lady Eagles seventh grade girls basketball team is all smiles after capping a perfect season — 25-0 — with the IESA Class 2A state champion-
ship played in front of a decidedly pro-Crestwood crowd Thursday, Dec. 12, at Paris High School. The Lady Eagles defeated Windchester 29-17 in the title game, 
never trailing en route to their second seventh grade basketball state title in the past three years. Team members with the state championship trophy and 
wearing their medals are, kneeling, from left, Kylee Kleptz, Mirayah Smith, Lottie Volstorf, Graci Watson, Bella Moreschi and Myah Bartos. Standing, from left, 
are assistant coach Matt Young, Kilee Edwards, Taylor Clark, Samantha Kindred, Reese Lehman, Mazie Mae Hawkins, Hailey Yantis, Sophie Henderson, Coach 
Missy Tingley and manager Kailey Young. Not present for the picture was assistant coach Dave Tingley, who was busy leading the Paris Lady Tigers to another 
win Thursday at Olney, boosting their record to 10-0. For complete coverage of the Crestwood title march, Thursday’s championship game and pictures from the 
evening, check out our coverage of page 9A and 11A.

LOCAL ARTIST SHOWCASES HER STITCHING TALENTS

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Needlepoint artist Roseann Moss stands by some of her Christmas pieces on display at the LINK Art Gallery in Paris. 
She incorporates a wide variety of textures, three-dimensional accents and bright colors into her works, setting 
a vibrant mood in the gallery space. She says the opportunity to show her work in her own community makes this 
exhibition particularly enjoyable.

Exhibit is sew amazing
BY SAMANTHA TUCKER
samantha@prairiepress.net

Needlepoint has a simple descrip-
tion: it is the art of embroidering on 
canvas. But like a knotted thread, 
something that seems simple can 
actually be full of hidden com-
plexity, and that is the conclusion 
viewers reach when they visit Rose-
ann Moss’ show “Artistry in Nee-
dlepoint” exhibit displaying at the 
LINK Art Gallery through Dec. 27.

Moss’ passion for fiber arts runs 
back through her entire life, sprout-
ing as a child as she watched her be-
loved grandmother at work. 

“My Grandma Zimmerly was a 
professional seamstress,” said Moss. 

Moss spent lots of time as a child 
with her grandmother and quickly 
picked up some textile skills. By age 
five she could even hem dresses for 
some of her grandma’s customers.

Embroidery was the natural con-
tinuation of Moss’ sewing interest. 
She began embroidering gifts and 
4-H projects, and her creativity 
grew from there. 

As an adult she pursued a formal 

needlepoint education at Callaway 
School of Needle Arts in Georgia, 
but until then she was self-taught by 
necessity. Most of the needlepoint 
patterns available to her only called 
for one kind of stitch. Moss found 
them boring.

“I began to make up my own 

stitches. Later I found out that those 
stitches had names and were written 
in books,” she said. 

In 1986, she was one of 24 women 
from across the state awarded a 
commission to design a needlepoint 
chair cover for the Chippendale 

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press
Roseann Moss’ body of work features fanciful portraits with rich textures. 
Inspiration comes in many forms for Moss, and she often has a detailed plan 
for how a piece will look before she begins.

See MOSS, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

A split Edgar County Board vot-
ed Wednesday, Dec. 11, to place a 
referendum question on the March 
2020 ballot seeking voter approval 
to create a 1 percent safety tax to 
help address issues with the Edgar 
County Jail and the need for more 
money to cover public safety ex-
penses.

The safety tax is similar to the 1 
percent school facilities tax voters 
approved in 2016. It is a sales tax 
but does not apply on every pur-
chase. Groceries and medicine are 
exempt as are big-ticket purchases 
like automobiles. The tax does ap-
ply to prepared food meant either 
for on site or off sight consumption 
as well as other purchases. Passage 
of the tax will not increase property 
taxes as it applies only to retail pur-
chases. 

Some discussion about the tax 
occurred at the board meeting 
but the in-depth conversation was 
during the Monday, Dec. 9, study 
session. The issues at that time were 
whether or not to seek the tax, if it 
should be three-quarters of a per-
cent or 1 percent and the wisdom 
of attaching a sunset clause to the 
tax as part of the referendum.

Board member John Chittick 
previously suggested the sunset 
clause as a way of making the tax 
more palatable to voters, but other 
board members saw that as a poten-
tial hamstring in the future.

“We are underfunded, and it is 
not just for the jail, but our depu-
ties and others are underpaid com-
pared to what other counties are 
doing,” said board member Derrick 
Lorenzen. “Those problems are not 
going away. It doesn’t make sense to 
have a sunset clause.”

Board member Dan Bruner 
also had reservations about a sun-
set provision. He said it may take 
some time yet to reach a final deci-
sion regarding the jail and if a new 
facility is needed the revenue from 
the public safety tax can pay the 
bonds, but not if a sunset exists. 

County will 
seek 1 percent 
safety sales tax
State statues control 
how money is used for 
public safety issues

See COUNTY, Page 1A



TODAY

HOLIDAY BAZAAR AT KNIGHTS 
OF COLUMBUS
The second annual Holiday Ba-
zaar at the Knights of Columbus 
Hall is 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Dec. 14 
featuring a large assortment 
of homemade goods, boutique 
items and lunch. Questions may 
be directed to 217-822-7623.

BARBERSHOP CHRISTMAS 
CONCERT
The Coles County Barbershop 
Harmony Society is performing 
at the Paris Center of Fine Arts 
at 3 p.m., Dec. 14. Adult tickets 
are $15, senior and military 
discount tickets are $13 and 
children’s tickets for ages 3-12 
are $10. Tickets are available 
online at www.pcofa.net or in 
person at Prospect Bank. Tickets 
are also sold at the door. 

COUNTRY CHRISTMAS SHOW 
AT HARLAN HALL
Jake Hoult is performing a Coun-
try Christmas and Show Dec. 
14 at Harlan Hall in Marshall. 
The $25 ticket price includes 
both the meal and the show. The 
menu is Salisbury steak, chicken 
noodles, mashed potatoes, 
greens beans, a variety of des-
serts, tea and lemonade. Tickets 
are available at the Casey State 
Bank and the bank’s branches 
in Martinsville and Marshall. 
Seating is first come first served 
and a ticket is required to enter 
the building. The doors open at 
5:30 p.m., with dinner service at 
6 p.m. and the concert starting 
at 7 p.m.
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MATTOON QUILT SHOW ENTRY DATE JAN. 10
The Mattoon Arts Council announces quilt exhibitors are wanted 
for the council’s annual January quilt show. The theme is “Color 
Me Happy.”  The deadline for online intent to exhibit submissions 
is Jan. 10, 2020. Exhibitors may enter two quilts, and all entries 
must have been created in the past three years. There is no fee 
to enter. Variations of quilts are encouraged and accepted. View-
ers choice award, quilter reception and prizes are all part of this 
annual show. The two-day exhibit is Jan. 25 and Jan. 26 in the 
Lone Elm Room of the historic train depot. Guidelines, rules and 
submission forms can be found on the arts council’s website, 
www.mattoonartscouncil.org. Questions may be directed to the 
tourism and arts office 217-258-6286.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

41   21
Prec: 20%

32   26
Prec: 0%

35   22
Prec: 60%

29   12
Prec: 0%

27   18
Prec: 0%

37   25
Prec: 30%

38   28
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Mostly cloudy with isolated areas 
of a rain/snow mix possible in the morning. 
Highs reach the lower 40s.

SUNDAY — Highs only top out near the 
freezing mark under partly sunny skies.

MONDAY — Cloudy with snow showers in 
the morning before changing over to a rain/
snow mix as highs climb into the mid 30s.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 7:03 a.m. 4:27 p.m. 7:02 p.m. 9:18 a.m.

SUNDAY 7:04 a.m. 4:28 p.m. 8:10 p.m. 10:08 a.m.

MONDAY 7:05 a.m. 4:28 p.m. 9:20 p.m. 10:52 a.m.

TUESDAY 7:05 a.m. 4:29 p.m. 10:31 a.m. 11:29 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 7:06 a.m. 4:29 p.m. 11:41 a.m. 12:03 p.m.

THURSDAY 7:07 a.m. 4:29 p.m. -- 12:34 p.m.

FRIDAY 7:07 a.m. 4:30 p.m. 12:51 a.m. 1:04 p.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .38°/23°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68° in 1984
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -4° in 1958

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1.01”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.38”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44.38”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40.70”

NORMAL:    High: 38   Low: 23     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU

Weather Wizard
@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 
 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts Zeman
Editor: Gary Henry
Contributors: Suzanne Williams, 
Ruth Patchett, Ned Jenison, Rog-
er Stanley and Danny Briseno.
Sports: Jeremy  Patterson, Jeff 
Chambers, Dan Dundas, Tim 
Hendershot
Photographers: Gary Henry, 
Adonna Bennett, Tina Jones, 
Christian Colvin, Cindy Spencer 
and Danny Briseno
Bookkeeper: Kim Stewart/Patti 
Garver
Advertising: Nancy Zeman/Cliff 
Macke
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Page Design: Samantha Tucker, 

Nancy Zeman
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 

Wednesday prior to the 
Saturday publication.  Adver-
tising (display or classifieds 
ads) are due 1 p.m. Thursday 
prior to the Saturday publica-
tion. 

About Us: The Prairie Press 
Paris Beacon News (USPS 
420580) is published weekly 
on Saturday by Prairie Bea-
con LLC and is delivered to 
residents in and around Edgar 
County, Clark County, Doug-
las County, Vermilion County 
and Coles County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no liability 
through typographical error 
and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. 

 Copyright 2019 by Prairie Beacon 
LLC. All rights reserved. Re-
production in whole or in part 
without written permission is 
prohibited. 

ABOUT US

SERVING EDGAR COUNTY SINCE 1848SERVING EDGAR COUNTY SINCE 1848

Published byPublished by
Prairie Beacon, LLCPrairie Beacon, LLC

Nancy Roberts Zeman, publisherNancy Roberts Zeman, publisher

Gary Henry, editorGary Henry, editor

The Prairie Press/Paris Beacon News Volume 6 No. 15 is published weekly 
on Saturdays by Prairie Beacon LLC. USPS 22895  to mail at Periodical 
Postage Prices at Paris, IL. post office, 61944. POSTMASTER:  Send 
address changes to The Prairie Press/Paris Beacon News at 101 N. Central 
Ave, Paris, IL 61944.

Paris Beacon-NewsParis Beacon-News

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclu-
sive of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 
 

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Verna 

Smith at 217-822-0953 for more 
information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of 
the Edgar County Farm Bureau 
building, 210 W. Washington, 
Paris. Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. 
and the meeting begins at 
5:30 p.m. Information about 
the Weight Watchers system is 
available at www.weightwatch-
ers.com, or by attending a 
meeting.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS

TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the High-
land Manor Community Room 
with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting 
at 9 a.m. More information is 
available by attending a meeting 
or calling Jo Ellen Edmonds at 
251-4722.

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The Paris Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Auxiliary weekly dinner 
is 5-7 p.m. Dec. 19 at the post 
home. The $5 meal is beef and 
noodles, mashed potatoes, vege-
table, roll and beverage. Dessert 
is available for $1 extra.

UPCOMING

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. the first and third Satur-
days of every month for 2019.

CHRISTMAS DINNER
The First United Methodist 
Church of Paris is doing a free 
community Christmas dinner 
noon, Dec. 25, featuring ham, 
potatoes, vegetables, salad, 
cakes and pies. Everyone is 
welcome to attend and the goal 
is provide for people who don’t 
have a place to go or otherwise 
have a Christmas dinner. It is 
free but anyone who wants to 
attend must call the church, 
217-465-4215, before Dec. 23 
so there is an accurate account 
to assure the preparation of 
enough food.

CLINIC CLOSINGS
Horizon Health announces 
clinic closings for the Christmas 
Holiday. The clinics in Paris and 
Oakland close at noon Dec. 24. 
The Chrisman Clinic is closed 
all day Dec. 24. EZ care is open 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Dec. 24. All clinics 
and EZ Care are closed Dec. 25.

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381

firstmid.com

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317
dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
with a new First Mid Purchase Mortgage Application.

UP TO $400 CREDIT.

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND APPROVAL. 
ONE DISCOUNT OFFER PER CUSTOMER. 

MAXIMUM CREDIT $400.

OFFER GOOD FOR OWNER-
OCCUPIED PURCHASE 

MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED THROUGH 12/31/2019.

Ask us about financing with  
LESS THAN 20% DOWN!

Settle in with a Low Down Payment!

Visit us online and click on

to start the process!

FINANCE A HOME

	 
	

	
	
	
	

Busey.com

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

EXPECT
MORE

GET  
MORE

News
Commentary

Sports 
Advertising 

Quality

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

www.prairiepress.net
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GET BACK ON COURSE

Liberation Loanthe

Relief from high interest debt with one low monthly payment

It’s time to

INQUIRE TODAY!
217-465-4154

Subject To Credit Approval. Qualifications & Restrictions Apply

PUBLIC LIVING ESTATE AUCTION
AUCTION WILL TAKE PLACE INSIDE COMMERCIAL TENT, POLE BARN & GARAGE - HEAT PROVIDED 
•2012 JD 2720 Utility Tractor w/Loader & drive-over Mower Deck • Farm Equipment & Imple-
ments • 2004 Jeep Wrangler X 4.0 6cly Eng/5-Speed • 2011 Yamaha Rhino 700 FI 4x4 Sport 

Edition • 2) Artic Cat Snowmobiles 600 XRT & 580Z EXT • 6x12 Utility Trailer • Hustler Z4 
54in Zero turn, 25hp Mower • 10ft Sears John boat w/trolling motor • Welder & Supplies • 

Hunting Supplies/Duck Decoys, Alum Dog Box • 10K Diamond/14k Gold Ladies Ring & Assort 
Jewelry • Appliances •  Glassware, Crocks & Pottery • Advertising Items • Paris, France Décor 

• 5pc Solid Cherry Bedroom Suite • Antique & Collectibles • Marble Top Kitchen Island • 
Shop, Lawn & Garden Items • Sewing Machine/Craft Supplies • Nice Assort Linens/Quilts/
Tapistry • Lg Set Noritake Nippon China • Victorian Display Items • Lg Assort Holiday Décor 

Auction Location: 15807 N. 450th St. Martinsville, IL. 62442 – GPS  39.376334, -87.929406
Auction Date & Time:  Saturday, December 14, 2019 at 10AM (CDT)

Sellers:  Micky & Andrea Cooper, Living Estate
Personal Property Preview:  Friday, December 13th, 2019  – 2pm - 4pm (CDT)

For Terms, Photo’s, Sale Flyer go to: www.ucmarshall.com 
Auctioneers Note: Micky & Andrea have taken a job transfer, so they have decided to sell a very large 
amount of their personal items at Public Auction. This is a very nice and clean living estate filled with 

antiques, collectibles, farm, sports equipment that the Coopers have collected over several years.  The 
JD tractor, Yamaha Rhino, Artic Cat snow mobiles and Jeep Wrangler all have very low hours/miles. 

They owned a store and sold several antiques and collectibles, crafts, glassware & interior décor. We 
will be running 2) auction rings. This will be approximately a 4 hr. sale, so come on out and bring a 

friend and enjoy your auction experience. Food and restrooms will be available the day of the auction. 

Larkfield  GlassLarkfield  Glass

West from Paris on 133 / North on 1200E / West 3 miles on 1200N

Looking for a special gift?  
Come out and choose a one-of-a-kind glasspiece from our displays.

Glassblowing Open House

Sunday,
December 15th  

12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Saturday,
December 21st 

9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Justin Hefner is not going 
to prison for falsely presenting 
himself as a federal agent with 
a plan to arrest Paris resident 
Bradley Collier for an FBI se-
curity breach.

Hefner, 42, of Terre Haute, 
Ind., and originally from Paris, 
was sentenced to two years of 
probation Tuesday, Dec. 11, 
by Judge Steven L. Garst.

“I am taking into account 
the 662 days you have already 
served,” said Garst. “If I sent 
you to the Department of 
Corrections you would prob-
ably only have the 60-day pro-
cessing period before being 
released on parole. I don’t see 
any reason to hold you for just 
60 days.”

A contributing factor to 
Hefner’s long period in custo-
dy was seven-months he spent 
in an Illinois Department 
of Human Services (IDHS) 
mental hospital for treatment 
after being deemed unfit to 
stand trial. A second, but 
shorter, stay in the hospital 
followed.

Hefner was arrested Feb. 17, 
2018, when he appeared at the 
Edgar County Jail dressed in 
body armor and a partially ob-
scured badge claiming to be a 

Department of Defense agent. 
He also had what appeared to 
be a semi-automatic pistol in 

a chest hol-
ster across 
the bullet-
proof vest. 
That weapon 
subsequently 
turned out to 
be a BB gun. 

Law en-
forcement did find an unload-
ed and cased AR-15 rifle in 
Hefner’s vehicle. Along with 
the rifle, a large quantity of 
ammunition, including a fully 
loaded 100-round drum mag-
azine, was also discovered in 
the vehicle. 

Hefner requested assis-
tance from the deputies on 
duty in arresting Collier and 
transporting him back to the 
jail. Deputies got Hefner into 
the secure portion of the jail 
where he was placed under ar-
rest without incident.

Throughout the process 
Hefner has persisted in a 
claim that he is a federal agent 
and has threatened to arrest 
numerous court officials for 
treason because they are im-
peding a security breach in-
vestigation.

A sentencing hearing gives 
a defendant an opportunity to 
make a statement to the court 
that is not subject to cross-ex-
amination. Hefner’s state-
ment in allocution took a new 
course to explain his actions.

According to Hefner, Car-
rie Collier, the wife of Brad-
ley Collier, is a lifelong friend 
of Hefner’s wife and at one 
point when, again according 
the Hefner, the Collliers were 
having a rough period in their 
marriage Carrie Collier stayed 
with the Hefner family.

He told the court the two 
women had a disagreement 
and he ordered Carrie Collier 
to leave their home. 

“My wife has Lupus, and I 
didn’t want her stressed,” said 
Hefner.

The couple later learned 
Collier was involved in a 
car crash that killed another 
woman and injured two chil-
dren. Collier was also serious-
ly injured.

“I have to live with the guilt,” 
said Hefner, claiming his ac-
tions were responsible for the 
crash, the injuries and death.

A few days before appearing 
at the jail, Hefner asked the 
Paris Police Department to 
assist him with a welfare check 
on Carrie Collier. That visit to 
the Collier home resulted in 
Bradley Collier obtaining an 
order of protection.

During his statement in allo-
cution, Hefner claimed his visit 
was the result of Carrie Collier 
reaching out and urging Hef-
ner’s wife to check on her. 

He again insisted the 
charges against him are wrong, 
the information presented in 
court was false and his actions 

misunderstood. He expressed 
concern about the emotional 
turmoil this process has taken 
on his family, although no-
body attended his hearings, 
the trial or the sentencing.

“I have PTSD and people 
provoke me,” said Hefner. 
“I’m trained to take torture. 
My family is not.”

Edgar County State’s Attor-
ney Mark Isaf told the court a 
prison sentence is needed be-
cause presenting one’s self as a 
peace officer in order to com-
mit a crime places the public 
at risk.

Isaf argued nothing in Hef-
ner’s statement indicated re-
morse or accepting responsi-
bility for his actions. 

“He didn’t have any accep-
tance of facts as determined 
by the jury,” said Isaf.

Public defender William 
McGrath argued the existence 
of several mitigating factors to 
justify a probation sentence. 
Topping the defense’s list was 
the multiple findings by men-
tal health professionals that 
Hefner suffers from delusions, 
and even when the IDHS psy-
chiatrist deemed Hefner fit 
to stand trial, the report con-
firmed the existence of con-
tinuing delusions.

“Mr. Hefner has written 
a voluminous record to the 
court, the defense and the 
state about why he can’t face 
charges,” said McGrath. “He 

has raised red herring after red 
herring showing a pattern of 
delusion. The court is obligat-
ed to look at the issue of men-
tal health for mitigation.”

McGrath also made notice 
that Hefner has no criminal 
history and he did not per-
sonally confront Bradley Col-
lier, or any other person, in a 
threatening manner. Instead, 
Hefner sought police assis-
tance. 

“He did not contemplate 
causing physical harm and 
with treatment it is unlikely 
he will ever do this again,” said 
McGrath. 

In handing down the sen-
tence, Garst made clear the 
items seized at the time of ar-
rest are forfeited and Hefner 
may not own, or have in his 
possession, any type of fire-
arm or dangerous weapon.

“You may not do any inves-
tigations while on probation,” 

said Garst, adding Hefner is 
also prohibited from having 
any contact with the Collier 
family.

Other specific conditions 
of Hefner’s probation include 
keeping the probation office 
constantly advised of his ad-
dress, since it was not clear 
at the time of the hearing 
where he will live after being 
released, and not move to a 
new location unless it is first 
approved by the probation of-
fice. Hefner must also report 
all medications prescribed 
to him by Veterans Affairs or 
other medical/mental health 
provider and take such medi-
cation as prescribed.

“Mr. Hefner, I understand 
the problem with delusions 
is people don’t believe they 
are delusional,” said Garst. 
“I would urge you to seek 
help through the VA or other 
source.”

Hefner is sentenced to probation after trial
Length already held 
in custody factors 
into the decision

HEFNER

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Two early morning armed 
robberies in little more than 
a 24-hour span have local po-
lice pursuing every lead.

“I can confirm there were 
two armed robberies this 
week,” said Paris Police Chief 
Eric Brown.

The chief said the first rob-
bery occurred at 1:58 a.m. 
Dec. 10 at the Casey’s on Jas-
per Street.

“A firearm was displayed,” 
said Brown. 

The second robbery was 
3:18 a.m. Dec. 11 at the Circle 
K on Jasper, and again a fire-
arm was shown to the victim. 

“It appears to be a hand-
gun,” said Brown, adding 
authorities believe the two 
incidents could be related, al-
though he declined to discuss 
particulars of the ongoing in-
vestigation. 

He noted the perpetrator 

or perpetrators took precau-
tions to be fully covered by 
clothing, which makes identi-
fication more difficult.

In response to the inci-
dents, Brown is putting more 
people on the late shift to get 
a quicker response should an-
other crime occur. Police are 
also working with local gas 
stations and other businesses 
seeking advice about security 
and how to respond. Immedi-
ate advice for retail clerks is 

to be safe and surrender the 
money.

“At no point, is your life 
worth trying to stop an armed 
robber,” said Brown.

Both robberies resulted in 
a total loss of approximately 
$140 between the two busi-
nesses. 

Brown said investigators 
have some information they 
are looking at, and urged any-
one with knowledge about 
those involved or if they per-

haps saw something in the 
vicinity to share it with police. 
All leads will be investigated.

“We don’t want or need 
this in our town,” said Brown.

These two armed robberies 
follow an armed robbery at 
Wendy’s Restaurant in Oc-
tober 2018 pulled off by two 
men and resulted in the sav-
age beating of the restaurant 
manager.

Brown said there is no con-
nection between the 2018 in-

cident and the robberies ear-
lier this week. The Wendy’s 
robbery remains an active 
investigation.

Police do have some people 
of interest in the Wendy’s case 
and have conducted inter-
views in Indiana. 

“We have submitted evi-
dence to the crime lab and 
are waiting on results,” said 
Brown. “The crime lab is so 
far behind it is difficult to 
move our cases.”

Armed robberies target gas stations
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 BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

An Indiana man cannot 
withdraw an admission to vi-
olating his probation sentence 
for felony drug and alcohol 
convictions.

Ethan R. Daniels, 40, Terre 
Haute, Ind. learned the court 
ruled against his motion to 
withdraw his admission to a 
petition to revoke his probation 
sentence for a Class 4 felony 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance and a Class 2 felony ag-
gravated driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol convictions. 
After reviewing the transcripts 
of the petition hearing, the 
bench ruled there is no ground 
for a withdrawal. A presentenc-
ing investigation was ordered 
and the matter was continued 
for a sentencing hearing.

Other individuals appearing 
before the bench for the Dec. 2 
and Dec. 5 criminal and traffic 
calls in the Edgar Circuit Court 
included:

IN CUSTODY
nMichael A. Adamovich, 

34, Terre Haute, Ind., appeared 
in custody and was charged 
with a Class 3 felony posses-
sion of methamphetamine. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed, and Adamovich’s 
request for personal recogni-
zance was denied. Bond was 
set at $5,000. The matter was 
continued for the preliminary 

hearing. Adamovich was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nErnest E. Boyd, 46, Rock 

Island, appeared in custody 
for a bond reduction hearing. 
The motion was denied and 
his unresolved Class 2 felo-
ny illegal possession of child 
photography by a sex offender 
and a Class 4 felony grooming 
charges were continued for a 
pretrial conference. Boyd was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nRandy J. Bramlett, 52, 

Paris, appeared in custody for 
missing a previous court ap-
pearance. He was presented 
with a petition to revoke his 
conditional discharge sentence 
for a Class A misdemeanor do-
mestic battery conviction. The 
public defender was assigned, 
and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel. Bramlett was released 
on a personal recognizance 
bond and was remanded to 
custody pending release pro-
cessing.
nApril L. Davis, 38, Paris, 

appeared in custody for miss-
ing a previous court appear-
ance. She was presented with 
a petition to revoke her proba-
tion sentence for a Class 3 felo-
ny possession of methamphet-
amine conviction. The public 
defender was appointed, and 
the matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference. Davis was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.

Admission withdrawal denied
nLance Sawyer, 23, Paris, 

appeared in custody. His un-
resolved Class 3 felony failure 
to register as a sex offender 
charge was continued for a pre-
trial conference. Sawyer was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nDevon L. Deweese, 19, 

Paris, appeared in custody. De-
weese was charged with a Class 
4 felony criminal trespassing 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
violating an order of protection 
after being served. The public 
defender got the case, and the 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing. Deweese 
was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nToni L. Graham, 33, Broc-

ton, appeared in custody, was 
charged and pleaded guilty to a 
Class A misdemeanor domes-
tic battery charge. She was sen-
tenced to two days in jail with 
credit for two days previously 
served, one year of condition-
al discharge, a $200 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. 
She was ordered to obtain do-
mestic abuse counseling per an 
evaluation and ordered to have 
no contact with the apparent 
victim. She was remanded to 
custody pending release pro-
cessing.
nThomas D. Martin, 56, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class 4 fel-
ony criminal trespassing and a 
Class A misdemeanor criminal 
damage to property. The pub-
lic defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing. Mar-
tin was released on a personal 
recognizance bond. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
release processing.
nKenneth W. Nicholson, 

40, Paris, appeared in custody 
and pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class 2 
felony burglary, a Class 3 felony 
theft and a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
charges. His bond was reduced 
to $2,500 from the original 
bond of $7,500. He was or-
dered to have no contact with 
the apparent victim and was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nAnthony R. Rauch, 30, 

Terre Haute, Ind., appeared in 
custody, and pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to 
two counts of a Class 4 felony 
domestic battery and a Class 
A misdemeanor aggravated as-
sault. His bond was reduced to 
$5,000 from the original bond 
of $10,000. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference, and he was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond. 
nLance Sawyer, 23, Paris, 

appeared in custody. His un-
resolved charge of a Class 3 
felony failure to register as a 
sex offender was continued 
for a pretrial conference. Saw-
yer was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nRonald R. Sons, 29, Terre 

Haute, Ind., appeared in cus-
tody and was charged with a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine, a Class 4 
felony theft and a Class A mis-
demeanor resisting a police of-
ficer. The public defender was 
appointed. His request for per-
sonal recognizance was denied 
and bond was set at $2,500. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond. 

Subsequently, Sons appeared 
in custody three days later 
and pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to the three 
charges. The matter was con-
tinued for a pretrial conference. 
Sons was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nCharles G. Wells, 20, Par-

is, appeared in custody and ad-
mitted a petition to revoke his 
probation sentence for a Class 
4 felony criminal damage to 
property conviction. He was 
resentenced to 60 days in jail 
with good conduct credit to 
apply with credit for 14 days 
previously served, one year of 
conditional discharge and or-
dered to pay all prior financial 
obligations. 

In another matter, Wells 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class C mis-
demeanor disorderly conduct 
charge. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled. He was granted 
a personal recognizance bond 
and remanded to custody 
pending release processing.

CHARGES
nJason R. Ball, 41, Paris, 

was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor of violating an 
order of protection. The public 
defender was appointed and a 
not guilty plea with a jury trial 
demand was entered. The mat-
ter was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nMatthew L. Hutchinson, 

26, Terre Haute, Ind., was 
charged with a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine and a Class A misde-
meanor driving on a suspend-
ed license. The case went to the 
public defender and the matter 
was continued for the prelimi-
nary hearing.
nBret D. Jeffries, 26, 

Rosedale, Ind., was charged 
with a Class A misdemeanor 
driving on a suspended license. 
The public defender was as-
signed and the matter was con-
tinued for a first appearance 
with counsel.

nDalton C. Lewis, 27, Par-
is, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
revoked license charge. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed. The matter was continued 
for the first appearance with 
counsel.
nPreston E. Ray, 30, Paris, 

was charged with a Class 2 fel-
ony failure to register as a sex 
offender. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for the prelimi-
nary hearing.
nLindsey Siebert, no age or 

address provided, was charged 
with a Class A misdemeanor 
retail theft. The public de-
fender was appointed, and the 
matter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nKane A. Cruz, 20, Par-

is, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on 
a suspended license. He was 
sentenced to one year of con-
ditional discharge, a $300 fine, 
court costs and various state 
fees.
nSusan N. Elam, 32, Terre 

Haute, Ind., admitted a petition 
to revoke her probation sen-
tence for a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
conviction. A presentencing 
investigation was ordered and 
the matter was continued for 
the sentencing hearing.
nKenny L. Husher Kanash, 

29, Chrisman, admitted a pe-
tition to revoke his probation 
sentence for a Class 4 felony 
possession of a controlled 
substance conviction. A pre-
sentencing investigation was 
ordered. The matter was con-
tinued for the sentencing hear-
ing.
nThomas D. Martin, 56, 

Paris, admitted a petition to 
revoke his probation sentence 
for a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine convic-
tion. A presentencing inves-
tigation was ordered and the 
matter was continued for the 
sentencing hearing.
nMatthew M. Morgan, 30, 

Charleston, pleaded guilty to 
a Class A misdemeanor bat-
tery charge. He was sentenced 
to one year of conditional dis-
charge, a $400 fine, court costs 
and various state fees. He must 
obtain counseling per an eval-
uation, and he was ordered to 
have no contact with the ap-
parent victim.
nEric D. Paige, 28, Paris, ad-

mitted a petition to revoke his 
conditional discharge sentence 
for a Class A misdemeanor do-
mestic battery conviction. He 
was resentenced to 60 days in 
jail with good conduct credit 
to apply subject to the court’s 
discretion and one year of con-
ditional discharge. He was or-
dered to pay all previous finan-
cial obligations and ordered to 
complete his recommended 
counseling.
nAshley N. Scales, 26, Broc-

ton, was charged and pleaded 
guilty to a Class A misdemean-
or driving on a suspended 
license. She was sentenced to 
one year of conditional dis-
charge, a $400 fine, court costs 
and various state fees.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nToby J. Brandenburg, 44, 

Kansas, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class 4 felony aggravated driv-
ing while license is revoked and 
a Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a revoked license charges. 
The matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nTyresha L. Cox, 35, Dan-

ville, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license charge. The 
matter was continued for a pre-
trial conference.
nNathaniel L. Goodman, 

25, Paris, pleaded not guilty 

with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia and 
a Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of drugs 
charges. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled.
nJonathan T. Murray, 23, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class A 
misdemeanor failure to notify 
owner of damage to an unat-
tended vehicle and a Class A 
misdemeanor leaving the scene 
of an accident charges. A pretri-
al conference was scheduled.
nBrian D. Nicholson, 35, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor theft of utility 
services charge. A pretrial con-
ference was scheduled.
nMarcus D. Priest, 37, Til-

ton, denied a petition to revoke 
his conditional discharge sen-
tence for a Class A misdemean-
or driving under the influence 
of alcohol conviction. A pretri-
al conference was scheduled.
nAlexis Prouse, 20, Par-

is, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class A 
misdemeanor false reporting 
charge. The matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference.
nAustin T. Scales, 20, Broc-

ton, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class 2 
felony failure to report an acci-
dent with an injury and a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license charges. A 
pretrial conference was sched-
uled.
nChristina Y. Sohaski, 47, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to two 
counts of a Class A misde-
meanor driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol and a Class 
A misdemeanor driving under 
the influence of an intoxicating 
compound charges. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled.
nChristy L. Tingley, 32, 

Paris, denied a petition to re-
voke her conditional discharge 
sentence for a Class A misde-
meanor driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol conviction. 
The matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nDustyn W. Umberger, 

29, Paris, denied a petition to 
revoke his probation sentence 
for a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine convic-
tion. A pretrial conference was 
scheduled.
nShawn M. Wilguess, 21, 

Dennison, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor pos-
session of drug paraphernalia 
and a Class C misdemeanor 
disorderly conduct charges. 
The matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.

OTHER MATTERS
nTimothy A. Bradley Jr., 

36, Decatur, failed to appear 
in court. A letter to the court 
sought to quash his failure to 
appear warrant. The warrant 
was quashed, the ordered jail 
time dismissed and the sen-
tence for his Class 4 felony ag-
gravated driving on a revoked 
license conviction was contin-
ued for a jail status review.
nKyle N. Carter-Alvis, 26, 

Charleston, failed to appear 
in court. The court imposed 
a 46-day jail sentence with 
good conduct credit to apply 
attached to his Class A mis-
demeanor domestic battery 
conviction. A no-bond arrest 
warrant was issued.

WARRANTS
Warrants were issued and 

prepared when the following 
individuals failed to answer the 
court call: Barara Gallagher, 
32, Paris; Jermaine A. Johnson, 
35, Sacramento, Calif.; Steven 
M. Moore, 26, Flora; Corey L. 
Proffitt, 30, Saint Charles, Mo.; 
Jacqueline R. Russell, 30, Par-
is; and Terry L. Wimmer, 60, 
Paris.

COURT
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  In Loving Appreciation from the

Family of Virginia Sullivan 
We would like to express our sincere thanks and ap-
preciation for all of the condolences, expressions of 
sympathy, cards, memorial donations, and food 
as a result of the passing of our mother. A special  
thank you goes out to the Paris Police Department 
for their quick response, Scott Barrett for his com-
passion at Mom’s home, Stewart and Carroll, Tom, 
Mark and Jeff for your kindness and assistance with 
Mom. We would like to thank Mary Stoneburner and 
Julie Gross for leading the rosary at the visitation 
and Fr. Valery for the beautiful Mass and kind words 
in remembrance of Mom. Thank you to the ladies of 
St. Mary’s Altar Society for a wonderful meal. Thank 
you to Brad’s Florist and Weirs for all of the beauti-
ful flowers.

Thank you to all who were able to attend Mom’s 
90th birthday open house and reception nine days 
prior to her passing, in addition to all who attended 
the visitation and comforted us with your stories 
and kind words. 
We cannot take credit for this quote but all who 
knew her might appreciate it:
It was whispered to her ”You cannot withstand 
the storm” She whispered back, “I am the 
storm!”
Bless you all,
The Families of David Sullivan, Mike Sullivan, 
Lori Harmon, Greg Sullivan, Karen Overcash, 
Mark Sullivan and Andy Sullivan

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    
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Howard Tyler - Sales Manager
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We have Cremation Mausoleums

MARY YUZA
Mary Yuza, 101, of Paris, 

passed away at 8:40 p.m. Sat-
urday, Dec. 7, 2019, at Paris 
Health Care Center. She was 

a model for 
Form Fit 
in Chicago 
before her 
m a r r i a g e , 
and then she 
was a home-
maker and 
a volunteer 

cook at St. Mary’s School for 
12 years.  

A Mass of Christian Burial 
will be celebrated at 5:30 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 16, at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church with the Rev. 
Fr. Valery Burusu as celebrant. 
Entombment is 11 a.m. Tues-
day, Dec. 17, in Resurrection 
Cemetery Mausoleum at Jus-
tice. Visitation is from 4 p.m. 
until the service time Monday 
in the gathering space at the 
church. Stewart and Carroll 
Funeral Home is in charge of 
the arrangements. 

Mrs. Yuza was born Aug. 
9, 1918, in Chicago, the 
daughter of the late Joseph 
and Mary Sternal Rog. She 
married Joseph John Yuza Sr. 
April 15, 1939, at the Good 
Shepherd Church in Chica-

go. He passed away Feb. 15, 
2006.  

Survivors include four 
children, Joseph John “Joe” 
(Beth)Yuza Jr. of Wichita, 
Kan., John Joseph Yuza of 
Paris, Jeffrey ( Joan) Yuza 
of Lakewood Ranch, Fla., 
and Mary Jo (Larry) Edens 
of Ada, Okla.; seven grand-
children, Joe (Kara) Yuza 
III of Wichita, Kan., Steve 
Yuza of Chanute, Kan., Mike 
( Jenifer) Yuza of Wichita, 
Kan., Jennifer (Francois) Ein-
waechter of Bradenton, Fla., 
Logan ( Jessica) Edens of 
Oklahoma City, Okla., Lara-
mie Edens of Ada, Okla., and 
Cullen Edens of Ada, Okla.; 
and 10 great-grandchildren.  

She was preceded in death 
by one daughter, Janice Jean 
Yuza; three sisters, Sophie 
Rog, Josephine Zitney and 
Clara Cygan; and one grand-
child, Clayton Edens.

Mrs. Yuza was a member of 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 
St. Mary’s Altar Society and 
the Grandmother’s Club.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Paris. 

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

CRYSTAL WHITE
Crystal F. “Cricket” White, 

55, of Paris, passed away at 
10:57 a.m. Monday, Dec. 
9, 2019, at Union Hospital, 

Terre Haute, 
Ind.  She was 
an assembly 
operator for 
TRW.

Following 
c r e m a t i o n , 
a memorial 
visitation is 1 

to 4 p.m. Saturday, Jan.4, 2020, 
at Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home. Private interment is at 
a later date in Edgar Cemetery.

Ms. White was born April 
24, 1964, at Charleston, the 
daughter of the late Verble J. 
and Lois C. Gosnell White.  

Survivors include five sib-
lings, Benita (Ron) Jones of 
Paris, Jeffrey (Kathy) Gosnell 
of Marshall, David W. (Linda) 
Gosnell of Redmon, Lois A. 
White of Paris and Michael J. 
(Carrie) White of Paris.  

She was preceded in death 
by one brother, Martin G. 
White.    

Ms. White was a member of 
New Hope Ministries Church 
in Paris.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

JEREMY TOMLINSON
Jeremy S. Tomlinson, 43, 

of Paris, passed away at 4:07 
p.m. Monday, Dec. 9, 2019, 
at Carle Foundation Hospi-

tal, Urbana. 
Following 

c r e m a t i o n , 
a memori-
al service 
is 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, 
Dec. 18, at 

Stewart and Carroll Funer-
al Home. Burial is in Edgar 
Cemetery. Memorial visita-
tion is from 1 p.m. until the 
service time at the funeral 
home.   

Memorial donations may 
be made to Oliver United 
Methodist Church. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
stewartandcarrollfuneral-
home.com.

SALLY PARKINSON
Sally Sue Parkinson, 80, of 

Paris, passed away at 5:07 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 8, 2019, at Carle 

Hospital, Ur-
bana.  

 A service 
celebrat ing 
her life was 
10 a.m. Fri-
day, Dec. 13, 
at Temple-
ton Funeral 

Home, with Pastor Joe Irwin 
officiating. Burial followed in 
Edgar Cemetery. Visitation 
was from 5 to 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Dec. 9, at Templeton Funeral 
Home.

Memorial donations may be 
made to Oliver United Meth-
odist Church or to the Edgar 
County Animal Shelter.

 More information and on-
line condolences at www.Tem-
pletonFuneralHome.com.

DELORIS MAURER
MARSHALL – Deloris Ann 

Kirchner Maurer, 82, traveled 
on to her heavenly journey 

Dec. 12, 2019. 
She was able 
to spend her 
last earthly 
day in her 
own home 
surrounded 
by loved ones.

S e r v i c e s 
honoring her life will be held 
at Pearce Funeral Home. The 
funeral is 10:30 a.m. Monday, 
Dec. 16, at the funeral home. 
A brief graveside service in 
Forsythe Cemetery follows the 
funeral. Visitation is 2 to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 15, at the funeral 
home.  

Mrs. Maurer was born Nov 
27, 1937, the third child born 
to Oscar and Lucille Kirchner. 
She arrived into this world in 
Clarksville and was given back 
to Jesus in Clarksville. It was a 
cold Dec. 24, 1956, night when 
she married the love of her life 
Bob Maurer. He preceded her 
to heaven Feb 14, 2016. After 
spending their last three wed-
ding anniversaries apart, they 
will be together once again this 
year. Little did she know what 
blessings were ahead of her. 

Her love lives on through 
her children, George Maurer, 
Noble Maurer, Roy (Denise) 
Maurer and Sara (Jim) Bur-
dick, all of Marshall. Her legacy 
carries on through her grand-
children who call her fondly, 
"Grandma Dode." Grandma's 
blessings are Taylor Maurer, 
Chris Maurer, Cayla Maur-
er, Emily Bays, Elissa Maurer, 
Elaina Maurer, Alyssa Dossett, 
Dalton Sanders, Demi Burdick 
and Jesse Burdick. She was also 
Grandma to six great-grand-
children. She is also survived 
by her sister, Kay (Richard) 
Williams.

Siblings Reba Pickens, John 
Kirchner, Connie Cooper, Judy 
Rhoads and Pearl Mollet have 
all made their journey to the 
next realm and without doubt 
were waiting to welcome their 
sister into God’s kingdom. 

Mrs. Maurer and her siblings 
grew up in the country and 
spent many days in the garden 
and canning the produce from 
the fruits of their labor. These 
were the days that taught her to 
be so hardworking and able to 
do whatever she set her mind 
to. She wore many bonnets 
in her day. She was an excel-
lent cook and baker. She had a 
green thumb that could grow 

a bounty. She was an amaz-
ing seamstress who stitched 
the most beautiful quilts. She 
wrote a column for our local 
newspaper for many years, ti-
tled, "Clarksville Chit Chat." 
She made it a point to keep in 
close contact with her family 
and neighbors to see how they 
were and if she could help them 
in any way. 

She earned her teaching de-
gree from EIU in 1957. She 
was married while he was in 
the Army and she was in col-
lege so some of their early mar-
riage was spent apart. Teaching 
was her passion. Teaching was 
what she was born to do. She 
started out teaching seventh 
grade in 1960 in Marshall. In 
1961, she started teaching fifth 
grade in the upstairs of the Old 
Girls gym. In 1963, she taught 
at the Old North School and 
in 1965 she landed at the new 
North School passing on her 
educational values to those 
blessed enough to have her for 
a teacher. 

She was a hands-on teacher. 
She made going to class an ad-
venture. In 1983, she won the 
Top Ten teachers in WTHI's 
awards and in 1984 she was 
chosen as Teacher of the Year. 
She was a member of Retired 

Teachers Association. She re-
tired in 1987, after 33 years. 
She was a member of home 
extension and enjoyed both 
teaching and learning through 
that program. Mrs. and Mr. 
Maurer both enjoyed many 
years as members of the An-
tique Power Club. She was also 
a member of the EIU Alumni 
Association. 

She will be so missed by 
those mentioned, sisters-in-law 
Rosalee Smith, Maxine Maur-
er, and Millena Maurer, broth-
er-in-law Larry Mollet, many 
nieces and nephews, former 
students, her friends and com-
munity. 

Mrs. Maurer’s actions and 
incredible example showed her 
children, grandchildren and 
students behaviors that should 
be emulated by all of us. She 
was a true role model.   

The family asks for the do-
nation of backpacks and/or 
school supplies for North Ele-
mentary School. There will be 
a basket at the funeral home to 
receive the donations. Those 
who make the donation are 
also asked to sign the designat-
ed book so gratitude can be 
shown.

Online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

LEON MACKE
MARSHALL – Leon 

Macke, 92, of Marshall, 
passed away Saturday, Dec. 

7, at Twin 
Lakes Rehab 
and Health 
Care, Paris. 

A service 
honoring his 
life was 1:30 
p.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 10, at 

Pearce Funeral Home, with 
Pastor Billie Ray Ulrey offici-
ating. Burial was in St. Mary’s 
Cemetery. Visitation was 
from noon until the service 
time Tuesday at the funeral 
home. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Lincolnland Hos-
pice.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

DARLA LEWIS
RIDGEFARM – Darla 

S. Lewis, 55, of Ridgefarm, 
passed away peacefully Tues-

day Nov. 12, 
2019. 

A celebra-
tion of life 
service is 1 
p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 15, at 
the Blakeney 
Building in 

Ward Park, Ridgefarm.   
Mrs. Lewis was born Oct. 

27, 1964, at Clinton, Ind., the 
daughter of the late Harvey 
and Frances Ward Eslinger.

Survivors include her 
daughter, Kylee Jo Lewis of 
Georgetown; sisters, Clara 
Duncan of Terre Haute, Ind., 
and Sylvia (Mark) Johnson 
of Georgetown; brothers, 
Ronnie Eslinger of Paris 
and Danny Eslinger of Terre 

Haute; and a host of nieces 
and nephews, great-nieces 
and nephews and great-great-
nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death 
by her brothers, David Es-
linger, Donnie Eslinger, 
Norman Eslinger, Leroy Es-
linger; and sisters, Wretha 
Compton, Rachell Pape, 
Gertrude Hacket and Phyllis 
Lawrence.

Mrs. Lewis was a former 
member of the Junk Yard 
Dogs Car Club and Bethel 
Baptist Church. She loved 
to donate her time to the 
Georgetown youth football 
and baseball clubs as well. She 
had many skills and hobbies. 
She enjoyed sewing, cooking, 
crafts, gardening and most 
importantly spending time 
with her family. She was al-
ways proud to announce that 
she was a great-great-aunt. 

JAMES GARNER
MARSHALL – James Mi-

chael “Mike” or “Froggy” 
Garner, 62, passed away Dec. 
12, 2019, at at his home.

A memorial service is at 
a later date. Pearce Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-

rangements.
Memorial donations may 

be made to Lincolnland 
Hospice.

More information and 
online condolences at 
w w w. p e a r c e f u n e r a l s e r -
vices.com.

 BOB CASKEY
PRESCOTT, ARIZ. – Rob-

ert “Bob” I. Caskey, 80 of 
Prescott Ariz., and formerly 
of Paris, passed away from a 
terminal illness Monday, Dec. 
9, at his home in Arizona. He 
was a barber and retired from 
Midwestern Gas. 

Per his wishes, there are no 
services.

Mr. Caskey was born Aug. 
9, 1939, at Paris, the son of 
the late Irvin and Carolyn 
Caskey. 

He is survived by his long-
time companion, Janet Far-
rell; daughter, Kelli Coleman 
of Calif.; sister, Linda (Da-
vid) Tucker of Paris; grand-
son, Desmon Coleman of 
California; and several nieces 
and nephews. 

He was preceded in death 
by his son, Kyle Caskey.

STANLEY ATKINS
 CASEY – Stanley Lee 

Atkins, 81, of Martinsville, 
passed away at 5:11 p.m. Mon-

day, Dec. 
9, 2019, at 
Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind.

A funer-
al service 
was 10 a.m. 
Friday, Dec. 
13, at Green-
well Funeral 
Home, with 
the Rev. Da-

vid Wilson officiating. Burial 
in Olive Branch Cemetery 
was accompanied by grave-
side military rites by Martins-
ville American Legion and 
Casey Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. Visitation was from 4 
to 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 12, at 
the funeral home.  

 Memorial donations may 
be made to Shriners Hospitals 
for Children or a charity of the 
donor’s choice. 

 More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  
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Editor, The Prairie Press:
I would like to thank Bee Well 

of Edgar County for sponsoring 
the Dashing Through the Lights 
event at Twin Lakes Park on 
Wednesday, Nov. 27.  

Our daughter, son-in-law and 
grandson were here from Lex-
ington, Ky., for the Thanksgiving 
Holiday. I bought them lighted 
necklaces and headbands, and 
they participated in the fun run.  

They thoroughly enjoyed it and 
hope that it will be a Thanksgiv-
ing tradition. It appeared to be 
well attended, so I hope you will 
sponsor the event again next year.  

Again, thank you for your 
efforts to keep Edgar County 
healthy.

Best regards,
Dorothy Carole Yaw

Chrisman

Impeachment is only 
way to keep democracy

Editor, The Prairie Press:
With allegiance to our found-

ers, the Constitution demands 
Trump’s impeachment. In a de-
mocracy the people are king, not 
the oppressive monarch we now 
find ourselves with.

In his famous response to a 
woman’s question – what kind of 
government do we have – Benja-
min Franklin said, “It’s a republic 
madam if you can keep it.”

Trump and the Republicans 
have spared no illegal effort to get 
him re-elected and to interfere 
and corrupt our elections once 
again to his benefit.

Defending the president is like 
building a house on quicksand, or 
how low can you go kicking and 

screaming til the very end? So 
when you enable a bureaucratic 
system that totally ignores in the 
process the checks and balanc-
es as Trump does and reduces 
complex problems like NATO 
to simplistic cave drawings, you 
get the Pied Piper and wherever 
that flute leads. Certainly not a 
dubious prosperity as Trump and 
his base would have you believe, 
but instead Trump becoming the 
laughing stock of the entire world 
and a serial abuser of power.

Anita Griffith
Vermilion

Impeachment a sham
Editor, The Prairie Press:
Mr. Bennett’s letter last week 

was only parroting Democratic 
talking points, which distort and 
twist facts as they want and rarely 
stick to the truth.

President Trump’s only defense 
of his alleged bribery of the 
Ukraine is that he did not do it. 
The transcript of his phone call 
proves as much since aid was nev-
er mentioned and the Ukrainian 
president has said he never felt he 
was being threatened. The pres-
ident is famous for holding back 
on aid in an attempt to get other 
nation’s to contribute. Nor does 
this president back down.

Had he shaken down the 
Ukrainians, he would have gotten 
what he wanted or they would 
have gotten no guns. But that 
didn’t happen. Eventually, the aid 
was sent – guns and missiles, not 
Obama’s blankets and pillows – 
and the Ukraine has not investi-
gated the Bidens.

What is not fair is a sham of 

an impeachment inquiry where 
only one of the many witnesses 
even heard the phone call; where 
Republican members of Adam 
Schiff ’s committee could not later 
reread the testimony, only a single 
page summary made by Schiff, 
and that only in the presence of 
a Democratic staffer; where the 
defense is not allowed to call a 
single witness; where the earliest 
proceeding were held in secret; 
and where the accused has al-
ready been tried and convicted in 
the media despite releasing proof 
of innocence.

As for Mr. Bennett’s other 
claims of Republican unfairness, 
Democrats have short memories. 
Mitch McConnell followed a 
Democratic precedence by not 
bringing to a vote a Supreme 
Court justice in an election year 
as argued by Chuck Schumer (D) 
in 2007, 18 months before the 
end of the Bush (R) presidency, 
and Joe Biden (D) in 1992 during 
the elder Bush’s administration. 
But they are Democrats, so that 
made it OK.

The president’s separation of 
children from their parents at the 
border was following President 
Obama’s policy; however, under 
Trump the children were housed 
in better facilities, with beds, 
wide-screen TVs, toys and classes, 
not in Obama’s famous cages, 
which the news wrongly attribut-
ed to President Trump.

President Trump’s so-called 
Muslim ban, which was validated 
by the Supreme Court, was not a 
ban on Muslims from all of the 50 
majority Muslim countries in the 
world, nor from France and Great 
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Are 
lobbyists 
so bad?

Have a cup of cheer this season, and then hand the keys to someone else
Holiday and office parties are occu-

pying many Edgar County residents as 
Christmas and New Years approach, 
most of which include alcohol.

So here’s an important question 
each of us should be asking when we 
see a loved one, co-worker or friend 
who might have had one too many 
cocktails: “Are you OK to drive?”

It’s a tough question some of us 
are afraid to ask. Those who aren’t 
have often faced the dreaded phone 
call from a policeman — or worse, 
a coroner — informing them their 
significant other, mother, father or 
child has been in an accident with a 
drunk driver. 

Every holiday, a friend of mine 
posts a heartfelt plea for those who 
are going out with friends to not drink 
and drive. Trust me, she knows. Her 
daughter was very nearly killed when 
a young man who was drunk hit her 
vehicle nearly head-on. It was only 
by the grace of God, skilled surgeons 
and doctors that her teenage daugh-
ter lived — and now is a mother of a 
beautiful baby girl herself.

The young man who was driving 
the other vehicle, by the way, is still 
driving and has been arrested for DUI 
again.

If that reminder isn’t enough, 
Paris residents should never forget the 
driver of the car which struck PHS 
principal John Allen and killed Mary 
Margaret “Marnie” Lutz and Paulette 
Brooks was drunk. 

We know drunk drivers kill — and 
are killed themselves — by the thou-
sands each year in the United States, 
often right after they have shaken off 
that most telling of questions: Are you 
OK to drive?

Every day, an average of 29 people 
are killed in drunk driving crashes — 
one person every 50 minutes.

We also know the holidays put more 
drunk drivers on the road.

This editorial, then, is simply a 

holiday season reminder we all do 
our best to keep people off the roads 
— including ourselves — when they 
have no business being behind the 
wheel of a car.

Ask that key question: Are you OK 
to drive? Ask it slowly and quietly, 
not in a confrontational way. Ask for 
the car keys if you have any doubts. 
Suggest another way to get home. Call 
the police if need be.

If somebody asks if you’re OK to 
drive, answer honestly if not: “No. 
I could use a ride.” Call a friend. 
Arrange for a ride in advance if one 
knows they’ll be drinking — or under 
the influence of any substance.

As of Jan. 1, recreational marijua-
na will be legal in Illinois. We can’t 
help but worry about what hospital 
emergency rooms will look like after 
midnight on New Year’s Eve.

Perhaps if someone had asked the 
driver who struck the Allen vehicle in 
March 1964: “Are you OK to drive,” a 
tragedy might have been averted.

How often should the answer to 
that question really be “No”? 

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

‘Are you OK to drive?’

Madigan 
forms new 
alliances

Dashing Through the Lights was a delight
YOUR VIEW
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The word on the street, say my insider 
friends, is that a lot of indictments are coming 
down soon as a result of federal public corrup-

tion probes in Chicagoland 
and Springfield, probably 
including both legislators and 
lobbyists. So, to stay ahead of 
the curve, I write this week the 
first of a couple of columns 
about the world of lobbying, 
the good and the bad. 

The term derives from 
those who hung around the 
lobbies outside the chambers 
of Congress back in the day 
of Abraham Lincoln, seeking 

to nab a lawmaker to persuade him to vote 
for or against the interests represented by the 
lobbyist. 

A lobbyist is an advocate, just as a lawyer is 
for his client. In the early 1990s, I was head of 
a statewide business group; half my job was 
to lobby. I was absolutely terrible at the job, 
which I left after just three years. An analyst 
by nature, I was always trying to see the merits 
and weaknesses of all sides of an argument. 
Wrong-o. When it comes to lobbying, where 
passionate advocacy of a client’s interests is the 
only position to take.

Complex legislative bodies couldn’t function 
without lobbyists. In Illinois, 6,000 or so 
bills are introduced every biennial session. 
Lobbyists — I’d guess a third of whom are 
women today — distill often complex bills into 
understandable chunks of information. They 
also convey, importantly, just how intensely 
their clients’ memberships feel about an issue, 
helpful to a lawmaker seeking re-election.

Here is a rather typical illustration of 
effective lobbying. Decades ago, I was a sec-
ond-term backbench member of the Illinois 
House. The Illinois State Medical Society asked 
me to sponsor a minor bill that would require 
all schools of medicine in the state to create 
the specialty of general practice, or primary 
care, medicine. As I recall, the cardiologists, 
surgeons, urologists and other recognized spe-
cialists opposed the bill, as they looked down 
their noses at the old GPs. But the Society and 
I thought it was a good idea, which it proved 
to be.

The Society is powerful in Springfield. Law-
makers look up to doctors, who have an inside 
route to their doctors — as a physician puts the 
stethoscope to the chest of his lawmaker pa-
tient, the doc can subtly promote the Society’s 
legislative agenda. And the Society has lots 
of money to direct to the campaign coffers of 
supportive legislators.

The Society’s lobbyist drafted the bill, 
provided the supporting information, brought 
doctors in to testify in committee, worked the 
members of the House, and counted noses of 
support. All I had to do was present the bill in 
committee and on the House floor. Piece of 
cake. It passed overwhelmingly.

That’s a good part of what lobbyists do. I 
used to tell my students the best of them get 
the right information, in the right format, to 
the right lawmakers, at just the right time. 
For example, you don’t overwhelm a possibly 
dim-witted lawmaker with a two-hour briefing, 
while the lawmaker with a PhD will be offend-
ed if you don’t do so.

The business group I lobbied for didn’t 
contribute money, but did provide invaluable, 
well-researched information to lawmakers. This 
came at the front end of the policy process, 
when ideas were being shaped to address prob-
lems facing government. 

Good information is a critical resource, but 
on big issues it often isn’t sufficient. I was rarely 
asked into the legislative leaders’ offices near 
the end of session. That was when details and 
deals were being hammered out on the big 
issues among lobbyists and top lawmakers, and 
where commitments of support or opposition, 
and prospects of future campaign contribu-
tions, were dangled, if implicitly.

The big business associations, unions, and 
myriad interests often turn to contract lobby-
ists  — who work for several or many clients 
each — for guidance as to where to direct their 
contributions, so as to support like-minded or 
persuadable lawmakers. 

By the way, I’ll bet you are a dues-paying 
member of one or more lobbies: teachers’ 
unions; your employer; veterans’ groups; 
school board, and so on.

A friend of mine defines politics and 
lobbying as “football without muscles.” There 
is pushing and shoving in the quest to win for 
one’s client. Winning is everything. For a lob-
byist, it means promotion or more business. 

And so in their quest to win, a few bad 
apples spoil the barrel for the 2,000 registered 
lobbyists in Illinois. The bad apples shove too 
hard, maybe offering illegal quid pro quos, such 
as money or the prospect of a cushy job after 
leaving the legislature, in return for handling or 
supporting legislation in behalf of a client.

The lure of money can obviously be corrupt-
ing. How do we separate money, as much as we 
can, from the hurly burly of politics? This will 
be the topic of a forthcoming column.

(For many years, Jim Nowlan was a senior fel-
low and political science professor at the University 
of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign. He has worked 
for three unindicted governors and published a 
weekly newspaper in central Illinois.)

JIM
NOWLAN
ILLINOIS 
PERSPECTIVE

The oddest political cou-
ple in the state's Democratic 
Party is teaming up again.

Illinois 
House 
Speaker 
Michael 
Madigan 
is backing 
yet anoth-
er young 
protégé of 
progres-
sive US 
Rep. Chuy 
Garcia 
(D-Chicago) for the Illinois 
House at a time when 
other people appear to be 
distancing themselves from 
or even challenging the 
powerful House Speaker.

Madigan will help put 
state Rep. Celina Villanue-
va (D-Chicago) into the 
Senate to replace soon-to-
retire disgraced Sen. Martin 
Sandoval (D-Chicago).  
Madigan shares Sandoval's 
Senate district with Rep. 
Villanueva, who worked for 
Garcia when he was a Cook 
County commissioner 
and was appointed to the 
House at Garcia's request 
to replace now-Ald. Silvana 
Tabares (23).

In Villanueva's place, 
Madigan will back Edgar 
Gonzales, a constituent ser-
vices liaison for Congress-
man Garcia's district office. 
Gonzales is a Harvard 
graduate, but is otherwise 
a lifelong resident of the 
area. He filed petitions last 
week to run for the seat in 
the spring primary after the 
Madigan and Garcia opera-
tions spent the weekend go-
ing door to door with him. 
If all goes well, he'll also be 
appointed to the House 
seat after Sandoval officially 
retires and Villanueva 
moves to the Senate.

Both Madigan's 13th 
Ward and his 22nd House 
District are majority 
Latinx. He has the regular 
vote already sewn up, of 
course, so his big favors 
for the progressive Latino 
pol Garcia prevent any 
significant challenge to his 
local power and influence, 
and even to some extent his 
statewide influence, from 
his left flank.

This alliance also helps 
See MILLER, Page 7A

RICH
MILLER
CAPITOL 
FAX

See LETTERS, Page 7A
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“Where service makes the difference” 

Madigan deal with the anger 
from some Northwest side 
Latinos allied with former 
Rep. Luis Arroyo (D-Chica-
go), who appointed Eva-Di-
na Delgado to Arroyo's seat 
after Arroyo was arrested 
by the feds and resigned, 
despite local support for 
another candidate from 
the party's left wing, Nidia 
Carranza.  The appointment 
was against Madigan's wish-
es. The pols have threatened 
a federal civil rights lawsuit if 
Madigan follows through on 
his threat to challenge Rep. 
Delgado's qualifications and 
ejects her from his chamber.

Garcia, in turn, expands 
his influence over city and 
state politics without having 
to expend much effort. 
That's a big plus for Garcia 
because he didn't do well 
at all in city council races 
earlier this year. Garcia's 
candidates lost two races 
on the Southwest side (Ald. 
Ed Burke's 14th and Ald. 
Ray Lopez's 15th), the 

MILLER
FROM PAGE 6A

Britain, which have large 
Muslim populations. It banned 
only those six countries on a 
list prepared by the Obama 
administration of failed states 
where it was impossible to 
eliminate terrorists from 

among the refugees.
As for Marie Yovanovitch, 

she did not like Trump, was 
reluctant to implement his pol-
icies and did not get along with 
Ukrainian President Zelenski. 
Her honorable move would 
have been to resign as Cyrus 
Vance did instead of whining 
to Schiff’s committee. Every 

ambassador serves at the plea-
sure of the president. It was the 
president’s pleasure to replace 
her. Period. Obama replaced 
all major ambassadors. None 
of them whined on TV.

Mr. Bennett needs to get his 
facts straight.

Jane Wittmer
Paris

LETTERS
FROM PAGE 6A

Pilsen-centered 25th Ward and 
another on the Northwest side 
against Ald. Ariel Reboyras, 
who took the lead in backing 
Eva-Dina Delgado's appoint-
ment to the House.

Reboyras was the first to 
threaten a lawsuit if Delgado is 
drummed out of the House by 
Madigan. Reboyras voted Ar-
royo's 36th Ward proxy at the 
meeting to appoint Delgado.

Ald. Ed Burke's 14th Ward 
is majority Latinx, but he is 
going old school Chicago on 
his Latino challenger. Burke 
was indicted on a 14-count 
corruption charge last summer, 
but he's stubbornly refusing to 
go away.

Freshman state Rep. Aaron 
Ortiz (D-Chicago) defeated 
Ald. Burke's brother, Rep. Dan 
Burke, in the 2018 Democratic 
primary. Ortiz then decided to 
challenge Ald. Burke for 14th 
Ward Democratic Commit-
teeperson. But, on the last day 
of the petition filing period, 
Alicia Elena Martinez filed to 
run against Rep. Ortiz in the 
House district and also filed 
to run for committeeperson 
against Burke and Ortiz. 

What's going on?
Martinez is an active 

member of Ald. Burke's ward 
organization. This is a classic 
put-up job. Martinez's candida-
cy should help split the Latinx 
vote in the ward race between 
herself and Ortiz, which could 
help Burke get the most votes. 
She's also likely an insurance 
policy should something bad 
happen to the indicted pol 
before primary day.

The Martinez challenge of 
Rep. Ortiz is also designed to 
force the incumbent House 
member to choose which 
race he wants to focus on, his 
reelection bid or the commit-
teeman job.

Burke is playing hardball 
to the end and Ortiz has very 
little money to fight.  He had 
just $5K in his campaign bank 
account at the end of the third 
quarter and, as I write this, has 
reported raising $16K since 
then. Burke has over $9 million 
in his two campaign funds.

(Rich Miller is the editor of the 
Capitol Fax blog and newsletter, 
which he has been publishing for 
more than 20 years. His email is 
capitolfax@gmail.com.)

“I REMEMBER CHRISTMAS” IN REHEARSAL

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Doug Wilson, of HGTV and TLC’s “Trading Places” leads the cast in “I Remember Christmas” at 
Hidden Garden Antiques and Tea Room in Christmas. In the show, lifelong friends get together 
annually for a Christmas celebration – except Wilson. Here he offers his list of Christmas griev-
ances and why it is a bah, humbug holiday before the others attempt to change his mind. Seats 
are still available for today and tomorrow’s matinee shows. Call 251-2636 for more information 
about seating.
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ELBRIDGE TOWNSHIP 
– It has been a long time com-
ing and required some out of 
the box thinking to happen, 
but a new $1.4 million im-
provement to Edgar County 
infrastructure is about ready 
for use.

Guardrails were installed 
Thursday and Friday on the 
new Staley Bridge and Edgar 
County Highway Engineer 
Aaron Lawson anticipates 
the bridge will be available 
for motorists to use by Friday, 
Dec. 20, but site work will not 
be completed until the 2020 
construction season.

“It will be an open rock 
road only,” said Lawson. “The 
contractor will come back 
next year to seal the road.”

Other work remaining on 
the punch list for suitable 
weather includes final grad-
ing and seeding of the earth-
work, planting trees and con-
structing a pond to satisfy the 
Illinois Department of Natu-

ral Resources requirements 
for salamander mitigation.

The bridge is in the habitat 
of a rare species of salaman-
der

“There is a salamander 
pond that has to be built,” 
said Lawson.

Efforts to erect a bridge at 
the site started in 2012, or 
before, and gained impetus 
in June 2018 when a Jeep at-
tempting to cross a low water, 
slab crossing was swept into 
Sugar Creek by rushing wa-
ter. That incident ended with 
the safe rescue of a woman 
and her child but illustrated 
the need for a safer crossing 
at the location.    

It is no easy task to build a 
bridge especially when coun-
ty and township taxes do not 
generate enough to finance 
an undertaking of this mag-
nitude. Lawson said federal 
Highway Bridge Program 
money is sometimes avail-
able to replace a structurally 
deficient bridge or repair a 
bridge, but those funds can-
not be used to build a bridge 
where one has never existed.

The county does receive 
approximately $185,000 an-
nually from the state through 

the Township Aid to Bridge 
Program, but that amount is 
too small to do much. Law-
son said the money can be 
saved for projects but it can-
not be held for longer than 
five years, or it must be re-
turned to the state.

According to Lawson, the 
bridge financing was broken 
into thirds with saved Town-
ship Aid to Bridge Programs 
contributing one-third, com-
bined funds from Elbridge 
Township and the county 
making up a third and the fi-
nal amount was borrowed.

“We plan to pay back the 
loan through future Town-
ship Aid to Bridge Program 
payments,” said Lawson.

The loan for the project 
was made by a special fund 
administered by EnerStar.

“EnerStar got a USDA 
grant in 1997,” said Angie 
Griffin, EnerStar’s vice pres-
ident of utility services. “As 
those funds came back in it 
created a revolving loan fund.”

The United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Rural 
Economic Development 
Loan & Grant program pro-

vided the startup money that 
EnerStar uses to assist in eco-
nomic development within 
its service area. No funds 
coming into EnerStar through 
customer’s utility bills are 
used for making loans.

Griffin said the REDLG 
and the utility’s general funds 
are kept separate, although 
the board of directors over-
sees both. She added the inci-
dent of the Jeep getting swept 
away was a strong incentive 
for the EnerStar board to help 
with the bridge as a health 
and safety measure.

“It’s not just cars,” said 
Griffin. “School buses can 
now use that road and our 
utility trucks can get through 
there to restore power if there 
is an outage. It is also going 
to help L&A Farms business, 
but it is the health and safety 
of the people traveling in the 
area that is key.”

She considers the loan 
from EnerStar as seed money 
to make the project a reality 
as part of an ongoing effort 
to help.

“As the money is paid back 
into the revolving fund, it will 
be there to help with other 
projects,” said Griffin.

Lawson is pleased with 
how things turned out.

“This is economic devel-
opment for the county,” said 
Lawson. “I think EnerStar 
and the county board deserve 
credit for working together 
and seeing the potential. The 
goal is to get all of the out 
of state cars we see in L&A’s 
parking lot to their location 
in a safe manner. I have to 
give a lot of credit to Elbridge 
Township Road Commis-
sioner Mike McConkey for 
seeing the problem and push-
ing for a solution.”

Staley Bridge is almost ready for use

furniture in the office of the 
President of the University 
of Illinois. Afterwards she 
pursued her formal artistic 
education in Georgia, 
attended juried shows across 
the country, taught classes 
and opened a business 
selling needlepoint patterns 
wholesale to needlework 
shops.

When asked about where 
she finds inspiration, Moss 
said it comes from, “Just see-
ing things, Mother Nature.”

Her work is full of nature, 
with carefully rendered ani-
mals, flowers and landscapes. 
Even her abstracted pieces are 
meticulously planned wheth-
er they depict bouquets of 
flowers with wild ribbons or 
mesmerizing geometric ka-
leidoscopes of thread. Her 
portfolio also brims with fan-
ciful portraits of women that 
showcase the full breadth of 
materials available in embroi-
dery.

“I use woolens, silks, silk 
blends, cottons, mohairs, an-
gora, metallics, leathers and 
all types of fibers,” Moss said. 
Silks are her personal favorite 
for their smooth finish.

Beyond nature, holidays 
are another favorite theme, 
particularly Christmas and 
Independence Day. Her 
copious Christmas piec-
es are grouped throughout 
the LINK exhibit, includ-
ing framed winter scenes 
and Santa Clauses as well 
as stitched pillows and nut-
crackers.

Retirement has given Moss 
plenty of time for her art, and 
time is definitely something 
needlepoint art requires. 
Some pieces take several 
months to complete. In this 
light, the sheer volume of 
work is even more impres-
sive. Moss rarely counts up 
her hours, though. 

“It depends on the design,” 
she said. “And it takes all the 
fun out of it to try and keep 
track of time. This is my ther-
apy.” 

MOSS
FROM PAGE 1A

He added without the public 
safety tax the county does not 
have the ability to fund con-
struction of a new jail.

A 1 percent safety tax is es-
timated to generate $1 million 
in new revenue the county 
can use for public safety is-
sues. Board chairman Jeff Voi-
gt offered an opinion that a 
three-quarter percent tax was 
something the county could 
work with, but board member 
Andy Patrick disagreed.

“It’s like building a barn, it’s 
always too small,” said Patrick, 
noting if voters approve a 1 per-
cent sales tax the board has the 
option to collect less if experi-
ence shows the full amount is 
not needed. The board cannot 
collect more if three-quarters is 
the approved maximum, and it 
proves inadequate. That will re-
quire another referendum.

Patrick said the difference 
between three-quarters and 
one percent is not likely to 
make much difference with 
votes. 

While all of the board mem-
bers were reluctant to take this 
step, Karl Farnham Jr. was the 
most vocal in opposition. 

“The perception of the pub-
lic is the problem is the old 
jail,” said Farnham. “The insur-
ance company said about 10 

percent of the problem is the 
building. The real problem is 
the lack of administration, the 
lack of procedures, or no pro-
cedures, and no management.”

Farnham added while the 
Department of Corrections 
has some problems with the 
physical facility the inspectors 
are of the opinion it can prob-
ably be made workable. 

“The county and the sheriff 
need to get their ducks in or-
der before we go to the public,” 
said Farnham.

However, he acknowledged 
the safety tax is needed.

“As bad as I hate a new tax, 
we are just getting by. I realize 
we need more money for the 
future,” said Farnham, adding 
some of the people discussing 
this issue with him say a sales 
tax is more palatable because 
it also collects money from 
non-residents who come into 
the county to shop. 

Other board members had 
doubts the current jail can be 
made workable even though 
repairs are underway now 
while inmates are being housed 
in other jails and the building 
is empty. It was suggested an 
architect is needed to do an in-
depth study to determine if fix-
ing the jail is best use of money 
or if it is more cost-effective to 
build new.

“Right now we can’t even 
afford to hire an architect,” said 

COUNTY
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New bridge provides 
safe crossing of 
Sugar Creek

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Guardrails are going into place on the new Staley Bridge and the structure should be open to 
motorists Friday, Dec. 20, although the gravel surface approaches won’t be sealed until next year. 
The bridge replaces a low-water slab crossing in the creek. 

BY NED JENISON
njenison@mac.com 

The City of Paris present-
ed property owners an early 
Christmas gift this week with 
the annual canceling of tax 
rates to pay on some existing 
bond issues.

The city council, at its Mon-
day, Dec. 9, meeting, abated 
proposed property tax levies 
to meet annual payments next 
year on three earlier bond is-
sues. This action is taken every 
year since the bond payments 
are covered from income gen-
erated by the water-sewer de-
partment from the monthly 
customer water bills.

The original bonds were 
issued as general obligation 
bonds, which carry a lower 
interest rate paid by the city. 
These bonds normally are fi-
nanced by separate property 
taxes. However, they can be 

paid out of other city revenue, 
in this case the water-sewer in-
come, and the city has the op-
tion of canceling this portion 
of the city’s property tax rate, 
collected each summer by the 
county.

The remaining property tax 
levy or request to the county 
to collect was also adopted and 
will appear on the 2020 tax 
statements next year.

The short 10-minute council 
meeting wound up official city 
business for the year. By recent 
custom, the second meeting 
in December is canceled. The 
regular schedule of meetings 
at 5:30 p.m. on the second and 
fourth Mondays of the month 
will resume in January.

Three maintenance bids for 
work at the water and sewer fa-
cilities were approved Monday.

A bid to clean and repaint 
the city water tower on the 

Paris abates taxes to pay bonds
Simonton Windows property 
in the west industrial area was 
awarded to Handfland Paint-
ing Contractors for $207,702, 
which was the lowest of three 
bids submitted. This is part of 
the scheduled maintenance for 
the city’s three water storage 
structures.

Also approved was a pro-
posal from Wabash Valley 
Motors to inspect and repair 
a Fairbanks pump at the sew-
age plant for $4,146, and a 
proposal from Kirby Risk for 
a rebuilt high service pump 
drive at the water plant for 
$12,130.

The Police Pension Fund 
and Fire Pension Fund compli-
ance reports were also received 
for 2019, pending review by 
the pension boards.

The next city council meet-
ing is Monday, Jan. 13, 5:30 
p.m. at city hall.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – Solar arrays 
will be installed on Chrisman 
school property in the near 
future.

The board of education ap-
proved signing a letter of in-
tent with SolarShift of Moke-
na to install solar arrays at the 
grade school and high school 
campus of sufficient size to 
power the buildings. 

Part of the discussion re-
garded siting the two arrays. 
The exact location was not 
required at the time of signing 
and that gave board president 
Leslie Henry pause.

“If we go forward with the 
letter of intent and can’t agree 
on a site and have to back out 
that will cost us some money,” 
said Henry.

While board members 
had different opinions about 
where to put the panels, all 
agreed those differences are 
not insurmountable and a 
decision will be reached. An 
early plan to place the panels 
for the junior high and high 
school campus along the 
north edge of the property 
was not favored by SolarShift 
consultant Josh Barrett, who 
relayed his concerns to inter-
im district superintendent 
Jim Acklin.

Acklin said Barrett found 
the proposed area too confin-
ing and to avoid encroaching 
on the parking lot the panels 
must be extended out to the 
west, which in turn will re-
quire removing trees.

 “If your are going to take 
a lot of trees, I’d rather go 
south,” said board member 
Jim Ingram.

Board member Karen 
Webster also favored the 
south end of campus, which 
is more open and offers a 
shorter distance to trench the 
power lines from the panels 
into the school’s electric ser-
vice feed. She asked if that 
location will have an adverse 
impact on physical education 
classes and athletics because 
of the softball field in the 
southwest corner of the cam-
pus. 

“P.E. uses the area some in 
the spring and fall, but I don’t 
see the solar array as being in 
the way,” said principal Cole 
Huber, adding the softball 
field is only a reserve practice 
area.

The location for the panels 
at the grade school generated 
a little more discussion. The 
school district owns proper-
ty north of school and across 
Madison Avenue, but board 
members Steve Rogers and 
Steve Lorenzen suggested the 
solar panels will look better 
across Monroe Avenue, south 
of the school. That action 
will require buying property, 
which board member Mark 
Wyatt was hesitant to do.

Wyatt acknowledged go-
ing north will require more 
trenching to tie into the 
building’s electric service, but 
he said that expense will not 
be as much as having to buy 
property. 

Following the meeting, 
Acklin said a partnership be-
tween the school district and 
Longview Bank is making this 
project possible. 

“In big, round numbers, it 
will cost between $700,000 
and $750,000 to install the 

Chrisman schools are going solar
solar arrays on both cam-
puses,” said Acklin. “The 
district doesn’t have that 
kind of capital.”

That is where the bank 
comes in. Longview is 
paying for the solar system 
going on school property 
and for the school to ben-
efit from the production 
of electricity. Unit 6 will 
actually buy the electricity 
from Longview for a pe-
riod of 10 years at which 
time the school district 
will purchase the array for 
about 10 percent of the 
original cost. 

The array will still have 
an estimated 20 to 25 years 
worth of usable life at that 
point so for the next two 
decades after assuming 
ownership the school dis-
trict will enjoy almost free 
power.

“This arrangement has 
the potential to save tax-
payers hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars,” the su-
perintendent said.

According to Acklin, 
the economic benefit to 
Longview Bank is the tax 
credits and carbon credits 
the corporation will re-
ceive as a for profit busi-
ness. He described it as a 
win-win for every body 
including students because 
of the science project and 
other educational poten-
tial.

“We are on the cutting 
edge with this,” said Ack-
lin. “There are other school 
districts wanting to get 
into solar that are watch-
ing Chrisman to see how it 
turns out for us.”

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Roseann Moss credits her grandmother Roxie Zimmerly for 
inspiring her lifelong passion for fiber arts. Zimmerly was a 
professional seamstress who taught Moss how to sew in her 
early years. Moss’ piece “My ‘Special’ Grandmother” features 
Zimmerly’s portrait bordered by some Zimmerly’s own hand-
made lace, called tatting. 

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Roseann Moss’ favorite needlepoint on display in the LINK is 
“Alehouse Annie.”

Voigt. Money from the pub-
lic safety tax can be used to 
fund such a study.

Lorenzen added during 
the whole process of the 
insurance company and 
DOC saying the jail had to 
close, there were times it 
appeared a solution was in 
place only to see it fail.

“We don’t know with 
a high degree of certainty 
what it will take to get the 
jail open,” said Lorenzen. 
“We need the money to be 
nimble and do what is nec-
essary.”

One necessary thing per 
Farnham is following the 
DOC standard of having 
two corrections officers on 
duty at all times in the jail. 
Many times in the past the 
jail operated with only one 
jailer on shift.

“It will be expensive,” said 
Farnham. 

The final decision came 
at the Wednesday board 
meeting with a vote to 
place a referendum ques-
tion on the ballot asking 
voters to approve a 1 per-
cent sales tax for public 
safety use.

Chittick and Farnham 
voted no. The measure 
passed with support by 
board members Bruner, 
Lorenzen, Phil Ludington, 
Patrick and Voigt.



BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairie press.net

The Crestwood Lady Eagles put an 
exclamation point on a perfect season 
in the IESA Class 2A state title game 
Thursday at Paris High School, domi-
nating the Winchester Wolverines 29-
17.

Coach Missy Tingley’s team nev-
er trailed in the game and held Win-
chester scoreless in the second quarter.

Tingley, who has coached the sev-
enth grade champion team in two of 
the past three years, praised her team, 
many of whom also played in the IESA 
Class 2A sectional title game Wednes-
day. The Lady Eagles won that game 
and will play in the eighth grade state 
tourney beginning at 10 a.m. today at 
Havana High School.

“We were a bit gassed at the end of 
the game and got a bit out of sink,” 
Tingley said following the contest. “I 
made the decision to let the girls play 
Wednesday. The did what they had to 
do tonight in the game.”

Tingley teaches a tough defense and 
a disciplined offense. “We had more 
turnover than we usually do tonight,” 
she said. “But these girls are mentally 
tough and pushed through.”

Basketball is a team game and all the 
Lady Eagles played a role in the cham-
pionship game win. But when it comes 
to leading the way, seventh grader 
Graci Watson was in a class by herself 
Thursday.

 Watson’s smooth shot is not unlike 
the player who also wore number 33 
— Larry Bird. She confidently hitting 
five three-pointers including a spectac-
ular three that banked in as the buzzer 
went off at the end of the third quarter.  
Most of her shots, however, swished 
through with nothing but net. 

“She’s a well-rounded player and 
does a little bit of everything,” Tingley 
explained. 

Taylor Clark, the team’s point guard, 
scored three points and was the clam-
ing and steadying  influence for her 
team Thursday.

“A team is only as good as its point 
guard,” Tingley noted. “She’s matured 
a lot this year. She doesn’t play scared.”

Watson’s first cousin, sixth grader 
Bella Moreschi was also an imporant 
cog in the title game win. “Bella scored 
four points when we needed them,” 
Tingley said.

Crestwood never trailed in the 
game. The Lady Eagles grabbed the 
tipoff and only 8 seconds in the game, 
Watson swished her first three, giv-
ing Crestwood a 3-0 lead. Winchester 
countered with a basket, cutting the 
lead to 3-2 before Mazie Mae Hawkins 

added basket to put the Lady Eagles 
up 5-2. Winchester’s Brylee Lawson 
hit a three-pointer at the 4:50 mark 
in the first to tie the score but Watson 
hit another three with 2:09 left in the 
quarter to put Crestwood up for good.  
Adrienne Kaufmann hit a basket with 
1:32 remaining in the quarter — but 
that was as close as Winchester would 
get for the rest of the game.

Crestwood’s defense shut out Win-
chester in the second quarter, holding  
the Wolverines scoreless. Meanwhile, 
Moreschi and Hawkins each add-
ed baskets while Watson hit another 
three-pointer to give Crestwood an 
18-7 lead at halftime.

The Lady Eagles came out of the 
dressing room with the same deter-
mination. Watson hit a basket to put 
them up 20-7 before Kylie Clayton 
ended the drought for Winchester 
with a basket with 4:15 remaining 
in the quarter.  Watson hit another 
three to make the score 23-9 before 
Kaufmann hit a basket to cut the 
Crestwood lead to 23-11.   Winchester 
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Titans 
get first 
LPC win
BY  TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

HUME — The 
Tri-County Titan girls bas-
ketball team took its first 
Lincoln Prairie Confer-
ence win Thursday, dom-
inating Decatur Lutheran 
62-9.

The TCT team has kept 
its focus winning their past 
two games handily during 
this latest portion of the 
schedule with wins over 
Cumberland and Neoga in 
back-to-back nights.

Tri-County is tuning up 
for the tough Charleston 
Holiday Tourney.  

Thursday, it was the Ti-
tan skill and experience 
which proved to be a huge 
advantage from the open-
ing tipoff over a young and 
outnumbered Lions squad.

Tayler Barry scored the 
first 11 points of the con-
test helping Tri-County 
race out to a 27-2 lead after 
the first eight minutes and 
then putting the game on  
cruise control fto take the 
lopsided win.  

For the third game in a 
row, Coach Joe Morrisey 
was able to give all 14 
players valuable time out 
on the floor using various 
combinations throughout 
the contest keeping their 
focus on their assignments 
in each of the plays run.

Tri-County was 26 of 78 
overall for 33.3 percent and 
11 of 17 from the charity 
stripe for 64.7percent.  

Barry, who before the 
game was recognized by 
WCIA-TV out of Cham-
paign as their Athlete of the 
Week, led all scorers with 
21 points while the trio 
of Bella Dudley, Thaylee 
Barry and Emily Barrow 
had seven points each 
with Barrow adding seven 
rebounds.   Kaylenn Hunt 
had six points and five re-
bounds and Melia Eskew 
added eight steals and five 
assists.

LSA was 4 of 30 overall 
for 13.3 percent and only 
1 of 10 from the free throw 
line for 10 percent.   The 
Lions committed 32 turn-
overs.  Anna Lovekamp led 
the way with five points.

The Titans (9-2 overall, 
3-0 Lincoln Prairie) will 
travel to Paris on Thursday 
night for a huge non-con-
ference showdown against 
the Paris Tigers.   Tip time 
is set for 6 p.m. at Paris 
High School.

TCT 68, NEOGA 38
NEOGA — After help-

ing Head Coach Joe Mor-
risey get his 200th career 
win on Monday night, the 
Tri-County Titans girls’ 
hoops team was back in 
action with a road contest 
on Tuesday night in Neoga 
against the Neoga Indians.   
Having won three straight 
games, the current num-
ber ten team in Class 1A 
looked to keep the trend 
going knowing a daunting 
schedule loomed ahead.

After a close first quarter 
that saw Neoga take a 15-
13 lead after eight minutes, 
the Titans patented defense 
clamped down holding the 
Indians to just four second 
quarter point while the 
offense used that defense 
to surge with 24 points in 
the frame to take a 39-19 
lead at the half.  That surge 

See TCT, Page 10A

Dreaming Up the
Ideal Retirement
Is Your Job. Helping 
You Get There is Ours.

To learn more about why Edward 
Jones makes sense for you, call 
or visit a financial advisor today.

Lady Tigers roll 62-29
Paris girls dominate Olney, put away Marshall Lady Lions to improve to perfect 10-0
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
& DAN DUNDAS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

OLNEY — The Paris Lady 
Tigers rolled to another easy 
win Thursday, Dec. 12, down-
ing Little Illini Conference 
foe Olney 62-29.

 It is not a rarity that a pair 
of undefeated teams meet this 
early in the basketball season. 

It is a rarity that both of 
these teams reside in the same 
conference.

The Lady Tigers were nev-
er challenged, leading all the 
way en route to the victory. 
Paris moves to 10-0  — 3-0 in 
the Little Illini Conference —  
while Olney falls to 7-1, 2-1 in 
the LIC.

From the opening tip, 
the Lady Tigers from Paris 
showed that they were the su-
perior squad on the floor and 

in the conference. 
Coach Dave Tingley’s team 

outscored Olney in every 
quarter somewhat of a feat 
considering the Paris coach 
got all of his team in the game. 

At the first stop, Paris led 
by the score of 18-3. They 
stretched their lead to 21 at 
halftime, leading 34-13. 

Senior guard/forward Sar-
ah Isaf made her presence 
know in the half, scoring 18 
points.

Once again the Lady Tigers 
dominated in the third quar-
ter, a continuing theme of this 
season. Paris scored 20 more 
points while allowing just a 
total of 16 second half points 
to the team that many felt 
could contend with Paris for 
the LIC title this year. 

Isaf finished with a game-
high 31 points, including 

three 3-pointers while add-
ing six rebounds. Karrington 
Krabel added 16 points and 
hauled in eight rebounds. 
Madyson Rigdon, Katelyn 
Littleton and Trinity Tingley 
had five points apiece while 
Jenna Gates added two and 
dished out five assists.

The Tiger junior varsity 
squad was also victorious by 
the score of 53-12.

Paris will host Casey on 
Monday night in a varsity 
only matchup set to tip-off at 
6:15 p.m.

PARIS 72, MARSHALL 31
The Paris Lady Tigers con-

tinued their strong start in 
the LIC with a home victory 
against the Marshall Lady Li-
ons 72-31 Monday, Dec. 9.

Both teams played a close 
first half until Paris unleashed 

their fast break in the third 
quarter. Credit senior point 
guard Jenna Gates and her 10 
assists — most of which came 
in transition — that propelled 
the Tiger offense. 

“I told them at halftime that 
we need to play the defense 
we have been playing all year 
long,” said Tingley.  “We start-
ed off well, missed some easy 
shots and that got to our body 
language for a short time. We 
did better in the second quar-
ter was much better, and in 
fact held them to 15 points 
the rest of the game.”

Paris started the game up 
7-0, but Marshall stormed 
back with a handful of three 
pointers, their main attack in 
the first quarter. 

The Lady Tigers had several 
good looks during the quarter 
and were paced by a variety of 

shots from Sarah Isaf — but 
were unable to convert many 
of their other attempts. 

Even up 14-11, the Lady Li-
ons had turnover issues in the 
second quarter as well as foul 
trouble, going into the bonus 
halfway through the quarter. 
The Paris offense picked up 
slowly, with baskets from Kar-
rington Krabel, and some fast 
break baskets orchestrated by 
Jenna Gates, leaving the Lady 
Tigers up 29-22 at half. 

The Paris offense exploded 
in the third quarter, thanks 
to a quiet Marshall offense 
enabling Paris to get out and 
run on fast breaks. The Lady 
Tigers outscored Marshall 
27-4 in the quarter. “When 
we played good defense, it 
creates so many opportuni-
ties. It’s hard to understand 

See LADY TIGERS, Page XX

Tigers 
fall to
Marshall

25-0 and no more to go

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Crestwood’s Graci Watson (33), looks Winchester’s Adrienne Kaufmann (30) right 
in the eyes as she plays defense in Thursday’s IESA Class 2A state title game at 
Paris High School. Watson scored 18 points to help lead the Lady Eagles to their 
second seventh grade chanmpionship in the past three years.

Crestwood finishes season 
perfect with state title, 
winning 29-17 at PHS

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Crestwood’s Taylor Clark moves the ball 
down the floor in Thursday’s state title 
game. Crestwood won the contest 29-17 
over Winchester.See CHAMPS, Page 10A

BY DAN DUNDAS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

The Marshall Lions 
continued their basket-
ball winning streak over 
the Paris Tigers, taking a 
73-37 win Friday at Paris 
High School.

After sharing baskets 
in the opening minutes, 
Marshall went on a 7-0 
run using their half-court 
offense. The Tigers didn’t 
necessarily take bad shots, 
but had several shots rim 
out. JR Brinkerhoff got 
the Tigers going late with 
a layup and baseline jump 
shot. Marshall repeated-
ly pressured the Tigers in 
the full court and cotinued 
the press throughout the 
game. 

Both teams played even 
in the second, with some 
ill-timed traveling calls 
hampering the visiting Li-
ons. Marshall opened with 
a three but stayed quiet for 
the next few minutes, with 
their three point attempts 
rimming out. Paris slowly 
crept their way into the 
game, getting their offense 
restarted with a Preston 
Porter three-pointer, cut-
ting the Lion lead to 24-13. 

“Porter has warranted 
more minutes, because 
he’s not afraid to take good 
shots and he listens, and 
doesn’t pout,” Paris Coach 
Chase Brinkley said. 

The Lions went to se-
nior center Jesse Burdick 
in the post to generate 
some offense. The Tigers 
got a tough three point 
play foul from Jared Bow-
ers and took some mo-
mentum into halftime 
only down 30-21. 

Paris came out with 
some confidence to open 
the half. 

Logan Rhoads made the  
first basket then Mason 
Hutchings dropped a three 
pointer, cutting the deficit 
to four. After quietly start-
ing third, the Marshall of-
fense exploded. They used 
some post baskets to go 
up 37-27, then made two 
threes from the same spot 
on the floor. They then ran 
their lead to 49-31 off fast 
break layups, forcing a Par-
is T.O. at 1:31. The Lions 

See PARIS, Page 10A
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www.edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Come celebrate the holidays with us. 
at our office on 119 East Washington 
Street

for a Holiday Open House

Tuesday December 17th 
2:00 to 4:00 pm

Gregg A Whitkanack, CFP®, CLU®, 
AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

119 East Washington St 
Paris, IL 61944 
217-465-5484

OPEN DAILYOPEN DAILY    11 A.M. – 9 P.M.11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

SpecialsSpecials

Homemade Vegetable Beef and Chili
Pick up a Cup, Bowl or Quart!

(217) 465-5812 • 309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

Pizza Burger, ChipsPizza Burger, Chips & Drink & Drink
$6.00

BBQ Pulled PorkBBQ Pulled Pork
$3.50

Specials start Sunday

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

how fast we can get out on the 
run. We haven’t clicked like 
that, but when do, we go on a 
big run.” 

Gates compiled most of her 
game high 10 assists in this 
fashion, hitting outlet passes 
to Isaf and Krabel, both of 
whom were also strong in the 
half court as well, ending with 
21 and 17 points respectively.  

“The one person that 
would make a difference is 
Jenna Gates. She has to be en-
gaged on O and D for both di-
rections,” Tingley explained. 
“She’s the table setter both 
ways. I would like her to con-
tinue that. The touch on some 
of her passes are like a QB the 
way the ball can drop into a 

LADY TIGERS
FROM PAGE 9A

CHAMPS
FROM PAGE 9A

before Moreschi hit a buck-
et to make the score 25-13 
with 2:51 left in the quarter.  
With 7 seconds to go in the 
quarter, Watson stole the ball 
from Winchester and hit the 
spectacular three as the horn 
went off, giving Crestwood a 
commanding 28-13 lead.

Crestwood had a drought 
of its own in the final quarter 
unofficially turning the ball 
over eight times. The Lady 
Eagles just could not get a 
shot to drop, including sev-
eral layups under the basket. 
Meanwhile Winchester was 
scoring four points but just 
could not close the gap. Wat-

son ended the drought 
in 33 second remaining 
in the game hitting a free 
throw to bring about the 
final score of 29-17.

Watson led all scorers 
with 18 points on five 
three-pointers, a basket 
and one free throw. She 
also was credited with 
one assist and five steals.  
Hawkins and Moreschi 
each added four points 
for the state champions 
while Clark rounded out 
the scoring with three 
points.

Tingley emptied her 
bench and allowed all of 
her players to get into the 
lineup at the end of the 
game.

bucket. She is a tremen-
dous point guard.” 

Kate Littoleton also 
got in the action in the 
third quarter, with three 
of her own steals leading 
to layups, and three total 
three pointers, the latter 
of which was sent in on 
an off balance shot off the 
backboard to end the third 
quarter. Littleton played 
the fourth quarter with 
the young trio of freshmen 
that have gained experi-
ence closing out games. 

“We have a big game at 
Olney this Thursday, and 
we really want to get a 
stranglehold on the con-
ference. Our girls feel con-
fident now, but also with a 
chip on their shoulder.” he 
concluded.

In print.  
Online. On-the-go.

www.prairiepress.net
Serving Edgar County since 1848

half.   That surge was more than 
enough for Tri-County to need 
as Neoga couldn’t find an answer 
the rest of the game as the Titans 
rolled to a 68-38 triumph nab-
bing their fourth straight win.

Tayler Barry led all scorers 
with 24 points, five steals, and 
five rebounds while Bella Dud-
ley added 11.   Lillie Cox had 
eight points and Melia Eskew 
added seven points and six as-
sists in the win.

MORRISEY GETS 200TH WIN
Joe Morrisey has been a 

coach for 37 years in various 
sports from baseball to girls’ 
basketball during that time 

span. 
In 2002, Morrisey took over 

the reigns of the Tri-County 
Titans program which has risen 
towards the top of the area and 
the state since the inclusion of 
Shilon into the co-op with Kan-
sas and Oakland.   Last season 
was his biggest accomplishment 
as his Titans finished in fourth 
place in the state in Class 1A at 
29-6.  This season squad was off 
to a fast start at 6-2 heading into 
Monday night’s Lincoln Prairie 
Conference contest in Kansas 
against the Cumberland Pirates 
looking to keep that trend go-
ing.

The Titans faced a Pirates team 
with only 10 players and was un-
der a new Coach Sammi James. 

As the ball tipped, the Titans 

showed that the Pirates were 
no match for them jumping 
out to 28-2 first quarter lead 
and cruising to a 64-17 romp.   
However, this particular win 
ended win being a very special 
one for Tri-County.

The win gave Joe Morrisey 
his 200th win in his coaching 
career with this year being 
his twelfth season with the 
program compared to just 97 
losses in 297 career games.  In 
those seasons, Morrisey has 
averaged 18.1 wins in the pre-
vious years with his six seasons 
being the peak of them averag-
ing 24.2 wins a season.

The Titans on the evening 
went 29 of 67 overall for 43.3 
percent and 3 of 5 from the 
charity stripe for 60 percent.   
Bella Dudley led the way with 
13 points and five rebounds 
while Caroline Smith had 11 
points off the bench.   Melia 
Eskew had 10 points and four 
steals and the duo of Tayler 
Barry and Cailynne Phillips 
had eight points each with Bar-
ry adding four steals and three 
assists.   Kaylin Williams had 
three assists in the win.

The Pirates managed to 
make only two baskets the en-
tire game out of 42 attempts 
shooting 4.8 percent.  The one 
strong point was at the free 
throw line going 13 of 20 for 
65 percent.  Cumberland com-
mitted 38 turnovers.   Stormy 
Robinson led the way with six 
points in the loss.

TCT
FROM PAGE 9A

PARIS
FROM PAGE 9A

continued their press, and 
gained another basket and 
three pointer to go up 56-31, 
ending the quarter on a 26-5 
run. 

It was tough for even Brin-
kley to see. 

“We play well with teams 
for twenty minutes, then when 
the pressure starts, and things 
get tough we fall apart and fin-
ger point,” the first year Tiger 
coach said. “Good teams like 
Marshall and T-Town come 
together and you saw that with 
them tonight. You have to give 
them credit, after half when 
they came back we couldn’t 
stop it.” 

Entering the fourth, both 
teams went to their bench 
with less than four minutes in 
the third, as the Lions contin-

ued to get fast break baskets 
and three more three point-
ers. Marshall shot just under 
50 percent from beyond the 
arc while Paris struggled go-
ing three for 14. 

“We started out the year 
playing 16 minute games, 
getting to 22 minute games. 
We have good kids and they 
need to realize it’s a 32 minute 
game,” Brinley noted. “This 
is the toughest stretch most 
teams could have, but luckily 
we have it earlier in the sea-
son, and these types of games 
can prepare us for what we in 
the rest of the conference.” 

TEUTOPOLIS 62, PARIS 31 
The Paris Tigers suffered 

a tough non-conference loss 
against the visiting Teutopo-
lis Wooden Shoes 62-31 on 
Tuesday night. 

The Tigers got off to a solid 
start against an athletic and 
long Teutopolis team, but 
couldn’t answer a barrage of 
three pointers the Wooden 
Shoes hit. 

T-Town shot 8 of 24 from 
three point range, and though 
the percentages weren’t high, 
the constant threat opened 
other aspects of their offense.

“It’s second nature for what 
they do and their skill set,” 
Brinkley said. “It starts in their 
youth program, and they do 
the little things so well, ready 
to attack, cutting, ready to 
shoot, etc.” 

The Wooden Shoes familiar 
drive and kick offense wasn’t 
totally present in the first 
quarter and played into the 
hands of the Tigers. 

“They are a pretty talented 
team and they may not have 
had the best focus early, and 
that played right into our 
hands,” the Paris coach ex-
plained.  

Paris tried to keep their 
possessions as long as possi-
ble to keep the ball out of the 
hands of the Wooden Shoes. 
The hands of the taller and 
longer visitors constantly 
blockedm the passing lanes, 
in the faces of shooters in the 
pain and on numerous offen-
sive rebounds. 

Paris played a solid first 
half, especially with a quick 
moving first quarter. Par-
is knocked down a couple 
of three pointers, and Coy 
Landrum chased down Teu-
topolis shooters. 

“Coy did a good job in 

the first half, considering he 
wasn’t feeling well yesterday. 
He gave us some energy and 
toughness into the game,” 
Brinkley said.

After only being up 17-14, 
Teutopolis stretched out their 
lead going on a 9-0 run late in 
the second quarter, but Paris 
stayed focus on defense, only 
going into the half down 29-
20. Paris wasn’t able to muster 
much offense in the third, as 
the Wooden Shoes began to 
grab more rebounds and get 
out on the fast break. Mason 
Hutchings got his first points 
of the game off a three and a 
drive, but Teutopolis pushed 
their lead above 20 going into 
the fourth. 

Both teams hit their bench-
es with about six minutes re-
maining in the fourth to finish 
out the game. “We executed 
our game plan when we came 
out. We have to stay focused 
on the game plan the whole 
game. We’re a good first half 
team, but not so great in the 
second half. It’s a 32 minute 
game.” 

Jude Sullivan was the high 
scorer for Paris with 12, fol-
lowed by Mason Hutchings 
and Garrett King with 5 each. 
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Above, don’t be fooled. The scoreboard is correct and the Crest-
wood Lady Eagles are state champs, defeating Winchester 29-17 
Thursday in the IESA state tourney at PHS. Crestwood was the 
visiting team on the scoreboard but the gym was packed with 
enthusiastic Crestwood and Paris fans.

At left, the Lady Eagles proudly show off their newly acquired 
state title trophy and medals, completing a perfect, undefeated 
season for the team and Coach Missy Tingley.

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

There were plenty of smiles and tears as the Crestwood Lady 
Eagles hoisted their state championship trophy high for their 
fans Thursday, Dec. 12, at Paris High School.

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Crestwood Lady Eagle point guard Taylor Clark (2) makes a 
move on a Winchester guard during Thursday’s IESA Class 2A 
state title game. Clark was poised and sure moving the ball 
against taller defenders and the Winchester full court press. 
She finished with three points, two rebounds and two assists.

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

There was no doubt who had the most vocal and enthusiastic fans at Thursday’s IESA Class 2A state tournament championship game. While the Lady Eagles were taking care of business against a 
tough Winchester team 29-17, the Crestwood cheerleaders and the junior high Eagle Pack — complete with blue and gold face paint, costumes and hats, let their team know they were behind them.

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

It takes a village to bring success to any scholarstic activity — including parents who are running their daughters to and from 
practice, travel ball games, making sure homework is done and they are healthy. The parents of the Lady Eagles celebrate with their 
daughters and Crestwood coaches and players following their winning their state tournament title Thursday, Dec. 12, at Paris High 
School. 

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Lady Eagle captains Taylor Clark and Graci Watson accept the 
IESA Class 2A state tournament trophy as their teammate rush 
towards them to celebrate the win. Presenting the tropy was 
IESA assistant executive director Leslie Albee, who represented 
the IESA during the tournament, hosted by Mayo Middle School.

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

This is the payoff for all the floor burns diving the balls, jammed 
fingers, bruised ankles, late nights and early morning practices 
— the IESA state championship trophy and medals, waiting for 
presentation to the Crestwood Lady Eagles.

Crestwood girls for the win

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Crestwood Lady Eagle sixth grader Bella Moreschi did not let 
the older players from Winchester stop her from scoring, re-
bounding, dishing out an assist and forcing a turnover. Mores-
chi — who is the first cousin to fellow Lady Eagle Graci Watson 
scored four points.
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Crestwood 8th grade IESA Sectional Champs

GO EAGLES!

BANKPROSPECT.COM

MEMBER FDIC

Best of LuckBest of Luck
to theto the Lady Lady

EaglesEagles

IESA STATE BOUNDIESA STATE BOUND

GO EAGLES!GO EAGLES!

Good Good 
LuckLuck
Lady Eagles, Lady Eagles, 
you got this!you got this!  

Don, Jessica, Myah & Drake Bartos

GO EAGLESGO EAGLES
ALL THE WAY!ALL THE WAY!

Andy, Kit, Cate, Claire & Drew Kirby

Johna Todd
Sassy to Classy

Event Rental 
and Planning
217-822-7623

GO EAGLES!

88thth Grade Lady Eagles Grade Lady Eagles

STATE BOUNDSTATE BOUND

Love Watson, Moreschi Families
#33  #44#33  #44

Once an Once an 
Eagle, Eagle, 

Always an Always an 
Eagle!Eagle!

#8thgradeladyeagles
The Moore Family

Good LuckGood Luck
Lady EaglesLady Eagles

The City of Paris

Wishing the Lady Wishing the Lady 
Eagles best of luck!Eagles best of luck!

104 W Court St, 
Paris, IL 61944

(217) 463-2500       

Good Luck
We are PROUD We are PROUD 

of the of the 
Lady Eagles!Lady Eagles!

GOOD LUCK GOOD LUCK 

EAGLES!EAGLES!
Matt, Danette, 

Kendra and Kailey Young

Good Luck Girls!Good Luck Girls!

226 W. Court St.
217-465-8588 Coming Soon!

Best of LuckBest of Luck
Lady Eagles!Lady Eagles!

The Blue family, Jim, Carla, Tyler and Josh

Best of Luck
Eagles!

Jason, Avoree, Colten, Conner, 
Carter & Cross Gore

Vivian Moore
#5

We are proud of you!
You can do all things!

Love, Dad, Mom, Alayna & Mason

Betty Jane’s Betty Jane’s KitchenKitchen
217-921-3764110 E. Madison • Paris •

Best Wishes to theBest Wishes to the  
Crestwood Crestwood 

Lady Eagles!Lady Eagles!

Best of Luck to theBest of Luck to the  
Lady Eagles!Lady Eagles!

256 N Main St • Paris, IL

Best of Luck!Best of Luck!
We are 

PROUD 
of our 

Lady Eagles!Hamilton Farms
Paris, IL



this season without even battling the 
crowds by making something from the 
kitchen as Christmas gifts. 

Gifts made in the kitchen don’t have 
to be complicated or have 20 ingredi-
ents. As far as I’m concerned, simple 
is the way to go. Those receiving these 

special gifts don’t care if they were 
from a Martha Stewart or Paula Deen 
recipe. All they know — and appreci-
ate —is that it came from a friend or 
family member who took the time to 
make something special for them.

SATURDAY,  
DECEMBER 14, 20191B

CONTACT US:

217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net

THE BEST GIFTS ARE THE ONES THAT TASTE LIKE HOME

Special to the Prairie Press

There’s no reason to worry about the perfect gift for family or friends this year. Special gifts — both sweet and savory — can 
be made right in the kitchen. Recipients will be excited to receive the special homemade gift.

Homemade for the holidays

December is connected to 
many firsts in aviation. Hans 
von Ohain of Germany and 
inventor of the jet engine was 
born Dec. 14, 1911. His first 
successful turboprop engine 
debuted in 1941 just in time 
for World War II.  

It was on Christmas Eve 
1968 that Apollo 8’s crew of 
James Lovell, William Anders 
and Frank Borman captured 
the iconic photograph of a 
beautiful blue and white planet 
suspended in the black void 
of space, while they orbited 
the moon. It was the first time 
Earth was photographed as a 
whole planet, with half bril-
liantly illuminated by the sun 
and the other half dark and 
blending with space.

An experimental large-wing 
Voyager plane completed the 
first successful fight around 
the world without refueling 
Dec. 23, 1986. But the most 
famous December event was 
116 years ago when the Wright 
Brothers first succeeded with 
heavier-than-air powered 
flight. Humans had dreamed 
of flying since our earliest 
ancestors observed the aerial 
acrobatics of birds. 

The Chinese invented kites 
as early as 1000 B.C. They 
mastered the shape needed 
to tilt a kite into the wind and 
produce lift. This, as we’ll 
discuss, is the purpose of an 
airfoil. By 1300 A.D., Marco 
Polo in his travels witnessed 
the Chinese kite flying prow-
ess when observers were lifted 

into the air to scout enemy 
troops. He shared the news 
back in Europe. 

The airfoil design is what 
makes it possible for heavier-
than-air objects to fly. The 
graceful flight of a Frisbee 
comes from the saucer shape 
and edges generating lift 
while spinning. A kite’s design 
produces lift when held into 
the wind. The air stream has to 
split with part going over the 
top and part flowing under-
neath the kite. 

Air molecules flowing over 
the top have to travel farther 
than the molecules flowing 
underneath. On the backside, 
the air steam comes back to-
gether again, but while moving 
across the kite the molecules 
traveling the longer path over 
the top have to move faster. 
This difference in speed of 
the molecules causes a lower 
pressure on top and higher 
pressure on bottom. 

The pressure difference 
creates lift and when lift is 
greater than the weight of 
the kite, it will fly. Change in 
pressure within a flowing fluid 
due to speed change is called 
the Bernoulli Effect in honor 
of Daniel Bernoulli.

An airplane wing’s 
cross-section has a larger 
curved surface on top and 
a shorter, straighter bottom 
line forcing air to flow faster 
over the wing than under, 
which generates lift. During 
flight, a plane is usually flying 
horizontally through the air. 

Certainly not when climbing 
or descending but even when 
traveling at altitude the nose 

is angled 
or pitched 
slightly up. 
This changes 
the angle at 
which the 
wing cuts 
through 
the air and 
changes the 
lift. The angle 
an airfoil 
makes slicing 

into the air is called the angle 
of attack.

There are four forces on a 
plane labeled lift, thrust, drag 
and weight. The weight is grav-
ity pulling down. Lift is the 
Bernoulli Effect from the wing 
countering weight. Thrust 
is the propeller or jet engine 
pushing it forward while drag 
is the friction holding the 
plane back.

There are three axis of 
motion for a plane around its 
center of mass. Pitch is how 
the nose tips up or down. It 
pitches up at takeoff and main-
tains a slight positive pitch 
during flight to keep a better 
angle of attack helping sustain 
lift. Roll defines how the plane 
rolls around its centerline 
of flight. The plane can roll 
counter clockwise right wing 
up or clockwise right wing 
down as it moves forward. 
Finally there is yaw, an old 
sailing reference. In simple 
terms, it is changing the head-

ing by turning left or right, but 
when flying the motions are 
all combined. Turning right or 
left turn is coupled with a roll 
to the right or left. 

If a plane loses lift by flying 
too slowly or exceeding the 
critical attack angle the plane 
stalls, meaning it starts to fall 
out of the sky. A pilot recovers 
by pitching the nose down 
to gain speed and lift. During 
any maneuver the plane has to 
make gentle adjustments and 
maintain lift to keep flying. 
It is this detailed control the 
Wright Brothers mastered.

In 1804, Sir George Cayley 
built the first successful glider. 
A glider can only ride air cur-
rents slowly back down to the 
ground, while extending the 
flight with lift from the wings. 
Other 19th century pioneers 
designed flaps, rudders and 
ailerons to gain some control 
on gliders. Flaps attach on the 
back of the wing and through 
moving them up or down it 
helps adjust lift. 

Normally on the tail, a 
rudder adjusts the drag and 
airflow to help steer the plane 
like a ship. A big step forward 
came in 1868 when the aileron 
control was invented. Mount-
ed near the outside edge of a 
wing it’s possible to raise one 
on the right and lower the left 
to push one side down and 
lift the other up controlling 
the roll. The classic curved 
wing shape was introduced in 
England in 1884.

The mechanically talented 

Wright Brothers opened a bi-
cycle shop in 1892 and became 
experts with gears and control/
steering rods. The brothers had 
long been kite-flying hobbyists. 
They read everything they 
could find on gliders, flight 
control and the challenge of 
heavier-than-air flight. They 
traveled to Europe to see the 
shops of other pioneers. 

Powered flight needed a 
power source for thrust and 
wings for lift, but the greatest 
challenge was finding a way to 
control it all. 

The Wrights moved to Kitty 
Hawk and set up a machine 
shop on the beach. The loca-
tion has high and sustained 
winds and was as a favorite of 
kite enthusiasts. They used a 
canvas biplane design based 
on the classic box kites for lift 
and mounted a 12-horsepower 
gasoline engine with a propel-
ler to pull the plane forward 
through the air. They connect-
ed a rudder, flaps and ailerons 
that were controlled with rods, 
chains and pulleys through a 
lever. It was sensitive enough 
to make gentle adjustments 
and guide the plane.

On Dec. 14, they tried but 
the plane stalled and crashed. 
They returned Dec. 17 when 
Orville Wright made the first 
attempt and flew 120 feet in 
112 seconds – the distance 
from home plate to second 
base in baseball. Only three 
newspapers gave any coverage 
of their success. They kept 
their work low-key, continuing 

to improve the design and 
market to the military. The 
armed forces took interest in 
1909 just a few years prior to 
World War I when airplanes 
were used for the first time as 
combat weapons. 

The Boeing 737 Max has 
been in the news. When Boe-
ing mounted larger engines to 
the wings it changed the aero-
dynamics and increased the 
risk of stalling. The company 
placed a sensor in the wing to 
detect a stall in progress. 

In theory, the sensor detects 
the stall, takes control away 
from the pilot and forces the 
nose down to recover, but 
what happened is the sensor 
system has misread take off 
conditions as a stall and 
automatically forced the nose 
down into the ground while 
pilots are helpless to correct 
the error.

Humans have always been 
excited about the potential for 
flight. In mythology, Daedalus 
helped his son Icarus make 
wings with feathers and wax 
to escape imprisonment in the 
Labyrinth. They succeeded 
but young Icarus in his excite-
ment was careless and flying 
too close to the sun melted his 
wings. 

Flight requires a delicate 
balance of forces and controls.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascination 
with science started as a child 
watching Carl Sagan’s “Cosmos” 
and James Burke’s “Connections” 
on PBS. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

December has long historical connection to events in aviation

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

WHITE CHOCOLATE LOLLIPOPS

Ingredients
16 ounces very good white chocolate, finely 

chopped
1/2 cup dried cherries
1/2 cup salted roasted cashews

Place a sheet of non-stick silicone or 
parchment paper on a sheet pan. 

Place 12 ounces of the white chocolate 
in a heat-proof glass bowl and put it in the 
microwave on high for 30 seconds. (Time 
it with a watch for accuracy.) Stir the 
chocolate with a rubber spatula, return it 
to the microwave for another 30 seconds, 
then stir again. Continue to heat and stir 
in 30-second intervals until the chocolate 
is just melted. Immediately stir in the 
remaining 4 ounces of chocolate and allow 
it to sit at room temperature, stirring often, 

until it’s completely smooth. (If needed to 
heat a little more, place it in the microwave 
for another 15 seconds.)

Using a tablespoon, pour the melted 
chocolate in rounds onto the silicone and 
place lollipop sticks in the middle of each 
chocolate round, giving the stick a little 
twist. Sprinkle the tops of the lollipops 
evenly with the cherries and cashews. Set 
aside to harden. 

SPICE RUB

Ingredients
3 tablespoons ancho chile powder
3 tablespoons ground cumin
2 tablespoons ground coriander
2 tablespoons garlic powder
2 tablespoons onion powder
2 tablespoons kosher salt
1 tablespoon cayenne pepper
1 tablespoon freshly ground black pepper

Add the ancho chile powder, cumin, cori-
ander, garlic powder, onion powder, salt, 
cayenne and black pepper to a medium 
bowl and slowly whisk until thoroughly 

combined. Scoop the blended mixture into 
a jar and top with a tight-fitting lid. The 
spice rub will keep at room temperature 
in a dark place (like the cabinet) for up to 
1 year. 

Searching for good sto-
ries to tell can be challeng-
ing. Just when I discover 

the best 
one I ever 
heard that 
rattles 
my funny 
bones, 
another 
comes 
along that 
tops that 
one.  

Recent-
ly I’ve 

been on a kick to dredge 
up some enjoyable school 
tales. There are some 
dandies if only I can find 
the right people who are 
willing to take time to 
share them.

Lately the subject of 
cows has been brought to 
my attention. I’ve never 
been one to link cows to 
schools, but it makes sense 
when one considers that 
many high schools feature 
agriculture classes filled 
with farm kids destined as 
future farmers of America.

Like many beasts of the 
field, when cows defecate 
or urinate they just hoist 
their tails and let ‘er rip. 
When and where don’t 
matter. If someone places 
multiple cows inside a 
school bus and locks them 
undetected for a few days, 
one can only imagine the 
stinky mess that greets the 
driver on his return from 
spring break. That report-
edly happened in an Edgar 
County school district.  

It’s not a harmless 
prank, but downright 
criminal vandalism. Some 
insurance company footed 
the bill for a new replace-
ment bus. Buses aren’t 
cheap.

On a lesser scale, an 
incident once occurred 
farther south in Illinois. 
Basketball referees rightly 
or wrongly (usually 
wrongly) take blame 
from bitter fans for game 
outcomes. 

One particular ref was 
so despised that when he 
returned to his car on a 
parking lot after a game, 
he learned why drivers 
should lock their vehi-
cles. The inside had been 
plastered with cow residue 
slung by shovels. The car 

School 
pranks 
and moo-
moo cows

See CODGER, Page 2B

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD 
CODGER

When an index finger 
and truck door disagree, 
the outcome needs no 
elabora-
tion. And 
that, dear 
reader is (I 
hate state 
of being 
verbs) the 
reason 
for the 
absence 
of my col-
umn for, if 
memory 
and math are correct, five 
weeks.

A little old lady (she was 
around 95) emailed me to 
express her outrage, indig-
nation and indigestion.

The incident occurred 
on a Bloody Sunday in 
the parking lot of Lincoln 
Log Cabin as I exited the 
truck, flexibly, reaching 
back with my right hand as 
the door closed.

Try as I might, I could 
not pull my finger out.

Why I did not do the 
obvious – open the door – 
remains a puzzle. My wife, 
being a profound thinker, 
came around and did the 
obvious. Blood flowed as 
freely as the Mississippi.

Neither blood, nor 
wounds, bothers me much 
– aside from the pain, of 
course. This reminds of 
a friend who fainted at 
the sight of blood. The 
presence of a drop, and he 
was down.

Over the years, I have 
managed to wreak havoc 
on six of my 10 fingers. I 
live in the land of stiches; 
around 80 thus far. Both 
hands have been treated 
equally; there have been 
no complaints. 

My wife whipped 
out a piece of gauze 
and wrapped the index. 
Strange thing about wom-
en, they always have what 
you need before you know 
you need it. We went into 
the visitors’ center and 
museum.

The volunteer presiding 
behind the desk intro-
duced some semblance of 
a first-aid kit, including an-
ti-bacterial soap. As soon 
as my wife was satisfied (a 
rarity, since no woman is 
ever satisfied), she drove 
me to a walk-in clinic.

Broken 
finger 
frustrates 
columnist

HARRY
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER  
LOOK

See REYNOLDS, Page 2B
See ZEMAN, Page 9B

Between sports, meetings and regu-
lar everyday life at The Prairie Press, I 
have to admit Christmas has snuck up 

on me this year. 
I hope to get my 

tree decorated this 
weekend. I had 
planned to do it before 
Thanksgiving, but 
of course that didn’t 
happen.

I don’t find much 
joy in the rush of 
Christmas shopping 
except in my home-
town. Thanks to 

Dalbey Designs with their fan gear, 
Sweet Vintage, Bee Sweet Boutique 
and Ellie and Olive Boutique, I don’t 
have to leave town to find wonderful 
gifts.

What I really miss, however, is bak-
ing and sharing what I’ve made with 
friends and family. My niece Kim Curl 
and her family have invited us to bake 
and make candy this weekend — and 
try to keep Logan and Ethan out of 
the goodies as they’re decorated. The 
fellowship alone will be wonderful 

When Don and I owned Homefront 
with Don Zeman, I prepared home-
made goodie trays for our employees. 
We always had a Christmas party 
whether we were located in Columbia, 
Mo., or Savannah, Ga. I took my cue 
for the treats from the Jenison family, 
who for years hosted a Christmas 
party for the entire Beacon-News 
family. Everyone always came home 
with something thoughtful from Ed, 
Ernestine, Ned and Kevin.  

Everything — Christmas gifts, 
especially — mean more to family 
and friends when they come straight 
from the heart. While one can find 
personalized and unique gift options 
from stores like Amazon and Etsy, 
there’s nothing that tops the sentiment 
behind a gift that’s truly a labor of love. 
Cross everyone off the shopping list 

NANCY
ZEMAN
COOKING IN  
EDGAR COUNTY
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Crown Maple Syrup  |  47 McCourt Road  |  Dover Plains New York 12522

ONLY

$2246*

SPECIAL OFFER!

Reg. $29.95

ONLY

$2696*

SPECIAL OFFER!

Reg. $35.95

ONLY

$3746*

SPECIAL OFFER!

Reg. $49.95

Pancake Breakfast Gift Set 
 in Royal Treatment Box 

Featuring Dark Color organic 
maple syrup and Signature Maple  

Sugar Pancake Mix
SC-DA-Gift_Ea

Bourbon Barrel Aged  
Organic Maple Syrup 750ml
The Wall Street Journal described 

this product as “soul-stirring”.
FB-75-Gift_ Ea

Infused Organic Maple Syrup 
250ml Trio in Royal Treatment Box 
Featuring Cinnamon Infused, Madagascar 

Vanilla Infused and Bourbon Barrel  
Aged organic maple syrups

SC-21-Gift_Ea

Three Special Offers, SAVE 25%
Exceptionally Crafted. Artisan Quality. 

Direct from the Crown Maple Estate in NY’s Hudson Valley

Order Now and SAVE 25%
Select your preferred gift or order all three, plus $5.00 shipping & handling per item. 

Call 1-855-602-0223 to order items featured
or visit CrownMapleSpecial.com

Use Promo Code CrownGift343 
Code is case sensitive.

Order by Dec. 12, 2019 for Christmas delivery.  Offer ends December 31, 2019 or while supplies last.

Countless number of used and/or like-new office items including metal & 
wooden filling cabinets, office desks, numerous office type chairs, large 
custom built desks, several office cubicles/partitions, al. flag pole, metal 

storage cabinets, hanging lamps and many other numerous related items.

For more information visit us at: www.mossauctionteam.com

Public Online Only AuctionPublic Online Only Auction
Contents of former Citizens Bank- over 280 Lots!

Online Only Auction Ending Date: Wed. Dec. 18th @ 6 PM
Inspection Date: Sun., Dec. 15th, 1 PM - 4 PM at 

Seed Solutions, 15507 Airport Rd., Paris.

Public Online Only Auction

private pesticide
applicator testing

Clark Co. Extension
January 16

9:00 a.m.

Edgar Co. Extension
February 4

9:00 a.m.

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of

Agriculture | Local Extension Councils

Cooperating | University of Illinois

Extension provides equal opportunities

in programs and employment. If you

need a reasonable accommodation to

attend, call your Extension office.

     Register by calling      

 217-826-5422 or online

go.illinois.edu/PSEPclark

        Register by calling       

 217-465-8585 or online

go.illinois.edu/PSEPedgar

Hidden GardeHidden Gardenn
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

SpecialsSpecials
Wed 12/18:
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Thur 12/19:
Ham & beans,

coleslaw or 
garden salad
& cornbread

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636 (217) 251-2636
Sat., December 21Sat., December 21
Last until Feb. 2020Last until Feb. 2020

Fri 12/20:

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" 
along with sandwiches, soup and salad(s).- 

Crumb coated 
ranch chicken 
breast, garlic 

mashed potatoes,
green beans & roll

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Paris Public Library is 
pleased to announce librarian 
Teresa Pennington has been 
recognized by the Medical Li-
brary Association (MLA) for 
earning the Level 1 Consum-
er Health Information Spe-
cialization (CHIS) certificate.

Earning a CHIS certificate 
shows Pennington’s com-
mitment to offering quality 
consumer health information 
services and to staying cur-
rent with developments in 
consumer health information 
resources, technologies and 

 SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

DANVILLE – Jason Tegel-
er, Paris, was one of 16 students 
recognized as a new member of 
the Lakeview College of Nurs-
ing Developing Honor Society 
during the end of the fall 2019 
semester.

In order to be considered, a 

student must be within the top 
one-third of their graduating 
class, hold a cumulative GPA of 
3.0 or better and demonstrate 
excellence in scholarship.

Lakeview College of Nurs-
ing Honor Society is a develop-
ing chapter of Sigma Theta Tau 
International Honor Society of 
Nursing, a prestigious interna-

tional nursing honor society.
Some Lakeview faculty 

leaders were also recognized 
for membership within this 
honor society as nurse lead-
ers. The faculty awarded nurse 
leader membership were Bon-
nie Coburn of Champaign 
and Cynthia Lammert of 
Champaign.

Lakeview College of Nurs-
ing offers a bachelor of sci-
ence in nursing degree. It 
is a single-purpose, private 
institution that has special-
ized in nursing education in 
the Danville area since 1894. 
Lakeview began offering its 
program at Charleston in the 
fall of 2001.

Tegeler joins nursing honor society

Special to The Prairie Press

These Lakeview College of Nursing students and a faculty member recently received certificates of recognition during the Col-
lege’s honors induction ceremony. Pictured from left to right are student recipients Jason Tegeler, Kelly Raineri, Darian Hedges, 
Annaliese LaGiusa, Morgan Kelly, Ann-Kathleen Dieudonne-Ndinga, and faculty nurse leader Cynthia Lammert.

Pennington receives 
special certification

services. The Level 1 cer-
tificate demonstrates skills 
in foundational competen-
cies in consumer health in-
formation.

The CHIS was created 
in 2001 with the support 
of the National Library of 
Medicine and is conducted 
in partnership with the Na-
tional Network of Libraries 
of Medicine. More than 
1,300 medical, public and 
consumer health librari-
ans, and allied health and 
information professionals 
have earned the CHIS cer-
tificate.

Earlier this fall, Paris 
Public Library received an 
All of Us Consumer Health 
Collection Award from the 
Greater Midwest Region of 
the National Network of 
Libraries of Medicine. The 
award granted up to $1,000 
in consumer health books, 
adding 51 books to the li-
brary.

For more information, 
contact the library at 217-
463-3950 or visit www.
parispubliclibrary.org

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS #IL 2318 met with 
13 members weighing in and 
11 members attending the 
meeting.

Club members recognized 
were: Verna Smith, TOPS 
weekly best loser; Christy 
Henry, best three-weeks los-
er; Sharon Phillips, top walk-
er; and Janice Stevens, top 
exerciser.

TOPS group meets

Of course, the doctor 
was a woman, so I resigned 
myself to a long and minute 
operation. She picked and 
cleaned; no arteries or 
tendons cut, but an X-ray 
revealed a broken bone.

Having concluded her 
search, the wound, which 
was wide, was filled with 
surgical glue. They installed 
a splint-like contraption to 
keep my bone in place; the 
thought occurred she hated 
my columns and settled 
on a diabolical scheme to 
prevent me from typing on a 
computer. 

Those of you who have 
index fingers are well aware 
that if you cannot use it, 
there is no point in trying 
to do anything. It is, if you 
are married to a woman or 
have one of those significant 

others, an expectation that 
you will do chores.

In my case, the odorous 
obligations are washing 
dishes, dumping the trash 
and cleaning the toilet.

But, I told my wife, my 
devastating injury did not 
permit me to wash dishes 
or clean the toilet. I had no 
argument against dumping 
the trash. This went on for 
five weeks. The doctor said 
it would be healed in four 
weeks.

I circumvented that pre-
diction until my wife caught 
on. So, I am back to washing 
the dishes, dumping the 
trash, cleaning the toilet and 
writing columns.

I am not a fool. I know 
some of you were content at 
not being tormented by its 
existence. One woman sent 
an email, which said, “Thank 
God, for your injury and I 
wish you would go to H---!”

(Harry Reynolds is a retired 
editor and columnist from the 
Mattoon Journal Gazette and 
Charleston Time-Courier. He 
now writes columns for the 
fun of it, in which he offers a 
different look at life and aging. 
Email him at reynoldshar-
ry1943@gmail.com)

REYNOLDS
FROM PAGE 1B

was towed away for a final 
ride.  Again, an insurance 
company paid for a replace-
ment.   

Like the bus incident, 
this was a criminal act, but 
someone, or group, quite 
effectively communicated 
their evaluation of a referee’s 
officiating.

My favorite has to be 
an incident at Eldorado 
High from 71 years ago. 
One Monday morning a 
custodian walked into the 
principal’s office to report a 
revelation.

“I spied a cow atop the 
roof,” he said.

One end of the two-story 
school had a three-story 
wing added. The roof was 
flat with a brick wall around 
it. Apparently the cow had 
been added two days pre-
vious on Saturday night. It 
was a wonder the custodian 
glanced that direction and 
made the discovery.

Naturally, an inspection 
was undertaken by school 
authorities. They found no 
clues regarding the identity 
of the perpetrators. Nor 
did they figure how the 

pranksters had managed to 
elevate a big heavy cow from 
ground level to rooftop. 
Several theories were expos-
tulated, but none seemed 
likely.  

The principal leaned on 
suspicion of FFA students, 
but questions yielded no ev-
idence or confession. The ag 
teacher seemed as puzzled 
as anyone.

A construction compa-
ny from another city was 
called. That afternoon a 
large crane on tracks arrived 
on a flatbed semi. Some 
engineer rigged a large sling 
to secure beneath the hook.  

The poor cow was lifted 
off the roof and gently low-
ered to earth in the sling. No 
farmer ever claimed the cow, 
although one did keep her 
in his pasture for a while.  
The school board voted to 
sell her at an auction.  

In ensuing months and 
years no information sur-
faced to solve the mystery. 
People still scratch their 
heads after all these years.

(Allen “Big Al” Engle-
bright is a retired school-
teacher and storyteller. 
Contact him at The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, 
Ill., 61944.)

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

Sharon Philips was in 
charge of the weekly pro-
gram and she discussed the 
“Benefits of Coconut Oil.”

TOPS #IL 2318 meets 
every Tuesday evening in 
the basement of the Pres-
byterian Church. Weigh-in 
is from 5:45-6:50 p.m., and 
the meeting starts at 7 p.m. 
More information is avail-
able by calling 217-808-
0078 or 217-822-0953.

REUSE
the news

EXPECT
MORE,

GET  
MORE

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

www.prairiepress.net
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Medicine has changed
over the years ...

Our customer
service hasn’t.

                                              Steve Benefiel R.PH                    Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH      Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

Due to the city’s safety concerns with our east alley, we have been forced to discontinue our drive-up service for an 
indefinite period of time. Customers needing drive-up service may use our south alley and ring the video doorbell.

Major events of the 2010s
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

The decade began amid the 
chaotic wake of a global finan-
cial crisis, and ended with a 
U.S. president facing possible 
impeachment for only the 
fourth time in history. The 
growing use of social media fu-
eled mass protest movements, 
bringing millions of people 
together around the globe in 
pursuit of common objectives. 
Britain saw a new generation 
of royals emerge, countries 
around the world passed laws 
legalizing same-sex marriage 
and a beloved baseball team 
ended a 108-year-long dry spell 
by winning a World Series. 

From politics to culture to 
sports and beyond, here are 11 
events, achievements, tragedies 
and otherwise memorable mo-
ments that stood out during 
the 2010s. 

OCCUPY WALL STREET 
Around 1,000 people 

marched through the streets 
of New York City’s Finan-
cial District in September 
2011 under an “Occupy Wall 
Street” banner. The protesters 
condemned corporate greed, 
income inequality and the 
corrosive influence of mon-
ey in politics, and called for 
an overhaul of what they saw 
as a failing financial system. 
Like the Arab Spring, a wave 
of populist uprisings against 
authoritarian regimes in the 
Middle East that began that 
same year, the Occupy Wall 
Street movement spread via 
social media. Thousands 
more people showed up to 
join the sit-in in Zuccotti Park, 
near the New York Stock Ex-
change, and similar protests 
launched in dozens of cities 
across the country. 

BLACK LIVES MATTER 
In 2013, three black female 

activists started using the so-
cial media hashtag #Black-
LivesMatter in response to 
the acquittal of George Zim-
merman, who shot and killed 
an unarmed black teen, Tray-
von Martin, the previous year. 
Drawing inspiration from the 
civil rights and Black Power 
movements of the 1960s and 
Occupy Wall Street, among 
other social justice campaigns, 
the Black Lives Matter move-
ment gained more attention in 
2014 and 2015, when rioting 
followed the deaths of sever-
al black men who were killed 
by police. The slogan's promi-
nence throughout the decade 
helped bring racial injustice 
into the spotlight and cement 
the growing role of social me-
dia in modern-day activist 
movements. 

2016 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 
In November 2016, one of 

the most bitterly divided po-
litical contests in the nation’s 
history ended when Republi-
can candidate Donald Trump, 
a businessman and TV person-
ality with no prior experience 
in public service, won the elec-
tion to become the 45th presi-
dent of the United States. With 
his populist campaign and 
slogan, “Make America Great 
Again,” Trump capitalized on 
widespread discontent among 
white working-class voters, 
targeting the Washington es-
tablishment, undocumented 
immigrants and political cor-
rectness among the causes of 
their woes. Though his Dem-
ocratic opponent, Hillary Clin-
ton, former first lady, New York 
senator and secretary of state 
and the first female presidential 
nominee of a major U.S. politi-

cal party, won the popular vote 
by more than 2.8 million votes, 
Trump captured the electoral 
vote, 304-227. 

HAITI EARTHQUAKE 
The deadliest natural disas-

ter of the decade happened in 
the first month of 2010, when 
a magnitude 7.0 earthquake 
struck the West Indian island of 
Hispaniola on the afternoon of 
January 12. Followed by doz-
ens of powerful aftershocks, 
the quake hit hardest in Hai-
ti, the poorest country in the 
western hemisphere, killing an 
estimated 200,000 to 250,000 
people and affecting some 3 
million. The disaster drew a 
worldwide humanitarian re-
sponse, but the impact of the 
earthquake was felt through-
out the decade, as Haiti and 
its people continued along the 

See EVENTS, Page 4B

HERO’S DANA HOME FEATURES EDGAR COUNTY BRICKS

Roger Stanley/The Prairie Press

Restoration of the Ernie Pyle birthplace at Dana, Ind., during the 1970s incorporated period material salvaged from a house 
being demolished at the same time near Scottland in Edgar County. The house opened as an Indiana state historic site in 1976 
and the Quonset hut buildings visible to the left were added in 1995 as a museum facility about World War II and Pyle’s work 
as a war correspondent.

BY ROGER STANLEY
rogerstanley769@yahoo.com

There was a large brick house built 
in 1868 on what became the Ocean-
to-Ocean Road in Edgar County from 
which material was salvaged for the res-
toration of the Ernie Pyle frame farm-
house when it was moved to Dana, In-
diana, from a farm nearby. 

Samuel Hill built the brick home for 
the William Scott family about three 
miles east of Scottland. Scott was con-
sidered the founder of Scottland after 
constructing a flourmill at the location. 

Ozias Riley bought the Scott home 
in 1900 and three generations of Rileys 
lived there. Max Riley the great-grand-
son of the builder, Samuel Hill, had the 
job of tearing down the 12-room man-
sion, as it was no longer serviceable. 

In the 1970s as the old brick home 
was being torn down, Max Riley was 
approached by the Chrisman Courier 
newspaper to find information about 
the old house and why it was being torn 
down. Riley told about the house hav-
ing four large fireplaces and a winding 
walnut staircase and a two-story front 
porch supported by eight columns. It 
was considered unusual for a mansion 
on the welcoming prairie to be built 
with bricks and lumber taken from the 
nearby countryside. 

Some of the supplies were sent up 
the Wabash River from Clinton, Indi-
ana, to complete the building and to 
furnish it. The reason behind demolish-
ing the house was partly because it was 
hard to heat the 12-room house with 
11-foot ceilings. The front porch had 
been repaired, but many of the bricks in 
the walls were starting to crumble.

In the 1970s the restoration com-
mittee for the Ernie Pyle House, which 
was being moved to Dana from a rural 
location about four miles away, contact-
ed Mrs. Bert Riley, Max Riley’s mother. 
She was sympathetic to the cause and 
offered to let the committee have the 
unique walnut staircase, old-fashioned 
floorboards, window frames and some 
of the old antique glass windows to 
use for the Pyle House restoration. She 
knew that was a way her beloved old 
home would keep living. 

Her memories of the house where 
she lived for 70 years seemed the only 
tie to her husband, who had died in 
1967, to her son and her family. Max 
Riley realized the sentimental value his 
mother had for the house, but he knew 
it was not practical to keep it livable. 

Ernie Pyle, the daring war correspon-
dent made a name for himself as a top 
newsman who traveled the fields and 
the battlegrounds of World War II. He 
was born in 1900 on a farm near Dana. 
He was a shy kid, and his mother knew 
he would do better in school if he stayed 
in a rural school setting. 

In 1918, Pyle graduated from Bono 
High School. He enlisted in the Naval 
Reserve as World War I came to a close 
in 1919. He attended Indiana Universi-
ty at Bloomington where he found his 
natural talent for the written word and 
served as yearbook editor. 

He left school just before graduating 
and got a job at the LaPorte Herald. In 
1926, he met and married Geraldine 
Siebolds.

Pyle became a columnist for 
Scripps-Howard newspapers during 
the Great Depression. The couple nev-

er had children and his wife, known as 
Jerry, traveled throughout the country 
with him as he wrote how the Depres-
sion affected so many lives.

In 1940, he went to England and cov-
ered the Battle of Britain and became a 
war correspondent in 1941, after Amer-
ica joined the war effort.

Pyle had a unique approach to cov-
ering the war in Europe. He traveled 
with the troops and told the story of 
what life was like for the ordinary sol-
dier with everyday struggles. His stories 
were well received and his column was 
syndicated in 400 newspapers across 
the country. Pyle received the Pulitzer 
Prize in 1944. 

When the European war ended in 
1945, Pyle moved to the Pacific Theater 

Ernie Pyle house restored

See PYLE, Page 4B

  We all get the idea that 
Charles Dickens’ charac-
terization of an old skinflint 
Ebenezer 
Scrooge 
and his 
bout with 
the three 
ghosts is 
a tale that 
took place 
many years 
ago in the 
1840s. 

Is it 
possible it 
could happen again in our 
time frame? Of course it 
could, and I even feel a little 
Scroogy at times. I will have 
a little help from the three 
ghosts as I write this. 

First, there is the ghost 
of Christmas Past where I 
can look back at when I was 
young and full of vim and 
vigor. I remember a Christ-
mas when brother John and 
I were awake long before we 
got up, and we whispered to 
each other that we should 
wait to go downstairs until 
after we heard our folks go 
down. 

We knew it would be 
warmer down there after 
Dad poured coal in the base 
burner and Mom had the 
cookstove heating in the 
kitchen. We also knew if we 
got up too early we had to 
help with the milking and 
bring in the coal and cobs. 

It was cold in those 
upstairs bedrooms with 
no heat except for the little 
register that let some heat 
up from the downstairs. We 
also knew we needed to get 
dressed or be too cold to 
open our presents. Brother 
John and I dragged our 
clothes over by the register 
and proceeded to push 
the other one away from 
the register to keep warm. 
Survival was tough in those 
days unless one knew when 
to stop pushing and get 
dressed under the covers. 

That same Christmas we 
even got to open presents 
before we had the milk 
separated and ate breakfast. 
I remember getting a new 
sled, and my brother got a 
baseball and even a glove. 
Back in those days they 

It’s hard 
to be a 
Scrooge at 
Christmas

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B

BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

Coles County is named 
for the second governor 
of Illinois, Edward Coles, 
who only lived in the state 
for 11 years, including his 
one term in office. Few had 
a greater impact on Illinois 
history.  

He is credited with keep-
ing legalized slavery out of 
Illinois and is considered 
one of the elite governors in 
state history. 

Despite his myriad of ac-
complishments, however, 
Coles is obscure today. 

The son of a Revolution-
ary War colonel, Coles was 
born in Ablemarle County, 
Va. on Dec. 15, 1786, to a 
family that stood well in Vir-
ginia society.  

His family owned a 
sprawling plantation, and 
his cousins included Patrick 
Henry and Dolley Madi-
son. Coles’ brother, Isaac, 
was Thomas Jefferson’s 
private secretary. Jefferson 
described Isaac as, “the 
most perfect gentleman in 
America.”  

Despite his aristocratic 
surroundings, Coles refused 
to accept the institution of 
slavery because of what he 
described as, “peltings and 
upbraidings of conscience.”  
Just before his graduation 
from the College of Wil-
liam and Mary, he returned 
home to run the plantation 
for his dying father.  He later 
inherited 782 acres and 20 
slaves.  

He quickly tried to free 
his charges to his family’s 
disapproval, but the plan-
tation could not be sold in 
the economic downturn of 
the early 1800s. Forced to 
hold the property, he spent 
six years as private secretary 
to President James Madi-
son, which helped him gain 
knowledge of the territories 
to the west.  

After returning to Virgin-
ia, Coles sold the plantation 
and, in what one modern 
scholar called a dramat-
ic scene, unconditionally 
freed his slaves while stand-
ing on a flatboat on the 
Ohio River. He then left for 
Illinois and was appointed 
by President James Monroe 
as receiver of the Edwards-
ville land office.

Though his surround-
ings were unrefined, Coles 
maintained a well-man-
nered persona. In 1908, one 
historian referred to him 
as, “always dignified, always 
gentlemanly, and always 
respected.” An advocate of 
tax-supported public edu-
cation, he also pushed for 
the establishment of a state 
library, citing, “intelligence 
and virtue (as) the main pil-
lars in the temple of liberty.”  

Coles ran for governor in 
1822, only a year after his 
arrival in the state. An out-
spoken slavery opponent, 
he polled only 33 percent of 
the vote in a four-man race, 
but that was enough for the 
victory as two proslavery 
candidates divided their 
backers. 

In his inaugural address, 
Coles trumpeted racial pro-
gression, an unpopular issue 
in its day. The next week, 
legislators called for a con-
stitutional convention to 
add a slavery provision.  

The push for the 

Governor 
Coles kept 
slavery out 
of Illinois

See COLES, Page 4B

Special to The Prairie Press

This photo of war correspondent Ernie 
Pyle is on display in the World War II 
display area of the Ernie Pyle Memorial 
at Dana, Indiana.



Indiana State Historic Site in 
1976 and operated by the In-
diana Department of Natural 
Resources. 

The site was expanded by 
adding two Quonset huts for a 
war museum in 1995 and was 
kept in operation until 2009 
when it ran out of funding be-
cause of financial restraints of 
the state.

In 2010, the friends organi-
zation was able to reopen the 
museum through a special ar-
rangement with the state. The 
house is open again to the pub-
lic and is owned by the Friends 
of Ernie Pyle. 

The legacy for the Riley 
House now lives in the house 
where Ernie Pyle was born. 
Pyle was born in 1900, when 
the Riley’s first owned the 

house. 
Pyle’s childhood home can 

be visited along with the war 
museum from May through 
October on weekends, and it is 
only a few miles from Paris. The 

Riley additions to the house 
can be seen during the tour. 
There are unique scenes and 
war artifacts in the Quonsets 
having to do with Pyle’s career 
as a war correspondent.  
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Prairie Township  Notice of Truth in Taxation Hearing

 A public hearing concerning the proposed budget and the 

proposed levy increase for Prairie Township  will be held 

on Wednesday, December 18, 2019 at 6pm at the Prairie 

Township Building located at 22610 N 2275th Street in 

Scottland, Illinois. The amount of property taxes, less ex-

clusions, extended or estimated to be extended on behalf 

of Prairie Township for the preceding year is $75,946.59 

The amount of the proposed levy, less exclusions, for the 

current year is $83,699.32. Any person desiring to appear 

at the public hearing and present testimony to the taxing 

district may contact Rachel Henry, Town Supervisor, at 

217-822-8781.

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
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difficult path to recovery. 

HURRICANES 
Several massive hurricanes 

and tropical storms hit the 
United States in the 2010s, 
starting in 2012 with Sandy, 
which unleashed record-set-
ting gales and storm surges 
in the Northeast. The storm 
killed more than 230 people 
and caused some $70 billion in 
damages. In 2017, three major 
hurricanes (Harvey, Irma and 
Maria) struck Texas, Florida 
and Puerto Rico, respectively, 
over five devastating weeks. 
A year later, Michael became 
the first Category 5 hurricane 
to hit the contiguous Unit-
ed States since 1992, causing 
more than 50 deaths and $25 
billion in damages on Florida’s 
Gulf Coast. 

TERRORIST ATTACKS 
During the second decade 

following 9/11, the scourge of 
terrorism continued around 
the world. There were major 
attacks at the Boston Mara-
thon; a music venue, cafes and 
restaurants in Paris, France; on 
London Bridge and a crowded 
Barcelona street; a nightclub in 
Orlando, Florida; and a Wal-
Mart in El Paso, Texas, among 
other places. U.S. Special Op-

erations forces took down two 
major leaders of Islamic terror-
ism, 9/11 mastermind Osama 
Bin Laden and ISIS leader Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi. But terror-
ism within the United States 
was on the rise, including an 
increasing number of attacks 
driven by racist, xenophobic, 
homophobic, anti-Muslim 
and/or anti-Semitic views. 

MASS SHOOTINGS 
Horrifying episodes of 

gun violence against school-
children marred the decade, 
including attacks at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School in 
Newton, Connecticut, Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Florida, 
and dozens of others. The hor-
rifying spectacle of semi-auto-
matic weapons used in mass 
school shootings, as well as 
in similarly brutal attacks in 
other public venues —  from 
a movie theater in Aurora, 
Colorado, to a historic black 
church in Charleston, South 
Carolina, to a country music 
festival in Las Vegas, Neva-
da— led to calls for increased 
gun legislation after each new 
tragedy. 

ADVANCES IN LGBTQ RIGHTS
The decade saw key advanc-

es for LGBTQ people around 
the world, with the legaliza-
tion of same-sex marriage in 

18 countries, including Ar-
gentina, France, Great Britain, 
Australia, Ireland, Germany 
and the United States (via the 
Supreme Court’s decision in 
Obergefell v. Hodges). Amid 
these milestones, there were 
also setbacks with anti-gay 
laws passed in Russia and 
China and an ongoing bat-
tle in the United States over 
laws preventing transgender 
people from using bathrooms 
matching their gender iden-
tity and the Trump adminis-
tration’s ban on transgender 
citizens serving in the U.S. 
military. 

#METOO MOVEMENT 
Though activist Tarana 

Burke first coined the phrase 
#MeToo back in 2006, what’s 
known as the #MeToo move-
ment exploded in late 2017, 
after a New York Times article 
exposed long-rumored accu-
sations of sexual harassment 
and assault against influential 
Hollywood producer Harvey 
Weinstein made by dozens 
of women, including many 
famous actresses. In the after-
math of these revelations, mil-
lions of people came forward 
to express solidarity with the 
accusers and shared their own 
experiences with sexual as-
sault, harassment and sexism 
in the workplace and beyond. 
Widespread media coverage 

of #MeToo led to the resig-
nation or firing of numerous 
prominent figures accused of 
misconduct. 

CHICAGO CUBS WIN THE WORLD 
SERIES

In 2016, the Chicago Cubs 
ended the longest drought 
in baseball by defeating the 
Cleveland Indians 8-7 in the 
10th inning of Game 7 to win 
the World Series. Before this 
historic victory, the last time 
the Cubs won a World Series 
was in 1908, 108 years earlier. 

BILES MOST DECORATED 
GYMNAST IN HISTORY 

Finally, the 2010s saw 
the rise of Simone Biles, the 
jaw-droppingly talented gym-
nast who won four gold med-
als, including the individual 
all-around and team titles, at 
the 2016 Olympics in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, setting a U.S. 
record for most gold medals 
in women's gymnastics at a 
single Games. To close out the 
decade, Biles won five gold 
medals at the World Cham-
pionships held in October 
2019, bringing her total to 25 
world medals and 19 gold — 
the most of any gymnast, male 
or female, in history. Biles will 
compete in the 2020 Olym-
pics in Tokyo — but has said 
she will retire from gymnas-
tics after that competition. 

EVENTS
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were treasures for sure. 
The sled held two squirm-

ing boys on it if we sat just 
right. That first ball glove was 
more of a fake leather mitt 
with a shoestring type of 
lacing, but it was an honest to 
goodness glove. I recall one 
year Santa put a piece of coal 
on the goodies we had in those 
old stockings. An orange and 
a candy cane and a couple of 
little metal cars were found in 
the bottom, however. 

Those were the good old 
days when we didn’t really 
have much except for our 
dignity, good food, which we 
mostly raised, and enough 
clothes to keep us warm. What 
was most important was we 
were a happy family.

Thinking about the ghost 
of Christmas Present I guess it 

mostly means Christmas pres-
ents, all the trimmings and our 
family going to and fro. Most 
of our kids and grandkids get 
together at Christmas time 
better than on Thanksgiving, 
Easter and birthdays even 
though we try best on those 
special days, too. 

It gets harder to buy for 
everybody, especially when 
I don’t like doing those kind 
of things until the middle of 
December. That is some of 
my Scroogyness, but I am 
reminded of that old lonesome 
critter Scrooge and don’t like 
the sound of chains in my 
bedroom in the middle of the 
night. 

Those kind of thoughts 
make me think about shutting 
those morose things off so I 
can see the light. Maybe what 
I saw was the lights of all the 
Christmas trees or the stars 
and angels on top of the trees. 

I now must visit with the 
ghost of Christmas Future 
and know that I am happier 
for having celebrated with 
loved ones and look forward 
to doing it again next year. It is 
worth the trouble even when 
we have to clean up the mess 
afterwards. We can do that 
because we have found joy in 
our hearts realizing the real 
meaning of the Christ child. 

I may not go around acting 
like a fool like Ebeneezer did 
and I may not buy the Cratchit 
family a goose, but I hope I 
have the same joy in my heart 
as he finally did. I will look 
forward again to watching “A 
Christmas Carol,” ghosts or no 
ghosts, and singing Christmas 
carols with the family. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. Email 
him at  rogerstanley769@yahoo.
com) 

STANLEY
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PYLE
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provision sparked a fierce cam-
paign that lasted more than 
18 months. Coles spent thou-
sands of his own money, wrote 
countless articles, and worked 

grueling hours to defeat the 
convention call.  

On Aug. 2, 1824, the an-
ti-slavery forces prevailed with 
57 percent of the vote, prevent-
ing a convention.  The defeat of 
legalized slavery immeasurably 
affected the course of state his-

tory.  
In 1861, Coles wrote of the 

pride he felt, “in reflecting on 
the efforts and agency I had 
in our succeeding efforts in 
the cause of freedom,” an apt 
summary of his overwhelming 
influence in Illinois history.  

COLES
FROM PAGE 3B

to cover the continuing com-
bat. He was killed April 18, 
1945, by Japanese fire on the 
tiny island of  Ie Shima. 

Civilians and service mem-
bers alike mourned Pyle be-
cause he put a human face on 
a dehumanizing war. The peo-
ple of Indiana had a hero they 
wanted to remember so they 
used his birthplace to honor his 
legacy.

The Friends of Ernie Pyle 
organization saved his house 
from being demolished in the 
mid 1970s by moving it to 
Dana. It was dedicated as an 

Special to The Prairie Press

The birthplace of Ernie Pyle was moved to Dana, Indiana, from a 
rural location in the 1970s for restoration and eventual use as a 
state historic site.
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O Little Town of Bethlehem
Palestinians in Bethlehem look beyond religious tourism, sharing their culture, cuisine with world at large

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

BETHLEHEM, West Bank 
— For decades, the people of 
Bethlehem have watched tour 
buses drive up to the Church 
of the Nativity, disgorge their 
passengers for a few hours at 
the traditional birthplace of 
Jesus and then return to Israel.

But in recent years a new 
form of tourism has taken 
root, focused on the West 
Bank town's Palestinian res-
idents, their culture and his-
tory and their struggles under 
Israeli occupation.

As pilgrims descend on 
Bethlehem this Christmas, 
they have the option of stay-
ing in restored centuries-old 
guesthouses, taking food 
tours of local markets and 
perusing the dystopian art in 
and around a hotel designed 
by the British graffiti artist 
Banksy.

The centerpiece of tourism, 
and the focus of Christmas 
celebrations in the coming 
weeks, is the sixth-century 
Church of the Nativity, built 
on the site where Jesus is 
believed to have been born 
in a manger. Extensive reno-
vations in recent years have 
saved the roof from collapse 
and revealed colorful wall 
mosaics depicting angels and 
saints.

Earlier this month, the Vat-
ican returned a small part of 

what Christians believe to be 
the original manger, which 
was sent to Rome as a gift to 
the pope in the seventh cen-
tury. The thumb-sized relic, 
displayed in an ornate silver 
case, can be seen in a chapel 
adjoining the church.

In Manger Square, just 
outside the church, a massive 
Christmas tree has been set 
up and festivities are planned 
in the coming weeks as vari-
ous denominations hold stag-
gered Christmas celebrations. 
On Jan. 7, Bethlehem will 
host an international Santa 
convention.

Tourism has suffered in 
the past during outbreaks of 
violence between Israel and 
the Palestinians. But the Pal-
estinian Tourism Ministry 
expects 3.5 million visitors to 
Bethlehem in 2019, up from 
3 million the previous year 
— and many believe there is 
still room for growth.

"The general situation in 
Palestine and the Holy Land 
is that there is very good se-
curity, better than most coun-
tries in the world, and so the 
people are visiting," said Elias 
al-Arja, chairman of the local 
hotel association.

He noted while the Holy 
Land includes the most im-
portant sites in Christianity, 
including the places where 
tradition says Christ was 
born, where he grew up, was 

crucified and resurrected, it 
attracts far fewer visitors than 
the Vatican. "We have the op-
portunity to draw more peo-
ple," he said.

Religious tourism is a boon 
for the local economy, but 
many Palestinians feel the 
city's modern residents are 
largely ignored.

Israel captured the West 
Bank — along with east Je-
rusalem and the Gaza Strip 
— in the 1967 Middle East 
war. The Palestinians view 
the territories as part of their 
national homeland and hope 
to one day establish an inde-
pendent state.

Visitors traveling to Beth-
lehem pass through a sprawl-
ing Israeli checkpoint and 
then drive along the separa-
tion wall, which Israel began 
building during the second 
Palestinian intifada, or upris-
ing, in the early 2000s. Israel 
says the barrier is needed 
to prevent attacks, but the 
Palestinians view it as a land 
grab because its route places 
almost 10 percent of the West 
Bank on the Israeli side. Beth-
lehem itself is almost com-
pletely surrounded by the 
barrier and a string of Jewish 
settlements.

The town's predicament 
is on vivid display in and 
around the Walled-Off Ho-
tel, which was designed by 
Banksy and opened in 2017. 

The hotel looks out on the 
separation wall, which it-
self is covered with artwork, 
graffiti and museum panels 
explaining life under occu-
pation. Inside, a number of 
Banksy pieces are depicted in 
a haunting lobby, which this 
time of year is dimly lit with 
Christmas lights.

The hotel offers weekly 
performances by local mu-
sicians and daily tours of a 
nearby Palestinian refugee 
camp. Tours of Banksy's pub-
lic artwork elsewhere in the 
town can be organized on 
request.

A different form of alter-
native tourism, conceived by 
Palestinians themselves, can 
be found in the city center, 
just a few hundred meters 
(yards) from the church. 
There the municipality, with 
Italian aid, has restored an 
18th-century guesthouse and 
rented it out to Fadi Kattan, a 
French Palestinian chef.

The Hosh Al-Syrian Guest-
house includes 12 tasteful-
ly furnished rooms ranging 
from $80 to $150 a night. At 
its Fawda Restaurant — Ara-
bic for chaos — Kattan uses 
local ingredients to cook up 
traditional Palestinian cuisine 
with a modern twist.

"My vision was to say reli-
gious tourism will promote 
itself by itself, it doesn't need 
the private sector to promote 

it," he said. "Let's promote ev-
erything else. Let's promote 
our food, let's promote our 
culture, let's promote our his-
tory."

Kattan is especially keen to 
promote Palestinian cuisine, 
which he says has been appro-
priated by Israeli chefs and 
food writers. As with nearly 
everything else having to do 
with the Middle East conflict, 
there are two sides: Israeli cui-
sine owes much to Jewish im-
migrants from ancient com-
munities across the Middle 
East and North Africa.

The guesthouse partners 
with a local group known as 
Farayek to offer food tours 
in which visitors wander 
through the local market, 
meeting farmers, butchers 
and bakers before having 
lunch at the guesthouse. An-
other program includes cook-
ing classes taught by a Pales-
tinian grandmother.

"What I was hoping to 
achieve is to have people stay 
three nights in Bethlehem, 
to have people go to the fruit 
and vegetable market, to have 
people meet the people of 
Bethlehem, not just the very 
short tour into the city," he 
said.

When the guesthouse 
opened in 2014, the average 
stay was one night, but now 
it has risen to three and a 
half, with steady occupancy 

throughout the low season, 
Kattan said.

A handful of other restored 
guesthouses have also opened 
in recent years, including Dar 
al-Majus, Arabic for House of 
the Maji, named for the three 
kings said to have visited the 
manger after Christ was born.

The guesthouse is part of a 
wider initiative by the Fran-
ciscan Custody of the Holy 
Land and a local association 
to support the Christian com-
munity. Bethlehem's Chris-
tian community, like others 
across the Middle East, has 
dramatically dwindled in re-
cent decades as Christians 
have fled war and conflict or 
sought better economic op-
portunities abroad.

A local family living next to 
the guesthouse cooks break-
fast and traditional meals for 
guests, and the guesthouse 
employs members of another 
two families. The guesthouse 
mostly supplies itself from the 
local market, and there are 
plans to expand to another re-
stored house in the old quar-
ter next year.

Bethlehem's mayor, Anton 
Salman, expects the recent 
growth in tourism to contin-
ue. 

"Each season is more ac-
tive and more organized and 
more attractive for the local 
community in Palestine and 
for the tourists," he said.

GRACE LUTHERAN BAKERS HARD AT WORK

Special to The Prairie Press

The superb bakers of Grace Lutheran Church are busy preparing traditional English style Christmas treats for a tea following 
the 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 15, Christmas concert at the church. The concert features well-known English Christmas carols cover-
ing a wide period of ages played on the church pipe organ, flute and vocal selections. Left to right, Jeannie Taylor, Pat Bolen, 
Ulla Kesler, Paula McClain, Judy Latzke and Judy Bradshaw.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Members of the First 
United Methodist Church 
at Paris are again giving 
up part of their Christmas 
Day to prepare a commu-
nity Christmas dinner.

“There are a lot of people 
who may celebrate Christ-
mas the weekend before or 
the weekend after, but are 
alone on Christmas Day,” 
said Richard Jones. 

He said the idea of the 
Christmas dinner is to give 
everybody who is alone or 
perhaps doesn’t have the 
desire or means to prepare 
a festive meal a way to en-
joy the food in the com-
pany of others and experi-
ence the holiday spirit.

There is no charge for 
the meal but those want-
ing to attend must call the 
church, 217-466-4215, be-
fore Dec. 23.

“Anybody is welcome, 
but we just need a count so 
we know how much food 
to prepare,” Jones said.

The meal is served at 
noon Christmas Day and 
the menu is ham, potatoes, 
vegetables, salad, cakes 
and pies. 

Jones explained the 
church started serving the 
Christmas meal about five 
or six years ago after recog-
nizing there are people in 
the community who have 
nowhere to go and spend 
the day alone during a 
holiday that is so strongly 
family oriented. He add-
ed it is common to serve 
about 150 people.

“That will be down a 
little this year because we 
normally took meals to the 
inmates at the jail,” he said.

The Edgar County Jail is 
currently housing inmates 
in other facilities while 
the sheriff ’s department 
addresses issues raised by 
the Department of Cor-
rections and the county’s 
insurance provider. 

Jones said church mem-
bers still plan to take meals 
to the jail for dispatchers 
and others working there 
on Christmas as well as of-
fer meals to on duty Paris 
police officers and fire-
fighters. 

Church 
invites 
all to free 
Christmas 
dinner

One of the acclaimed 
movies of the decade of the 
60s was “Cool Hand Luke.” 

The 1967 
movie fea-
tured Paul 
Newman, 
who re-
ceived an 
Academy 
A w a r d 
No m i n a -
tion for 
Best Actor 
in a star-
ring role, 

and George Kennedy, who 
won an Academy Award for 
Best Supporting Actor. 

The movie won critical 
reviews and some place it 
among the top 100 mov-
ies of Hollywood. But re-
markably one line given by 
supporting actor Strother 
Martin as the prison warden 
became the enduring me-
morial to the film. During 
a confrontation with Luke, 
the perpetual non-con-
formist, the warden states, 
“What we got here is failure 
to communicate.” And then 
adds, “Some men you just 
can’t reach.”   

Later after escaping con-
finement and being cor-
nered, Luke taunts the war-
den with that same line and 
it results in his demise.

  An honest study of the-
ology helps us realize that 
failure to understand God 
lies on our part and not on 
his. God’s very nature is 
one of transparency and 
revelation. Jehovah or Yah-
weh, the name of God, can 
be interpreted to mean the 
self-existent one who re-
veals himself.

God didn’t want his cre-
ated beings not to know 
who he is, or that his intent 
for his creation, which in-
cludes you and I, is for us to 
know him personally and 
intimately. God made sure 
there wasn’t failure to com-
municate. And how did he 
do that?

The Psalmist sang that, 
“Creation declares the glo-
ry of God.” The beauty and 
complexities of creation cry 
out that there is Intelligent 
Design. Interweave that 
with repeated personal en-
counters or interventions, 
and the Ten Command-
ments, along with the 
words of the prophets of 
the Old Testament; yet the 
greatest and most detailed 

No failure to 
communicate 
through faith

See PASTOR, Page 6B

JACK
HOFFMAN
PASTOR’S 
PERSPECTIVE

BY LYNN MOODY
lynnlmoody@hotmail.com

Although the Queen of England 
will not attend, the members of Grace 
Lutheran Church are offering a royal 
guest experience to those attending 
the 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 15, Christmas 
concert at the church, 711 S. Main 
Street.

A reception follows with English 
teatime Christmas treats. Tickets are 
available at the door Sunday and are 
only $5 each. All proceeds from the 
concert support the Grace Lutheran 
Child Development Center.  

The concert follows an internation-
al theme established when the 2018 
event featured German music, plus 
German Christmas cookies and treats. 
The Dec. 15 concert is filled with both 
lively and traditional English Christ-
mas music, including carols and hymns 
from the old English churches. 

The afternoon will take listeners 
back to childhood memories of the 
music shared with them and taught to 
them by their parents, grandparents, 
great-grandparents, their churches and 
their music teachers.

Organ and vocal selections include, 
“O Come all Ye Faithful,” “Hark! The 
Herald Angels Sing” and “Once in 
Royal David’s City.” Audience mem-
bers will hear amazing organ improvi-
sations and descants, and they will be 
invited to join the musicians in singing 
many of the traditional, well-known 
English Christmas hymns and carols. 

This year’s concert features guest 
organist Keith Williams, vocalist Ka-

trina Jurica and Grace Lutheran’s own 
flautist, Hallie Guymon of West Terre 
Haute, Ind.  

Williams, of Champaign, is a grad-
uate of Oberlin College Conservatory 
of Music, a well known area pipe organ 
builder, organist and church musician. 
He will perform on the outstanding 
Phelps Pipe Organ at Grace Lutheran 
Church.  

Jurica, a graduate of Concordia 
University, River Forest, is known for 
her expertise in choral music and as 
conductor of the Concordia Universi-
ty Kapelle Choir, the premier touring 
choir of the university.  

Guymon is performing selections 
from Handel’s “Messiah” and “Wex-
ford Carol.”  

The reception following the con-
cert features the extraordinary baking 
skills of the women of Grace Lutheran 

Church. In keeping with the English 
Christmas celebration, those at the re-
ception can sample English and Scot-
tish treats like British Yule log, plum 
pudding, shortbread cookies, trifle, 
scones and even Dundee cake—the 
Queen of England’s favorite cake to 
take on her travels—along with favor-
ite American Christmas cookies and 
treats as well.

The members of Grace Lutheran 
Church invite community members to 
join them for a joyous Christmas cel-
ebration filled with fellowship, friends 
and family, fantastic music, fabulous 
food and favorite hymns and Christ-
mas carols that truly celebrate the 
Christmas season.  

Questions about the concert may be 
directed to the church’s organists Judy 
Carroll, 217-466-0710, or  Jeannie Tay-
lor, 217-898-6466.

Grace Lutheran organ concert

Special to The Prairie Press

A confectionary Yule log is a staple for a typical British Christmas celebration. The 
Grace Lutheran Church Christmas concert 3 p.m. Dec. 15 features Christmas music 
from Great Britain and the reception following the event highlights a variety of 
Christmas teatime treats.

Concert brings traditional 
English Christmas music to 
Paris; reception with food is 
downstairs after the show



6B |  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2019    |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netGRACE

CALL 1-866-853-8433Promo code N7017
TM

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after Instant Rebate is applied. Single supplement and season surcharges may 
apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. For Hawaiian Islands Cruise & Tour, Free Internet and Free Beverage Package offers vary based on cabin 
category purchased. Additional service charges are required and payable to YMT with final balance for select Set Sail offers. For full Set Sail terms and conditions ask your Travel Consultant. Offers apply to 
new bookings only made by 12/31/19. Other terms & conditions may apply.

GUIDED TOUR EXPERTS – CALL FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE

GRAND ALASKAN 
CRUISE & TOUR

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS 
CRUISE & TOUR

Enjoy 7 nights aboard Holland America 
Line’s ms Westerdam and 4 nights on 
land. You’ll cruise the Gulf of Alaska and 
the Inside Passage—a sea lane teeming 
with marine wildlife, where you’ll pass 
glaciers, mountains, and lush forests, 
with stops in Ketchikan, Skagway, and 
Glacier Bay. On land, you’ll go deep  
into Denali National Park, tour 
Anchorage, and see the Alaska Wildlife 
Conservation Center.

Enjoy Hawaii on this island-hopping cruise 
tour. Spend 7 nights aboard Norwegian 
Cruise Line’s renovated Pride of America. 
Experience the Iao Valley on Maui, the 
beauty and charm of Hilo, Kona’s coffee-
rich “Gold Coast,” and Kauai’s Na Pali 
coast and Waimea Canyon. Your land tour 
includes Pearl Harbor and Honolulu city 
tours, and time to relax on Waikiki Beach. 
Guided on Oahu by our friendly Tour 
Directors—your local experts.

12 days, departs May - September 2020 12 days, departs year-round

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • 
Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay • 
Anchorage • Denali • and more

Oahu • Kauai • Maui •
Hawaii “Big Island” 

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW 

FROM
$1,549*

$1,299*

FROM
$2,349*

$2,099*

FREE INTERNET • FREE BEVERAGE PACKAGE

Come join a winning team!

Check out what we have to offer at prairiepress.net

The Opportunity Bank
	  

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

Gregg Whitkanack

CoCo FLAMINGO
Nail Salon & Boutique

Betty Lorenzen
Owner/Nail Technician

217-402-4858
cocoflamingosalon@icloud.com

15721 US HWY 36, E Office Unit 
Chrisman IL 61924

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

explanation of himself was in 
the incarnation of Jesus Christ.  

The letter to the Hebrews 
begins by telling us that God, 
“in these last days has spoken 
to us in His Son.” The apostle 
John shared in John 1:18 that 
Jesus Christ has declared or 
explained (the word in the 
Greek implies full manifesta-
tion or detail) the creator God 
that no man has ever seen (i.e. 
because in Spirit God is every-
where).  

Jesus told his disciples that 
everyone who had seen him 
had seen the Father fleshed 
out. Paul wrote, “God was in 
Christ reconciling (bringing 
mankind back into right rela-
tionship) the world to Him-
self,” in 2 Corinthians 6:19. 
That’s why the Christmas nar-
rative is the most important 
and precious story ever told.

Included with being called 
wonderful counselor and ev-
erlasting father, the babe born 
in Bethlehem is also called 
Emmanuel, which means 
“God with us.” Don’t miss 
this: God wanted no misun-
derstanding, nothing hidden, 
no gaps or blank pages in the 
journal. God wanted to make 
sure that mankind understood 
exactly what and who he is, 
how holy righteously pure in 

essence, what he knows and 
expects of mankind and how 
deeply he loves each of us. 

The divine authority never 
messed up by allowing failure 
to communicate. God deliv-
ered the message and when 
Jesus was birthed and laid in 
a manger, angels announced 
it in the cool night air outside 
the city: “Glory to God in the 
Highest.”  

The hapless warden of 
“Cool Hand Luke” not only 
couldn’t communicate cor-
rectly, he acknowledged he 
couldn’t reach some men no 
matter what: “Some men you 
just can’t reach.”  

The warden couldn’t, but 
God can because he has 
reached out to every man and 
every woman for all time and 
eternity through the gift of his 
son.  

The songwriter urged us: 
“Fall on your knees; O hear 
the angel voices! O night di-
vine, O night when Christ was 
born. O night, O holy night, O 
night divine!”

There is no failure to com-
municate on God’s part. Are 
we listening? 

(Pastor Jack D. Hoffman is 
the senior pastor at Cornerstone 
Baptist Church in Paris. Email 
him at jillandjack1971@gmail.
com. Pastor’s Perspective is pro-
vided by the Paris Ministerial 
Fellowship.)

PASTOR
FROM PAGE 5B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

WHEATON — The day 
pastor and mental health advo-
cate Jarrid Wilson died was the 
day organizers began planning 
a one-day evangelical Chris-
tian summit about pastors and 
mental health.

Wilson, a pastor at Har-
vest Christian Fellowship in 
Riverside, Calif., spent his life 
advocating for mental health 
through his nonprofit, Anthem 
of Hope. He shared openly 
about his depression, offering 
words of hope on social me-
dia and calling on the church 
to better understand mental 
health.

He died by suicide in Sep-
tember.  

Organizers of Friday's gath-
ering of pastors and other 
Christian leaders said they 
were continuing Wilson's 
work.

“Today, we join a conversa-
tion already in progress, often 
in the mental health commu-
nity, but less so — and some-
times tragically so — the con-
versation has not yet made it 
into many of our churches,” 
said Ed Stetzer, executive direc-
tor of the Billy Graham Center.

About 400 ministry leaders 
filled a sold-out auditorium at 

Wheaton mental health religious summit 
remembers Jarrid Wilson’s ‘legacy of hope’

the Billy Graham Center for 
GC2: Facing Hard Truths and 
Challenges of Pastoral Min-
istry, focused on the topics of 
leadership, burnout and men-
tal health. Another 77 church-
es around the world live-
streamed the event, according 
to Stetzer. 

The event is the fourth an-
nual GC2 summit organized 
by the Billy Graham Center 
and Wheaton College School 
of Psychology, Counseling and 
Family Therapy on the evan-
gelical Christian school’s cam-
pus in the Chicago suburbs.

The summit takes its name 
from the so-called Great Com-
mission — “Go and make dis-
ciples of all nations” — and 
Great Commandment — 
“Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind” 
and “Love your neighbor as 
yourself” — given by Jesus.

Previous summits have fo-
cused on evangelicals’ respons-
es to refugees, mass incarcer-
ation and sexual abuse in the 
church.

Friday's summit comes 
as a 2015 study from Nash-
ville-based LifeWay Research 
found that about half of all 
Protestant pastors feel as 
though the demands of min-
istry are more than they can 
handle (48 percent) and find 
their role to be frequently over-
whelming (54 percent). Most 
(84 percent) feel they are al-
ways on call.

Still, most ministry leaders 
view their role as a “privilege,” 
said Rick Warren, longtime 
senior pastor of Saddleback 
Church in Lake Forest, Cali-
fornia.

Warren said he experienced 
mental illness as a young pas-
tor. Less than a year into his 
marriage, while working as a 

youth pastor in Los Angeles, 
he was hospitalized for depres-
sion, he said.

“Before my ministry got 
started, I thought it was end-
ing," Warren told those gath-
ered at the summit. 

His family also was affected 
by mental illness. His son, Mat-
thew, died by suicide in 2013 
after a long battle with depres-
sion.

Warren encouraged pastors 
not to give up on ministry and 
to admit their own weakness.

“We never help people with 
our strengths like we think we 
do. We help people with our 
weaknesses,” he said.

Wheaton College President 
Philip Ryken told ministry 
leaders that issues of mental 
health and depression aren't 
new to spiritual leaders and 
can be found in the Bible. He 
paraphrased the words of the 
prophet Elijah in 1 Kings 19: 
“I've had enough. In fact, I re-
ally just want to die.”

And ministry leaders like 
Drew Hyun, founding pastor 
of Hope Church NYC in New 
York, and Ruth Haley Barton, 
founder of the Transforming 
Center, shared their own strug-
gles with depression and burn-
out.

Those personal stories were 
accompanied by presentations 
by Margaret Diddams, orga-
nizational psychologist and 
provost at Wheaton College, 
and David Wang, associate 
professor of psychology at Bio-
la University, who spoke about 
burnout and how pastors and 
ministry leaders can protect 
themselves, their staffs and 
their congregations. 

To help prevent burnout, 
Wang suggested that pastors 
build a social support net-
work, take Sabbath days and 
vacations away from work and 

recognize that pastors can ex-
perience burnout precisely 
because they enjoy their work 
so much.

Amy Martin, senior director 
of engagement at Highpoint 
Church in neighboring Naper-
ville, Illinois, said she identified 
with getting calls or texts late 
at night or in the early morn-
ing from church members, 
“because people’s needs never 
stop.”

That availability to people in 
their time of need is a blessing, 
she said. But it also can be a 
challenge.

“You have to just be aware 
of your own boundaries. You 
have to be aware of your own 
ways you’re going to fill your-
self up, knowing that you’re 
always on call,” she said.

Martin attended the sum-
mit Friday as part of staff de-
velopment with others from 
Highpoint. The conversation 
around ministry leaders and 
mental health isn't one she of-
ten hears, Martin said.

That's a conversation which 
is desperately needed, accord-
ing to Derwin Gray, found-
ing pastor of Transformation 
Church near Charlotte.

Gray, who helped organize 
Friday's summit, was a friend 
of Wilson's. The two had met 
on social media and bonded 
over conversations about par-
enting, the gospel and their 
shared love of fishing. Gray 
said he talked with Wilson not 
long before his friend's death. 

At the end of their conver-
sation, Gray promised to call 
Wilson later in the week.

Days later, Wilson was gone.
"But I want you to know 

that’s not Jarrid’s legacy. Jarrid's 
legacy is a legacy of hope," Gray 
said. "There is hope, and hope 
has a name, and his name is 
Jesus."

GRACE NOTES

DEC. 15  SONSHINE 
PUPPETS 
The Sonshine Puppeteers of 
the Presbyterian Church of 
Paris present the annual Christ-
mas Program 2 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 15.  There is no charge to 
attend but a free-will offering 
will be taken. Refreshments 
follow the program, which is 
less than one hour long.    

DEC. 14-15 LAKE RIDGE 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS
The annual adult Christmas 
performance at Lake Ridge 
Christian Church is 5 p.m. to-
day, Dec. 14, and 1:30 p.m. Sun-
day, Dec. 15, at the church,122 E 
Steidl Rd. This year’s show is “A 
Super Christmas.”

THAT’S THE POWER OF

BRINGING 
EDGAR COUNTY 

TOGETHER … 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216
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We all like to think that mak-
ing positive changes to a home 
can make it more attractive to 
buyers. However, some ren-
ovations — while they might 
make you feel more comfort-
able — might not actually help 
you sell your home in the long 
run.

The National Association 
of Realtors (NAR) recently 
released its 2019 Remodeling 
Impact Report, finding that 
some renovations are less effec-
tive than others in convincing 
buyers to move forward.

Surveying real estate agents, 
NAR looked at 20 projects and 
asked agents which they’d sug-
gested homeowners do before 
selling a home. The survey also 
asked agents whether complet-
ed projects had helped close a 
sale.

Following are some of the 
renovations this survey iden-
tified as least likely to close a 
home sale. Specifically, fewer 
than 10 percent of real estate 
agents said these projects 
helped close a sale.

HVAC REPLACEMENT
Surveyed real estate agents 

who said this project helped 
close a home sale: 7 percent

Agents who have suggested 
that homeowners do this proj-
ect before selling: 20 percent

According to the National 
Association of Realtors report, 
the estimate cost of complet-
ing an HVAC replacement is 
about $8,200, and the cost re-
covered in a home sale is about 
$7,000. So, even though you 
might be able to recover much 
of the cost of doing the project, 
it’s not one that is likely to help 
you close the sale.

NEW WOOD FLOORING
Surveyed real estate agents 

who said this project helped 
close a home sale: 5 percent

Agents who have suggested 
that homeowners do this proj-
ect before selling: 16 percent

The Joint Center for Hous-
ing Studies of Harvard Univer-
sity reported earlier this year 
indoor flooring replacement 
is the most common upgrade. 
And yet, real estate agents indi-
cate that this project is unlikely 
to add much to a home’s appeal 
to buyers.

HARDWOOD REFINISH
Surveyed real estate agents 

who said this project helped 
close a home sale: 5 percent

Agents who have suggested 
that homeowners do this proj-
ect before selling: 27 percent

New flooring isn’t recom-
mended by as many real estate 

agents; refinishing the wood 
flooring that’s already there is 
a more popular suggestion, ac-
cording to the NAR report.

Even though it doesn’t help 
much to close a home sale, the 
report indicates that those who 
invest in the project see a re-
covery of 100 percent of their 
investment.

NEW STEEL FRONT DOOR
Surveyed real estate agents 

who said this project helped 
close a home sale: 1 percent

Agents who have suggest-
ed that homeowners do this 
project before selling: 4 per-
cent

While replacing your front 
door isn’t something that 
closes a home sale, it can help 
boost the value of your home 
— especially if you paint it 
black. This project is likely to 
bring homeowners joy. The 

NAR report gave the project 
what it calls a “Joy Score” of 
9.7 out of 10.

BATHROOM RENOVATION
Surveyed real estate agents 

who said this project helped 
close a home sale: 4 percent

Agents who have suggested 
that homeowners do this proj-
ect before selling: 33 percent

A third of real estate agents 
suggest homeowners make 
this change before they sell, 
even though this project 
doesn’t usually help close a 
sale. Homeowners might only 
see a 57 percent return on val-
ue when completing a bath-
room renovation, according to 
the NAR report.

ADD A NEW BATHROOM
Surveyed real estate agents 

who said this project helped 
close a home sale: 1 percent

Agents who have suggest-
ed that homeowners do this 
project before selling: 5 per-
cent

Few real estate agents sug-
gest this renovation — and 
even fewer find that it helps 
with closing a home sale. It 
might be best to skip this one 
since it can cost as much as 
$60,000 — with only return 
about 50 percent of its cost, 
according to the NAR report.

NEW MASTER SUITE
Surveyed real estate agents 

who said this project helped 
close a home sale: Less than 1 
percent

Agents who have suggested 
that homeowners do this proj-
ect before selling: 3 percent

Not only is this project un-
likely to help close a home 
sale, it’s also unlikely to pay for 
itself.

Renovations that are unlikely to sell

STEELE BUYS M&M MOWER REPAIR FROM MATTINGLY

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Brian Steele, left, is the new owner of the mower shop in Chrisman started by Mark Mattingly, right. The two men have known 
each other for several years and the sale serves both of their interests. Steele was out of room and had no way to expand his 
Kankakee business, and Mattingly was finding his other business interests were making it difficult to devote the amount of 
time needed at the mower repair shop.

NEW YORK (AP) — 
The email looked legitimate, 
so Danielle Radin clicked 

on the 
link it 
contained, 
expecting 
to have her 
products 
included in 
a holiday 
gift guide.

"I in-
stantly re-
gretted it," 
says Radin, 

owner of Mantra Magnets, 
a website that sells wellness 
products. "It took me to 
some random website that 
looked like those pop-ups 
telling you that you've won 
the lottery."

Within days of that click 
three weeks ago, Radin 
began getting notifications 
that people in Ecuador, 
China and elsewhere 
were trying to access her 
email account. She wasn't 
surprised; she knew her San 
Diego-based small business 
had been the target of a 
phishing scam.

While cybercriminals 
strike at any time of the 
year, they're particularly 
active during the holiday 
and income tax filing 
seasons when computer 
users expect to see more 
emails — and scammers 
are increasingly targeting 
individual small business-
es with phishing scams, 
sending messages that look 
legitimate but do harm 
instead. An unsuspecting 
owner or employee clicks 
on a link or attachment and 
like Radin finds that mali-
cious software has invaded 
their PCs.

Cybersecurity experts 
find that criminals who 
used to blanket thousands 
of computer users in hopes 
of fooling a handful have re-
fined their methods. Scam-
mers find small businesses 
through websites, social 
media sites and by combing 
email address books. They 
also mine personal data 
from breaches at retailers 
and other large compa-
nies. Then, using a process 
called social engineering, 
they construct emails that 
increasingly look realistic, 
as if they truly come from 
a boss, colleague, friend, 
potential client or vendor, a 
bank and even the IRS.

"In the last year or two 
they've been running more 
professional campaigns," 
says Perry Toone, owner 
of Thexyz, an email service 
provider based in Toronto. 
"It can take a couple of min-
utes for me to determine 
that they're phishing scams. 
That tells me they're doing a 
very good job."

Radin believes the scam-
mers found her through 
her website or a blog. Like 
many small businesses, she 
has an email address on her 
site, and the scammers 

Holidays 
bring 
phishing 
scam surge

JOYCE
ROSENBERG
ABOUT 
BUSINESS

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – An old business ad-
age states nothing succeeds like success 
and that proved true for Mark Matting-
ly of Chrisman and Brian Steele of 
Kankakee. 

Mattingly owned M&M Mower Re-
pair in Chrisman, but he also has other 
interests such as an antique business 
and the recently developed Bloomfield 
Barn.

“The barn took off more than we 
anticipated,” said Mattingly and as a re-
sult he found himself pulled more and 
more away from the mower repair and 
new sales business. 

“I only had time to service what I 
sold,” Mattingly said, which was a de-
parture from his original plan to work 
on a variety of manufacturers.

Steele had a different problem. 
With just $200, he started a mower 
repair business from his home garage 
in Kankakee. As word got out, his 
business grew and he introduced new 
product sales but it was difficult trying 
to operate from such a small space.

Steele added the cost of real estate, 
construction expense and insurance 
rates at Kankakee made it impossible 
to construct a new facility but his vol-
ume of business was such that working 
out of the garage was impractical.

“I was trying to operate two busi-
nesses and working 18 hours a day,” 
said Steele. “It was way too much.”

The solution for both men came 
through a mutual supplier who 
brought Mattingly and Steele together, 
although they had known each other 

for some time through attending man-
ufacturer’s training and other events 
related to mowers and small engine re-
pair. In early November, Steele bought 
the Chrisman business from Mattingly.

“My wife and I wanted a fresh start. 
We talked with Mark and made several 
visits to Chrisman,” Steele said.  “My 
wife put a lot of trust in me. She said 
if I could do it in Kankakee, I could do 
it here.”

Mattingly wanted somebody who 
held similar beliefs about the impor-
tance of customer service to protect 
the business he built.

“I wanted to make sure my custom-

ers were taken care of,” Mattingly said, 
adding both men approach business 
with an attitude of the customer should 
always come first. 

“What made me succeed was I put 
the customer first,” said Steele, not-
ing some of his Kankakee customers 
have already brought equipment to his 
Chrisman location for repair work. 

Steele plans to continue Mattingly’s 
original idea of providing repair service 
to all makes and models whether it was 
sold from the business or not. He is 
authorized to repair the products of 30 
different manufacturers.

Mower business has new owner

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Jeremy Rolles works on a Big Dog mower at Brian’s Mower Repair in Chrisman. 
Brian Steele of Kankakee bought the established business from Mark Mattingly in 
early November and is looking forward to serving the community with new mower 
sales and repairs for multiple lines of manufacturers.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

EnerStar’s 81st annual 
meeting is just around the 
corner, and cooperative 
members can run in the 
upcoming election for the 
board of directors. Members 
who are eligible candidates 
and can commit the time 
and energy to the mem-
ber-owned corporation may 
want to consider this oppor-
tunity. 

The role of director is a 
significant commitment – of 
time, energy and education 
– more than most members 
realize. Thankfully, there are 
cooperative members who 
are willing to serve in this 
important capacity. Deci-
sions made can affect the 
membership into the next 
generation. EnerStar has 
three director seats open in 
the 2020 election which are 
for three-year terms in Dis-
tricts 1, 5 and 9.

VOTING DISTRICT 
Representative District 

1 consists of the townships 
of Newman, Bowdre and 
Sargent in Douglas County; 
the townships of East Oak-
land and Ashmore in Coles 
County; the township of 
Embarrass in Edgar County 
and all that portion of the 
township of Shiloh lying 
south of the 1800th Road in 
Edgar County.

VOTING DISTRICT B
Representative District 5 

consists of the township of 
Elbridge in Edgar County; 
all that portion of the Town-
ship of Symmes lying north 
of the 400th Road and west 
of Illinois Highway 1 in 
Edgar County and all that 
portion of the Township 
of Symmes lying north of 
the 300th Road and east of 
Illinois Highway 1 in Edgar 
County.

VOTING DISTRICT C
Representative District 9 

consists of the townships of 
Anderson, Darwin, Melrose 
and York in Clark County 
and all that portion of the 
township of Marshall lying 

EnerStar, CoBank grants help local food pantries, ambulance service

Special to The Prairie Press

Accepting a $5,000 check from CoBank and the EnerStar 
Electric Cooperative board of directors for the Chrisman Food 
Pantry is Joe and Pat Hollingsworth.See GRANTS, Page 8B

See STEELE, Page 8B

EnerStar 
board 
nominating 
petitions 
are available

See PETITIONS, Page 8B

See ROSENBERG, Page 8B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

For the eighth year, Ener-
Star Electric Cooperative has 
been awarded the CoBank 
Sharing Success matching 
grant. This year's recipients 
are the Compassionate Food 
Pantry of Edgar County, the 
Northern Edgar County 
Ambulance Service, and the 
Chrisman Food Pantry. Each 
organization received $5,000.

The grant's purpose is to 
help cooperatives support 
causes and organizations im-
portant to the communities 
they serve. 

CoBank, a non-profit, 

cooperatively owned bank, 
assists rural America with 
financial services to agribusi-
ness and rural electricity, 
water and communication 
providers in all 50 states. Co-
Bank matches contributions 
by its cooperative members 
to the charitable organiza-
tions of their choice on a 
dollar-for-dollar basis up to 
$5,000. 

The charitable organiza-
tions must be established as 
a non-profit under section 
501(c)3 of the Internal Rev-
enue Service code. Other 
potentially eligible orga-
nizations include schools, 

churches and government or-
ganizations — if the donation 
serves a public purpose and is 
consistent with the program's 
purpose and guidelines.

"EnerStar Electric Coop-
erative is guided by seven 
cooperative principles, which 
include 'Cooperation among 
Cooperatives' and 'Concern 
for Community,' so we are 
very proud to be a part of this 
program," said EnerStar's An-
gela Griffin. "Through these 
grants, we have been able to 
assist several worthwhile or-
ganizations over the years." 

Past recipents include the 



Edgar County and Clark 
County Sheriff Departments, 
Clark County Park District, 
Oakland Food Pantry, Twin 
Lakes All-Abilities Play-
ground, Human Resources 
Center of Edgar and Clark 
County, University of Illinois 
Extension Service in Edgar 
and Clark County, Marshall 
Food Distribution Center, 
Martinsville Food Pantry and 
the Paris High School Con-
struction Project.

EnerStar Electric Coopera-
tive is committed to providing 
superior service based on four 
core principles: integrity, ac-
countability, innovation and 
commitment to community. 

The co-op serves more than 
5,248 meters over 1,497 miles 
of line in parts of Clark, Coles, 

Douglas, Edgar and Vermilion 
counties. For more informa-
tion visit www.enerstar.com.
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old school
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concludes

Aftershocks of 
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Wildfires spur 
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than it sounds

TIGERS HOST

KANKAKEE

MCNAMARA

Latest news, 

online extras

Edgar County’s first 

settlers founded Paris’ 

first schools, and their 

impact has kept expanding 

ever since.  

HISTORY, 3B

After fraught leadup, jury 

finds Justin Hefner guilty 

of two felonies; sentencing 

is set for next month.

 NEWS, 3A

Paris native and Harvard 

geneticist Stephen Elledge 

leads a breakthrough 

discovery about measles 

and immune amnesia. 

HEALTH, 7B

Churches in northern 

California convert to 

evacuation shelters as 

blazes continue.  

GRACE, 5B

Dump dinner recipes 

let cooks dump their 

ingredients in a pot or 

oven, walk away and come 

back to a delicious meal.

C’EST LA VIE, 1B

It’s playoff time for the 

Paris Tigers, who host 

Kankakee McNamara at 

1:30 p.m. today at Tiger 

Stadium in Class 4A ac-

tion.  SPORTS, 9A

Join the conversation 

and have fun with us on 

Facebook! Search for The 

Prairie Press and “like” us.

Thanksgiving hosts needed

International Thanksgiving Fellowship connects exchange students with local families

BY GARY HENRY

ghenry@prairiepress.net

A 63-year-old idea remains 

as relevant today as in 1956, 

and perhaps even more im-

portant.
The International Thanks-

giving Fellowship arose in 

Paris with the idea that for-

eign students attending col-

lege in America could better 

understand and appreciate 

Americans by spending time 

with families and celebrating 

Thanksgiving – that most 

American of holidays.

“We have seen a decline in 

the students from Chicago,” 

said Barbara Dick. “We have 

also seen a decline in host 

families.”
She said it is possible the 

current state of world affairs 

highlighting perceived dif-

ferences may be a factor in 

why fewer people in Paris are 

willing to open their homes 

to the students for the holi-

day weekend. Another factor 

is families in 2019 are much 

more mobile than they were 

in 1956 and people don’t al-

ways stay home for Thanks-

giving.
As for the declining number 

of students, Dick explained 

the Thanksgiving Fellowship 

works closely with the Inter-

national House at the Uni-

versity of Chicago and much 

depends on how hard that 

staff recruits students to take 

advantage of the opportunity.

This year Paris is slated for 

15 students, although the ac-

tual number of guests may 

be higher because some of 

the graduate students may be 

accompanied by a spouse or 

child. Dick is in need of local 

families and at the time of 

the interview did not have 15 

families committed to hosting 

a student.

“We try to get as many dif-

ferent countries as we can, but 

it can be a challenge since so 

many Chinese come to the 

Unites States for their educa-

tion,” said Dick. 

Paris is not the only com-

munity that does a Thanksgiv-

ing Fellowship. The program 

started here and since then 

three or four other Illinois 

communities also participate.

She urged anyone who 

might have misgivings about 

hosting a student because of 

cultural concerns to put such 

reservations aside. The stu-

dents, she said, are broadmin-

ded and genuinely curious 

about how Americans live.

“It may be their only chance 

to stay in an American home,” 

said Dick.

The responsibility of the 

host families starts when the 

guests arrive Wednesday, Nov. 

27. The students remain with 

the host families Thanksgiving 

Day to celebrate the holiday in 

the manner the family does. 

Friday is a day of organized 

activities for the students such 

as visiting Shewey’s ceramics 

business in Paris or shopping 

at Wal-Mart and Rural King. 

Some years there is a trip to 

Arthur to learn about the 

Amish.
Saturday the host families 

bring the students to the Paris 

Square for the Christmas in 

Paris event, which includes 

a 4 p.m. Friendship Candle 

lighting ceremony at Prospect 

Bank and riding on a float in 

the illuminated parade. The 

students return to Chicago on 

Sunday.
“They love being in the pa-

rade,” said Dick.

Funding for the Interna-

tional Thanksgiving Fellow-

ship comes from the United 

Way, a city grant through the 

hotel/motel tourism tax and 

what Dick described as gen-

erous private donations. In 

an effort to cut costs this year, 

the committee has hired Ball 

Transportation to get the stu-

dents from and back to Chi-

cago on a school bus. In years 

past, a charter coach was used.

Dick said the experience is 

good for the students and the 

See HOSTS, Page 8A

MODERN CHRISTMAS CLASSIC COMES TO PARIS

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Buddy the Elf, played by Mayo eighth grader Kalvin Rigdon, listens as Santa Claus, played by sixth grader Drew 

Templeton, explains how Buddy came to be at the North Pole, in Mayo Middle School’s production of “Elf Jr.” The final 

performance of the musical is scheduled at 7 p.m. at the Paris Center of Fine Arts. Tickets are available at the door.

Elf Jr. marks season

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Mayo Middle School’s final per-

formance of the musical Elf Jr. will 

be presented at 7 p.m. today at the 

Paris Center of Fine Arts.

Tickets for the musical are avail-

able only at the door, which opens at 

6 p.m. Tickets are $10 for adults and 

$5 for children.

The musical, which lasts just over 

an hour, is based on the popular 

2003 Will Ferrell movie, which has 

become a holiday classic.

The musical centers on Buddy, 

played by Mayo eighth grader Kalvin 

Rigdon, who finds out he is a human 

adopted and raised by Santa's elves. 

Santa Claus, played by sixth grader 

Drew Templeton, explains this to 

Buddy, who then heads to New York 

City to spread Christmas cheer in 

a world of cynics and meet his bio-

logical father, Walter Hobbs, played 

by eighth grader Will Moody. When 

Buddy shows up at his father’s office, 

he’s escorted from the building and 

taken to the North Pole — at Macy’s 

Department Store.

The Macy’s manager, played by 

seventh grader Carter Fox, mistakes 

Buddy for one of his employees 

and assigns him to work with Jovie, 

played by seventh grader Carlee 

Longest. Buddy is immediately smit-

ten and asks her out on a date. Mean-

while, he is arrested for causing a 

near riot in the Macy’s store when he 

confronts the store’s Santa as a fake. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Buddy the Elf Kalvin Rigdon reacts to arriving in New York City in Mayo 

Middle School’s production of “Elf Jr.” The final performance of the musical 

is scheduled at 7 p.m. at the Paris Center of Fine Arts. Tickets are available 

at the door.

See ELF JR., Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY

ghenry@prairiepress.net

The mowing season is over for 

Paris city employees. Among their 

many other tasks during this respite 

are putting the parks into winter 

mode by closing buildings, shutting 

off water and winterizing pipes to 

prevent freeze up.

While many of the parks are go-

ing into slow mode, activity is still 

strong at the West Lake as prepa-

rations for Holiday in the Park are 

starting.
“The tunnel frames are welded 

and painted but not put up,” said 

Chris Redman, the city superinten-

dent of streets, alleys and parks.

Redman discussed progress 

during the Paris Park Board meet-

ing Tuesday, Oct. 29. The lighted 

tunnel was a new addition for the 

2018 Holiday in the Park, and it 

proved a popular attraction with 

visitors. Park board members want-

ed to expand it for this year and 

the most cost effective way was for 

city workers to fabricate the arches, 

rather than buy them premade as 

was done last year.

According to Redman, the new 

addition should almost double the 

length of the tunnel visitors pass 

through as they exit the park onto 

Steidl Road. 

Other activity related to prepar-

ing for Holiday in the Park includes 

wrapping trees with lights and test-

ing lights. Businesses may start de-

livering their illuminated displays 

for set up the second weekend of 

November.

Something new this year is a Bee 

Well of Edgar County sponsored 

fun run Wednesday, Nov. 27, during 

the final testing of the lights before 

the attraction opens to the public 

Thanksgiving night. The fun run 

provides an opportunity for peo-

ple to jog, or walk, around the park 

drive while the lights are on, but 

before the heavy automobile traffic 

starts on the following nights. 

Anyone wanting to participate 

in the fun run should park at Laker 

Stadium and enter and exit through 

Parks 
preparing 

for winter

See PARKS, Page 8A

BY NED JENISON

njenison@mac.com

Preparation for upcoming 

holidays and support for a 

new snack destination occu-

pied a brief meeting of the 

Paris City Council this past 

Monday.

The council also amended 

its contract with The Equity 

to furnish water to the in-

dustry, located at Horace five 

miles north of Paris. Con-

struction of a new water line 

from Paris, north along state 

Route 1 to the Horace-Broc-

ton Road and then west to 

Horace, is expected to start 

next year. It will also contin-

ue north to serve the city of 

Chrisman’s water system. A 

contract for this municipal 

customer has been signed by 

both the Paris and Chrisman 

city councils.

A $10,000 grant, recom-

mended by the Downtown 

Redevelopment 
District 

(TIF) for a new restaurant 

near the old Paris High School 

building, was approved. The 

sandwich and ice cream 

restaurant will be opened next 

year by Eno and Trish Vitale 

and is named the “The Fizz.” It 

will occupy two lots currently 

vacant on the southeast corner 

of Main and Crawford streets, 

just south of the former high 

school, and represents an in-

vestment of approximately 

$211,000 according to infor-

mation provided to the TIF 

advisory committee.

It is downtown parade and 

ceremony time. 

The council paved the way 

by directing that Main Street 

be closed by the Veterans’ Me-

morial on the east side of the 

square on Nov. 11 (Veterans 

Day). 
Main and Central between 

Elizabeth and Union streets 

will be closed from 6 to 7:30 

p.m. Nov. 30 for the Chamber 

of Commerce’s illuminated 

parade closing out the day’s 

Christmas in Paris festivities. 

Also approved for clos-

ing was the south side of the 

square on Halloween evening 

for the Chamber’s “Scare On 

The Square” event unless the 

event was to relocate due to 

the weather.

The city owns the former 

vocational agriculture build-

ing on Central, south of Eve-

land gym, and the council 

approved replacement of the 

hot water heating pump by 

Ruyle for $3,700.  Fire Ap-

paratus Independent Repair 

was approved for the annual 

fire pump service test, costing 

$700. 
During December or Janu-

ary, Agricycle will undertake 

the grinding of brush piled 

at the Potts Lane landscape 

waste site for $26,900. Com-

missioner Jerry Branson said 

this will be reduced by $1,500 

if the city of Marshall decides 

to use Agricycle at the same 

time.
The next city council 

meeting was moved to 5:30 

p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 12, due to 

the Veterans Day holiday on 

Nov. 11. An agenda-setting 

meeting is 4 p.m. Wednesday, 

Nov. 6. Both are open to the 

public.

Paris City Council gets scoop on new ice cream, sandwich shop The Fizz
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figured out that she might 
be interested in selling via a 
holiday gift guide. But finding 
a target is one thing; the 
scam won't work unless it 
tricks an email recipient into 
clicking. Even those who are 
tech savvy can sometimes let 
their guard down. Radin was 
duped even though she's the 
author of "Everyone's Been 
Hacked," a book sold online.

Often a scam succeeds 
because there's just a shred of 
doubt in a computer user — 
the email is realistic enough 
that an owner or employee 
feels they need to read it. 
Sometimes a staffer clicks out 
of fear or a sense of respon-
sibility, says Rahul Telang, 
a professor of information 
systems at Carnegie Mellon 
University's Heinz College.

"It might not sound very 
personal, but you have an idea 
that you should go ahead — 
you feel like the email is com-
ing from the boss," he says.

Computer users may not 
be looking as closely as they 
should at an email — there 

GRANTS
FROM PAGE 7B

Special to The Prairie Press

Gladys Frost of the Compassionate Food Pantry of Edgar County 
accepts a $5,000 check from CoBank and the EnerStar Electric 
Cooperative board of directors to assist with operations and 
food purchases.

ELLIE & OLIVE CHILDREN’S BOUTIQUE OPEN

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Chamber of Commerce members joined the owners of Ellie & Olive for a ribbon cutting Tuesday, 
Dec. 10, to celebrate a new Paris business. The baby and children clothing boutique is located 
on the west side of the Paris square and is open 11 a.m-6 p.m. Tuesday-Friday and 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Saturday. Left to right are Linda Lane, LaNee Pfeiffer, Alan Zuber, Franceska Twigg, Pia Krieger, 
Ellie Krieger held by Teresa Twigg, Sheree Hutchings and Drew Griffin.

can be subtle signs that a 
message is trouble. Terry 
Cole, owner of Cole Infor-
matics, a company whose 
work includes cybersecurity, 
recalls getting an email that 
truly seemed to be from a 
colleague. He was one of 
several people in the industry 
to receive it.

"It said that this colleague 
had sent me a secure private 
message that was ready for 
me to read and included a link 
to click. This was absolutely 
consistent with my normal 
experiences communicating 
with him," says Cole, whose 
company is located in Par-
sons, Tennessee.

Cole didn't do in that 
instance what he usually does 
and advises everyone to do: 
check the email address to be 
sure it's completely correct. 
When he clicked on the link, 
it took him to a bogus website 
claiming to be connected with 
Microsoft and asking him for 
his ID and password. He went 
no further and suffered no 
damage to his PC.

The holidays provide 
scammers with extra oppor-
tunities: emailed greeting 

cards, package shipment 
notices, offers of discounts 
— all of them false. Cyber-
criminals also seek personal 
information from owners and 
employees under the guise 
of needing them to create a 
W-2 or 1099 tax form; at this 
time of year, business owners' 
thoughts are turning to taxes.

"Something that claims to 
know you, your name, where 
you work and wants you to 
take some action is harder to 
spot," says Sherrod DeGrip-
po, senior director of threat 
research and detection at 
Proofpoint, a cybersecurity 
company based in Sunnyvale, 
California.

A common scam at holiday 
time is an email purportedly 
from the boss telling a staffer 
to go buy gift cards and email 
the numbers back, DeGrippo 
says.

"When it appears to come 
from a boss or CEO, I think 
there is that tendency among 
employees to follow those 
directions. They're playing on 
their emotions," she says.

Often, a scam succeeds in 
getting an employee to click 
on a personal email while on a 

company PC — many work-
ers check their personal email 
while at work. Even though 
the email came through on 
a personal message, it's the 
company's machine that can 
be infected.

Companies can pro-
tect themselves in part 
by restricting employees' 
access to personal email sites, 
Telang says. He also suggests 
seminars to help staffers 
understand the risks that even 
legitimate-looking emails can 
present.

Some of the scams aim at 
monitoring a user's key-
strokes. So anyone accessing a 
company or personal account 
of any sort can be giving a 
criminal access to their mon-
ey or sensitive personal data. 
One tool to prevent a bank 
account from being emptied 
or a credit card maxed out 
is to have accounts with 
multifactor authentication; 
that requires a password and a 
separate code sent to a differ-
ent device and that is different 
for each login.

( Joyce Rosenberg is a busi-
ness writer for the Associated 
Press.)

south of Interstate Highway 
70 in Clark County.

Members interested in 
running for the co-op board 
should contact the office 
during normal business hours 
to verify they reside within an 
open representative district. If 
they are eligible, those inter-
ested may receive a petition 
packet including the neces-
sary information one would 
need to learn more about the 
role of the co-op director — 
including a checklist with fur-
ther eligibility requirements.

Board petitions require 
the signatures of 15 EnerStar 
members who live in the can-
didate’s Voting District. All 

members signing petitions 
must have an original mem-
bership card on file and must 
be currently receiving electric-
ity from the cooperative.

According to EnerStar’s 
Kim Stewart, petition packets 
can be picked up at the Ener-
Star headquarters in Paris be-
ginning Dec. 13, 2019. They 
may also be sent via mail or 
email by calling the coopera-
tive office at 800-635-4145.

Completed petitions may 
be turned in to the coopera-
tive office from Jan. 13, 2020 
to Jan. 28, 2020. Candidates 
should also provide a short 
biographical sketch — 250 
words or less — and a digital 
photo to be published with 
the annual meeting notice. 
Candidates’ names will ap-

pear on the ballot in the order 
in which the nominating peti-
tions are filed.

Candidates should also 
make plans to attend the 2020 
Annual Meeting of Members 
on Saturday, March 28, in the 
Crestwood School gym in 
Paris.

EnerStar Electric Coop-
erative is committed to pro-
viding superior service based 
on four core principles — in-
tegrity, accountability, inno-
vation and commitment to 
community. The co-op serves 
more than 5,248 electric me-
ters over 1,497 miles of line in 
parts of Clark, Coles, Doug-
las, Edgar and Vermilion 
counties. 

For more information visit 
www.enerstar.com.

“I’ll be working with the 
big box stores,” said Steele. 
“Somebody can buy from 
Lowe’s or Menard’s and bring 
it here for warranty work.”

New product lines sold at 
the Chrisman store include 
World Lawn zero-turn mow-

ers, two-cycle and four-cycle 
products from Maruyama and 
MTD mowers.

“I will continue to service 
all of the Big Dog products 
Mark sold,” said Steele. 

Something Steele believes 
contributes to his success is 
an ability to troubleshoot and 
diagnose a problem in order 
to provide a satisfactory fix 

for customers. One of his 
biggest satisfactions is when 
somebody brings in a mower 
another service claimed was 
fixed and he finds the real 
problem.

“I’ve been told we are a 
dying breed,” said Steele. “It’s 
hard to find somebody who 
wants to learn to do this. It 
is not just changing parts. 

There is a lot of diagnostics 
involved.”

Steele kept the M&M 
Mower phone number of 217-
269-2222 and the business 
hours are 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. Saturday 
is by appointment for now al-
though Steele may open some 
on Saturdays when the mow-
ing season gets closer. 



The gifts don’t have to be 
something sweet. The spice 
rub recipe is perfect the guy 
or gal who loves to smoke or 
barbeque. It works on chick-
en, pork or beef. I’ve even 
sprinkled it on fresh vege-
tables before grilling them, 
including ears of corn.

My Mom loved anything 
nutty so I enjoyed making 
peanut brittle each year for 
her. The any nut brittle recipe 
I’m sharing is the opportu-
nity to use any leftover nuts 
before they go rancid and 
have to be pitched. I’ve never 
used corn nuts or pine nuts 
but if you’re doing any baking 
at all, then I’m sure there are 

pecans, walnuts and peanuts 
in your freezer.

Every year, countless 
retailers roll out newfangled 
holiday food gifts — choco-
lates, candies, baking mixes, 
all festively packaged but at a 
pretty steep price. 

No one knows your loved 
ones’ taste preferences as well 
as you do, which is why you 
might want to do your hol-
iday shopping in your own 
kitchen and pantry this year. 

Once your treats are done, 
stop by a local dollar store 
and pick up attractive trays or  
boxes. It will make your gift 
extra special.

(Nancy Zeman is the 
part-owner and publisher of 
The Prairie Press. Email her at 
nzeman@prairiepress.net.)
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Puzzles

Across

1. Relay mail delivery
4. Quamash (var. spelling)
10. Egg on
14. Always, in verse
15. Functional
16. Coastal raptor
17. One of three equal parts
19. “Darn it all!”
20. “___ on Down the Road”
21. Santa’s reindeer, e.g.
22. Auditory
23. Undetectable bomber
25. Do, for example
26. Cantankerous
27. “I do,” for one
30. Persia, now
31. Complain
34. In perfect condition
35. Encyclopedia, e.g. (2 wds)
39. The “B” of N.B., Latin
40. Bow
41. “Cast Away” setting
42. Calypso offshoot
43. Certain tribute
48. Attempt
49. Scottish wind instrument
51. Fine-grained sedimentary rock 
used as fertilizer
52. Cold shower?
55. Length x width, for a rectangle
56. Advocate
57. Science of liquids in motion
59. Caddie’s bagful
60. Upper-story bay windows sup-
ported by brackets
61. Deception
62. “B.C.” cartoonist
63. Be a snitch
64. “Absolutely!”

Down

1. Can’t stand
2. Freshen
3. Indonesian dagger with a scalloped 
edge

4. Nod, maybe
5. English race place
6. Sports event in which teams compete 
to win
7. Not much (2 wds)
8. ___ gin fizz
9. Cast
10. Famous Am. Apache Indian chief
11. Handel bars
12. Designed for defense against armored 
vehicles
13. Downward slope
18. Accommodate
24. Harp’s cousin
27. Any of various periwinkles
28. “___ bitten, twice shy”
29. Garden intruder
32. “-zoic” things

33. Eat like a bird
35. Stop on the way (2 wds)
36. Equipment that makes a 
photo bigger
37. Weakest
38. “Lulu” opera composer
39. Atomic number 83
44. Girasol, e.g.
45. In a jaunty manner
46. Coin
47. Come-ons
49. Military wear
50. Ever (2 wds)
52. Attempt
53. Vega’s constellation
54. Cut, maybe
58. “It’s no ___!”

CROSSWORD

CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

ZEMAN
FROM PAGE 1B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – For 
those who have not gotten a 
flu shot, it is not too late.  

Illinois Department of 
Public Health (IDPH) Di-
rector Ngozi Ezike urges ev-
eryone six months and older 
who has not been vaccinated 
to get their flu shot this week.

“The holiday season is in 
full swing, which can mean 

holiday parties with friends, 
family gatherings, or crowds 
of shoppers all looking for 
that perfect gift,” said Ezike. 
“Being in close quarters with 
many different people makes 
it easier for flu to spread.

Getting a flu shot is not 
only a matter of self protec-
tion but it also protects oth-
ers who may be more vulner-
able to serious flu illness. 

While it is difficult to pre-

dict how severe or how long 
the flu season will be, Illinois 
is seeing an increase in flu ac-
tivity similar to previous flu 
seasons.  Flu activity most 
commonly peaks between 
December and February and 
can last as late as May.

In addition to getting the 
flu vaccine, IDPH recom-
mends following the 3 C’s: 
clean, cover and contain.
Clean – clean hands 

frequently by washing with 
soap and warm water.
Cover – cover all coughs 

and sneezes. 
Contain – contain germs 

by staying home if sick.
Flu viruses spread when 

people with flu cough, 
sneeze, or talk. Flu usually 
comes on suddenly. People 
who have the flu often feel 
some or all of the following 
symptoms:

It still is not too late to get a flu shot
fever or feeling feverish/

chills 
cough
runny or stuffy nose
muscle or body aches
headaches
fatigue (tiredness)
vomiting and diarrhea 

(more common in children 
than adults)

Several studies have found 
that flu vaccination can re-
duce the severity of illness in 
people who get vaccinated, 
but still get sick.

Influenza antiviral drugs 

can be a second line of de-
fense for people who get sick 
with the flu. Many studies 
have found that in addition 
to lessening the duration and 
severity of symptoms, anti-
viral drugs can prevent flu 
complications.  

To find a location to get a 
flu shot, check with a person-
al health care provider or lo-
cal health department. There 
is also an online vaccine find-
er. More information about 
influenza can be found at 
www.dph.illinois.gov. 

ANY NUT BRITTLE. 

Ingredients
1 cup sugar
1 cup light corn syrup
1 1/2 cups lightly toasted and 

crushed nuts (I used maca-
damia, pine, and corn nuts, 
but try any nut you like)

Combine the sugar and corn 
syrup in a heavy bottomed pot. 
Cook over medium heat, stirring 
often, until the sugar has 
dissolved. Turn the heat up to 
high and cook until the bubbles 
get smaller and the mixture 
turns a light amber color, about 
10 minutes. Stir in the nuts and 
cook for 1 more minute. Quickly 
pour the mixture onto a baking 

pan lined with a silicone baking 
sheet (or buttered parchment 
paper) and spread it out evenly 
with a spatula or wooden spoon. 
The mixture cools quickly so 
work fast. Let cool and break 
into pieces.

HOT CHOCOLATE MIX

Ingredients
1/4 cup granulated sugar
4 pinches salt
1/2 cup unsweetened cocoa 

powder
1/2 cup instant dried milk
1/4 cup shaved semisweet 

chocolate
48 mini marshmallows
Four 4-ounce mason jars

Using a funnel and four 
4-ounce mason jars, layer the in-
gredients in each jar as follows: 
1 tablespoon granulated sugar, a 
pinch salt, 2 tablespoons cocoa, 
2 tablespoons instant dried milk, 
1 tablespoon shaved semisweet 
chocolate and 12 mini marsh-
mallows. Seal the jars. 

To serve: Tip the hot choc-
olate mix from 1 jar into a mug 
and top up with 1 cup boiling 
water. Mix. 

BAKLAVA TRUFFLES

Coating:
1 tablespoon butter
1 cup walnuts, chopped very fine
1 1/4 cups finely crushed shred-

ded wheat cereal
1/4 teaspoon salt

Filling:
2 tablespoons butter
2 cups walnuts
1/2 cup honey
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon salt
2 cups shredded wheat cereal

Dipping:
1/3 cup honey

For the coating: Melt the but-
ter in a skillet over medium heat, 
then add the walnuts, shredded 
wheat and salt and toast until 
the walnuts are fragrant and 
the wheat has started to brown, 

about 3 minutes. Spread out on 
a plate and refrigerate to cool 
completely. 

For the filling: Melt the butter 
in a skillet over medium heat, 
then add the walnuts and toast 
until fragrant, 5 minutes. Place 
in a food processor with the 
honey, cinnamon and salt and 
puree until a smooth nut butter 
forms, scraping down the sides 
as necessary. 

In a large bowl, crush the 
shredded wheat cereal with 
your hands, then add the walnut 
butter. Stir until combined, then 
roll into 24 small balls.

For the dipping: Microwave 
the honey until thin, 1 minute. 
Put a filling ball on the end of a 
toothpick or skewer, then dip 
into the honey and roll in the 
coating, making sure to cover 
completely. Place each truffle 
in a mini cupcake liner, and 
package in a decorative tin.
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TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
bookkeeper@prairiepress.net

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Fall/Winter Sale. Insured, Free 
estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Get ready for winter!
Fall/Winter Sale
Insured. Free estimates.
217-251-1800

Christmas Hours
The ETC. Shoppe
141 E. Court St.
Downtown Paris
Open every day til Dec 24
Mon-Sat: 9am-5pm
Sun: 1pm-5pm

The City of Paris Police 
Department is accepting 
applications for a dispatcher. 
Responsibilities include 
dispatching emergency 
personnel, answering incoming 
emergency and business calls, 
monitoring radio channels, 
entering and maintaining 
department records and logs.

The successful candidate must 
possess the ability to exercise 
sound judgment, remain calm 
under extreme pressure, the 
ability to make decisions without 
direct supervision, excellent 
verbal/written communication 
skills, the ability to organize 
work, set priorities, and handle 
multiple interruptions while 
conducting multiple tasks. 
Proficiency in Microsoft Word 
and data entry a plus. Shifts 
include nights, week-ends, and 
holidays.

Applications available at City Hall 
located at 206 S. Central Avenue. 
EOE

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Bauermeister K-9 Training
Over 40 years experience. Offers 
6 wks Beginners and Advanced 
classes $90 Starting February 2
Call 217-275-3465

3-4 Bedroom House for Rent
$700/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

Nice 2 BR, 1 Bathroom, with 
garage, no pets, references 
required, $625 + deposit
Call 217-264-1379, leave message

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Affordable Senior Housing in 
Paris, IL. Rent based on income. 
One bedroom with washer/dryer, 
pet friendly. One month free rent. 
(309) 673-2252

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

For Rent
1 bedroom house. phone 
217-463-8800. Leave message. 
$450.00/month plus deposit

Nice 1 bedroom, water, heat, and 
trash included. No Pets. $420 
dep. $420 mo.
Call 217-466-8280

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
EDGAR COUNTY   PARIS, 

ILLINOIS

CITY OF PARIS,
Plaintiff,

vs.
MICHAEL KOCHVAR; JAMES 
KOCHVAR; EDGAR COUNTY, 

AS TRUSTEE FOR THE TAXING 
DISTRICTS, BY JOSEPH B. 

MEYERS AND ASSOCIATES; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and 

NONRECORD CLAIMANTS
 Defendants. 

LIS PENDENS NOTICE AND 
NOTICE OF COMPLAINT FOR 
ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE 

AND DEMOLITION OF UNSAFE 
BUILDINGS

Notice is hereby given to 
MICHAEL KOCHVAR AND JAMES 
KOCHVAR, that a Complaint has 
been filed in the above entitled 
cause on November 19, 2019 re-
questing abatement of nuisance, 
demolition of unsafe buildings, 
and other relief.

(i) The name of the Plaintiff and 
the case number are identified 
above.

(ii) The Court in which said action 
was brought is identified above.

(iii) The names of the title holders 
of record are MICHAEL KOCHVAR 
AND JAMES KOCHVAR .

(iv) The legal description of the 
property is:

Lot No. 7 of S. C. Ewing’s 
Subdivision of the East 364.05 
feet of even width of Out Lot 
No. 152 to the City of Paris, as 
referenced by Plat recorded in 
Deed Record 106, Page 466 and 
468 of the Edgar County, Illinois 
Records, and described as the 
North 167 feet of even width of 
the East 51 1⁄2 feet of even width 
of the West 171 1⁄2 feet of said 
Out Lot No. 152 to the City of 
Paris

PREIN: 09-18-01-277-010

(v) Common address of subject 
real estate is: 510 Union Street, 
Paris, IL.

MICHAEL KOCHVAR AND 
JAMES KOCHVAR , UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS are served by 
publication of this Notice. 
Unless MICHAEL KOCHVAR AND 
JAMES KOCHVAR, OWNERS and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS file 
an answer to the Complaint in 
this case or otherwise make an 
appearance in this case on or 
before February 7, 2020, 2019, 
a default judgment may be 
entered against such MICHAEL 
KOCHVAR AND JAMES KOCHVAR 
, UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS at any 
time after that day in accordance 
with the remedies requested in 
the Complaint.

ANGELA R. BARRETT
 CIRCUIT CLERK

FRUIN & KASH
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 North Central Avenue 
Paris, IL 61944-1704 
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213
Email: service@fgklaw.net

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
EDGAR COUNTY PARIS, 

ILLINOIS
CITY OF PARIS, 

Plaintiff,

vs. 
 

DENNIS MICHAEL GARNER, 
JOSEPH E. MEYER & 

ASSOCIATES, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and 

NONRECORD
CLAIMANTS. 
Defendants.

No. 2018-MR-87

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF 
PROPERTY

A. Legal Description of Property 
to be sold:
Lot N. 103 in W.S. O’Hair’s 
Addition to the City of Paris
PREIN: 09-18-12-252-002
B. Common Address of Property 
to be sold:
304 E. Van Buren Street, Paris, 
Illinois
C. Location of Sale:
2nd Floor, Edgar County 
Courthouse
115 W. Court Street, Paris, Illinois 
61944
D. Date and Time of Sale:
Monday, January 6, 2020 at 11:00 
A. M.
E. Terms of Sale:
10% down on sale date, balance 
due upon confirmation of sale 
and closing.
F. Contact for further information 
and inspection of property:
RICHARD M. KASH, JR.
FRUIN, GARST & KASH
Attorney for the City of Paris
129 N Central Ave.
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone 217/465-4196
Fax 217/466-1213
G. Description of improvements 
on subject property:
Garage

RICHARD M. KASH, JR.
Attorney for The City of Paris

FRUIN, GARST & KASH
RICHARD M. KASH, JR.
129 N CENTRAL AVE.
PARIS, IL 61944
Telephone 217/465-4196
Fax 217/466-1213

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
EDGAR COUNTY – IN PROBATE

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF

MARY LOUISE STRIKER, 
DECEASED.

NO. 2019-P-56

NOTICE TO HEIRS AND CLAIM 
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given of the 
death of MARY LOUISE STRIKER, 
of Paris, Illinois, who died on
November 11, 2019. This includes 
notice to CHARLES HENSON and 
ROY ALLEN HENSON, whose
addresses are unknown and any 
unknown heirs of decedent. An 
Order was entered by the Court 
on
November 27, 2019, admitting the 
Will of MARY LOUISE STRIKER, 
dated September 28, 2018, to
probate appointing KENNETH 
DEAN HENSON as Independent 
Executor. Letters of Office as
Independent Executor were 
issued to KENNETH DEAN 
HENSON, 2501 Bernice Drive, 
Champaign,
Illinois 61822, whose attorney 
is E. ROBERT ANDERSON of 
Anderson Law Offices, 1204 
North Main Street, P.O. Box 10, 
Paris, Illinois 61944.

Within forty-two (42) days after 
the date of the original order of 
admitting the Will to probate any 
heir or legatee may file a petition 
with the Court to require proof of 
the Will by testimony of the wit-
nesses to the Will in open Court 
or other evidence, as provided in 
Section 6-21 of the Probate Act 
(755 ILCS 5/6-21). You also have 
the right under Section 8-1 of 
the Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/8-1) 
to contest the validity of the 
Will by filing a petition with the 
Court within six (6) months after 
admission of the Will to
probate.

Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of 
the Court at Paris, Edgar
County, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, on or 
before June 8, 2020 and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the Executor and to 
the attorney within ten (10) days 

after it has been filed.

Kenneth Dean Henson, 
Independent Executor

By:
E. Robert Anderson

Anderson Law Offices
1204 North Main Street
P.O. Box 10
Paris, Illinois 61944-0010

The Edgar County Emergency 
Telephone System Board will 
hold its annual meeting on 
Monday, December 16, 2019 at 
9am at the Paris Fire Hartley-
Taylor Training Center, 11200 
Cherry Point Rd. Paris, IL

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 
ILLINOIS

Petitioner:

SUSAN RAPHAEL KING

PUBLICATION NOTICE OF 
COURT 

DATE FOR PETITION FOR 
NAME CHANGE

A Petition to change my name 
from SUSAN RAPHAEL KING to 
SUSAN RAPHAEL BROOKS was 
filed on December 10th, 2019. 
A hearing on said Petition will 
be held on Friday, January 31, 
2020, at 10:00 A.M., at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, Illinois. 

Dated this 10th day of December, 
2019.

SUSAN RAPHAEL KING

THIS DOCUMENT PREPARED BY:
Larry B. Jones, ARDC #3122653
JONES & GRIFFIN LAW OFFICES, 
P.C.
110 E. Washington, P.O. Box 8
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone: (217)465-7525
Fax: (217)466-2230
larry@jonesgriffinlaw.com

PARIS UNION SCHOOL 
DISTRICT #95

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that sealed 
bids for GROCERY PRODUCTS 
for the 2020-2021 school year 
will be received at the Office 
of the Superintendent, Paris 
Union School District No. 95, 
300 E. Wood St, Paris, Illinois, 
on or before Friday, January 3, 
2020 when bids will be opened 
and publicly read aloud at 12:00 
P.M. Bids offered after this time 
will not be considered. The suc-
cessful bidder will be accepted 
and approved at the Board of 
Education’s Regular Meeting in 
the Superintendent’s Office on 
Monday, January 13, 2020.

Bidders must specify in their bids 
that, should their proposal be 
accepted, they bind themselves 
to furnish same.

The Board of Education reserves 
to itself the right to accept or 
reject any or all proposals for the 
above as they may deem best 
for the interests of the school 
district.

Kevin Knoepfel, President
Board of Education

PARIS UNION SCHOOL 
DISTRICT #95

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that sealed 
bids for diesel fuel and unleaded 
gasoline for the 2020-2021 
school year will be received at 
the Office of the Superintendent, 
Paris Union School District No. 
95, 300 E. Wood St, Paris, Illinois, 
on or before Friday, January 3, 
2020 when bids will be opened 
and publicly read aloud at 12:00 
P.M. Bids offered after this time 
will not be considered. The suc-
cessful bidder will be accepted 
and approved at the Board of 
Education’s Regular Meeting in 
the Superintendent’s Office on 
Monday, January 13, 2020.

Bidders must specify in their bids 
that, should their proposal be 
accepted, they bind themselves 
to furnish same.

The Board of Education reserves 
to itself the right to accept or 
reject any or all proposals for the 
above as they may deem best 
for the interests of the school 
district.

Kevin Knoepfel, President
Board of Education

PARIS COOPERATIVE HIGH 

SCHOOL 

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that sealed 
bids for GROCERY PRODUCTS for 
the 2020-2021 school year will 
be received at the Office of the 
Superintendent, 300 E. Wood St, 
Paris, Illinois, on or before Friday, 
January 3, 2020 when bids will be 
opened and publicly read aloud at 
12:00 P.M. Bids offered after this 
time will not be considered. The 
successful bidder will be accept-
ed and approved at the Board of 
Education’s Regular Meeting in 
the Superintendent’s Office on 
Monday, January 13, 2020.

Bidders must specify in their bids 
that, should their proposal be 
accepted, they bind themselves 
to furnish same.

The Board of Education reserves 
to itself the right to accept or 
reject any or all proposals for the 
above as they may deem best 
for the interests of the school 
district.

Keith Trogdon, President
Board of Education

PARIS COOPERATIVE HIGH 
SCHOOL 

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that sealed 

bids for diesel fuel and unleaded 
gasoline for the 2020-2021 
school year will be received at 
the Office of the Superintendent, 
300 E. Wood St, Paris, Illinois, 
on or before Friday, January 3, 
2020 when bids will be opened 
and publicly read aloud at 12:00 
P.M. Bids offered after this time 
will not be considered. The suc-
cessful bidder will be accepted 
and approved at the Board of 
Education’s Regular Meeting in 
the Superintendent’s Office on 
Monday, January 13, 2020.

Bidders must specify in their bids 
that, should their proposal be 
accepted, they bind themselves 
to furnish same.

The Board of Education reserves 
to itself the right to accept or 
reject any or all proposals for the 
above as they may deem best 
for the interests of the school 
district.

Keith Trogdon, President
Board of Education

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!

**ONLINE AUCTION**
JOHN & JANE CHEESEWRIGHT OF DANA, IN.

Downsizing! (Part 2)
TIME & DETAILS COMING SOON!!!

Click “online bidding” calliebaberauction.com 

HOUSE FOR SALEHOUSE FOR SALE
22298 N. Hwy 1  • Marshall, IL

3 Bedroom, 2 1/2 bath, approx. 1700 sq. ft. 
with working wood fireplace, 2 car 

attached garage and deck on the back.
Asking $145,000

Call (217) 826-3100 to view this home

HOUSE FOR SALEHOUSE FOR SALE

NOW HIRING!!!
Field Technician

South Eastern Illinois Territory
Altorfer Ag Products is looking for an experienced 
Field Technician to cover the South Eastern Illinois 

Territory1 Covers the following counties: Edgar, 
Douglas, Coles and Clark. Perform in field service 
and repairs on Terragators, Rogators, Claas Lexion 
Combines, Challenger tractors, and other CAT Ag 

products. Troubleshoot and repair  hydraulic, 
electrical and all other systems.

Come work for a stable company that values your 
hard work, offers amazing benefits and 

advancement opportunities!
Apply: at http://careers-altorfer.icims.com and 

search for Field Technician, Ag, Req No: 2019-3345

An Equal Opportunity Employer/M-F-D-V

FOR SALE
110 Sheriff, Paris, IL

Approx. 650 sq.ft., $29,000
IMMEDIATE POSSESSION

CALL 217-317-1855

101 N. Central Ave. • Paris, IL • 217-921-3216  • www.prairiepress.net
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ORDINANCE APPROVING TAX LEVY FOR 2019

   AN ORDINANCE  PROVIDING FOR THE ANNUAL TAX LEVY FOR THE PARIS COM-
MUNITY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT SITUATED IN EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
FOR 2019.

   BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Trustees of the Paris Community Fire Protection 
District in Edgar County, Illinois.

SECTION I

   That there shall be levied and collected and there is hereby levied for the purpose of 
defraying and paying of necessary obligations and expenses of Paris Community Fire Pro-
tection District in Edgar County, Illinois, for the year 2019 upon all of the taxable property 
within the District for the following amounts for the purposes hereinafter set forth, and for 
said purposes appropriations have heretofore been duly made in all respects as required 
by law, by virtue of a Combined Annual Budget and Appropriation Ordinance of said Fire 
Protection District, which Ordinance is dated the ____th day of _________ 2019.

CORPORATE FUND:

1. Salaries    45,000.00
2. Payroll Taxes        9,000.00
3. Maintenance- Building     15,000.00
4. Maintenance- Vehicles     50,000.00
5. Maintenance- Equipment    25,000.00
6. Maintenance- Grounds       5,000.00
7. Telephone        4,500.00
8. Utilities      13,000.00
9. Travel         4,000.00
10. Training        1,700.00
11. Postage           150.00
12. Trash Removal          400.00
13. Printing        1,500.00
14. Accounting      12,000.00
15. Legal        2,500.00
16. Other Professional Services       1,000.00
17. Dues        1,500.00
18. Communications     20,000.00
19. Contracts      70,000.00
20. Office Supplies       2,000.00
21. Gasoline/Diesel     15,000.00
22. Operating Supplies     30,000.00
23.Publications           500.00
24. Miscellaneous and Contingent        5,000.00
25. Equipment                   10,348.21

TOTAL CORPORATE TAX LEVY               344,098.21

INSURANCE FUND: 

1.  Workman's Compensation  Insurance   16,000.00
2. Liability Insurance     20,000.00
3. General Insurance     15,000.00

TOTAL INSURANCE TAX LEVY    51,000.00

TOTAL ALL LEVIES:                              395,098.21
SECTION II

 The Secretary of said Fire Protection District shall file with the County Clerk of 
Edgar County, Illinois, a duly certified copy of this Ordinance, in order that such taxes 
maybe duly levied and collected according to the Statues of the State of Illinois in such 
cases made and provided.

SECTION III

 This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after the date of its 
passage and approval.

 Passed this ___ day ________, 2019.

CERTIFICATE
 I, Ben G. Lueken, do hereby certify that I am duly appointed and acting Secre-
tary of the Paris Community Fire Protection District, Edgar County, Illinois, and that the 
above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of the Tax Levy for 2019 duly passed by 
the Board of Trustees of the Paris Community Fire Protection District.

House For Sale 
This property located at 505 Railroad in 

Vermilion, Illinois is a 1,667 sq. ft. 
one-story home with a half basement, 

detached 1-car garage, and a fully equipped 
woodworking shop behind the house.  House 
consists of a living room, dining room, kitch-
en, utility room, 3 bedrooms, 1 bathroom, and 

bonus room.  All appliances 
and contents of shop remain with the house. 
House has newer windows and vinyl siding. 
 Contact Jones & Griffin Law Offices at 

(217) 465-7525 for viewing.

Excess Equipment
1. Tilting Skillet- Like new (used only couple times) - purchased for 
new kitchen - $15,000
2. Chain Link Fencing - Like new - removed when basketball/softball 
diamond size was reduced - includes both 6’ fencing and poles - 
estimate 300’ of total fence.
3. Double Pane Glass Panels - Removed from sound booth in theater 
per request of users as hard to hear performances on stage. Various 
pieces in different sizes. Probably not worth much as can’t cut to fit 
needs due to seal.
4. Planer - From 1960’s and brought over from former high school - 
safety pieces have been removed and machine modified - heavy duty 
- value estimate - $200
5. Table Saw - From 1960’s and brought over from former high 
school - safety pieces have been removed and machine modified - 
heavy duty - value estimate - $200
6. Dust Collector System - Came new with CNC router - complete 
system still in box with motor, duct work, collector drum, etc. Not 
needed because have facility dust collector system in room. 
Value - $5, 000

Contact Jeremy Larson at jlarson@Paris95.k12.il.us to place any offers

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Freida Hicks, former ex-
ecutive director of the Edgar 
County Housing Authority, 
raised the issue of wrongful 
dismissal, during the Nov. 
27 Edgar County Board 
meeting. 

Hicks alleged she was 
abruptly dismissed in order 
for the housing authority 
board to return the retired 
executive director, who 
was working for the hous-
ing authority in a different 
position, into the director’s 
job. Other allegations Hicks 
raised included illegal meet-
ings and violations of the 
open meetings act by board 
members.

County board members 
promised to look into the 
matter and Hicks attended 
the Dec. 9 study session to 
ask about progress.

County board chairman 
said he had talked with 
some of the housing author-
ity board members and Ed-
gar County State’s Attorney 
Mark Isaf about the issue.

“We are concerned about 
how board members han-
dled themselves,” said Voigt, 
but he added a caveat.

As Voigt understands the 
situation, the county board 
cannot undo Hicks’ dis-
missal because she was an 
employee of the housing au-
thority and not the county. 
Nor can the county board 
interject itself into the hous-
ing authority because that 

County board cannot intervene with 
employee/housing authority dispute

body has its own legal counsel 
and apparently acted under that 
attorney’s guidance. 

He added the county board’s 
role is similar to the relation-
ship that body has with the 
Edgar County Mental Health 
Board and the Edgar County 
Emergency Telephone System 
Board. The county board only 
approves the recommended 
appointments of board mem-
bers but has no oversight role in 
operations or authority to make 
decisions for those bodies.

“I have some concerns about 
how things were done,” said 
county board member Karl 
Farnham Jr. “I don’t agree that 
we sit back and say we can’t do 
anything.” 

Farnham’s position was 
backed by board member Dan 
Bruner.

“If we appoint the board 
members, we should have a 
say,” said Bruner, although 
board member Andy Patrick 
reiterated the county board 
does not appoint housing au-
thority board members but 
only approves those who are 
suggested to serve.

The next step in the issue was 
not immediately clear.

“I assume the only power we 
have is appointing a whole new 
board,” said board member 
Derrick Lorenzen. “This board 
is concerned but we may be 
limited on what we can do.”

County board member John 
Chittick suggested Hicks best 
course is to pursue her com-
plaint with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban 

Development 
“The housing authority is 

funded by HUD – not the 
county,” said Chittick. “Who-
ever controls the purse strings 
is probably the final authority.”

Voigt pledged the county 
board will continue to monitor 
the situation and act where it 
can legally do so. 

During the action portion of 
the Wednesday, Dec. 11, coun-
ty board meeting approval was 
given to a plan that reimburses 
animal shelter employees called 
out after hours. Bruner advo-
cated for this change claiming it 
is not right to expect people to 
work off the clock when deal-
ing with a situation that occurs 
when the shelter is closed.

Animal shelter employees 
will take turns being on call 
for after hours response, but 
only for emergency situations 
which the policy defines as dog 
bites, serious injuries to a dog 
or police related dog removals. 
A missing dog or a dog running 
loose do not qualify as emer-
gencies and a control officer 
will not respond to those situ-
ations.

Given the emergency nature 
of the calls, the animal shelter 
employee will not act until a 
deputy, or other law enforce-
ment, is on the scene to pro-
vide protection. Bruner will 
talk with Sheriff Jeff Wood and 
Paris Police Chief Eric Brown 
about coordinating response. 

Each emergency call out will 
result in a $35 payment to the 
shelter employee answering the 
call. 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – Small 
schools in the future, if they 
exist, won’t be the same as how 
many adult Edgar County resi-
dents remember.

Chrisman junior high and 
high school principal Cole 
Huber discussed that future 
with school board members 
Thursday, Dec. 12. A problem 
for small schools is attracting 
enough teachers to offer a cur-
riculum with numerous elec-
tives instead of just the basic 
required classes. 

He said the Illinois State 
Board of Education is promot-
ing virtual learning opportuni-
ties as a way to make more elec-
tives available for rural schools, 
although it will be available to 
all schools.

“They just released this mas-
sive catalog,” said Huber, not-
ing the offerings include a wide 
variety of foreign language, 
advanced classes and AP class-
es. “They (classes) are costly 
– $150 to $300 per semester. 
Some students may hesitate 
when they see those prices.”

Huber asked board mem-
bers to consider picking up 
some of the expense to make 
it more affordable for students. 
He did not have an exact pro-
posal Thursday night but did 
want the board to know he is 
thinking about this as an op-
tion for high school students.

“I don’t have a problem ex-
ploring that to give the kids 
more opportunity,” said board 
member Cory Chaney. “I’m 

School board asked to think about future
all for being able to offer AP 
classes.”

Board member Karen Web-
ster had a favorable reaction to 
looking at the possibilities. She 
said Chrisman High School 
needs more electives in the 
curriculum. Her son faced a 
situation this year where there 
were no classes he wanted to 
take during one period in the 
day. She said he opted for an 
independent study class. 

One suggestion was do-
ing something similar to the 
nursing occupation curricu-
lum open to students through 
Horizon Health. Students 
pay part and the district pays 

part, although board mem-
bers wanted a more concrete 
budget of what expenses might 
come with virtual learning.

Huber said the next step is 
to pull some of the classes from 
the catalog and see how many 
students are interested in tak-
ing advantage of the opportu-
nity.

“They will have to under-
stand that this is at a college 
pace,” said Huber. “They will 
have to do the work on their 
own. There won’t be anybody 
there to hold their hand.”

Special education is an is-
sue Huber sees as needing 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

BROCTON – People not 
paying water bills concerns 
Brocton village trustee Chris-
tie Richards.

She reported during the 
Wednesday, Dec. 11, village 
board meeting that two village 
residents are not paying their 
bills in full. She said one turns 
the water back on after the vil-
lage shuts it off at the meter.

Trustee Marshel Murphy 
had a simple solution.

“We’ll take the meter out 
until it gets paid,” said Murphy, 
adding he and a village em-
ployee will pull the meter.

Richards found the other 
resident’s response reprehen-
sible because he was abusive to 
the village treasurer, both ver-
bally and through texts.

“I’ve read the texts, and they 
are unacceptable,” said Rich-
ards. “Nobody should be treat-
ed that way. What are we going 
to do about it?”

Village president Dennis 
Cary said action was already 
taken in that matter.

A rumor brought a village 
resident to the meeting. She 
claimed to have heard from a 
board member the village was 
going to ban pit bulls, adding 
when she was walking her pet, 
the husband of trustee Debbie 
Porter asked if it was a mean 
dog.

The accusation surprised 
board members. 

“It’s not an issue for us,” said 
Cary. “It has never been dis-
cussed at the table.” 

 A discussion about disor-
derly patrons and the con-
sumption of alcohol outside 
Wild Willy’s Bar was continued 
from the November meeting.

The owner of the business 
said he has placed new signs 
both inside and outside the es-
tablishment stating alcohol can 
only be consumed inside the 
building. He noted the busi-
ness also has a package retail 

side and while he tries, it is not 
always possible to spot people 
opening a six-pack after leaving 
the bar.

He acknowledged calling 
the sheriff when patrons be-
come disorderly and refuse 
to leave. It sends a message to 
other customers that such be-
havior is not tolerated.

He also wanted to address 
a statement made during the 
board discussion that bartend-
ers should know when to stop 
serving an inebriated person. 
He said all of his bartenders 
have completed such training 
and do refuse to serve when 
the occasion calls for it.

Cary thanked him for com-
ing to the meeting, adding he 
felt better about the situation 
after having discussed it with 
the business owner following 
the November meeting.

“I think some of the stories 
got escalated, but I wanted to 
make sure things were taken 
care of,” said Cary.

Pay up or lose water service

See CHRISMAN, Page 12B
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Special to The Prairie Press
The Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary makes a donation to Shop with a Cop. Front row, left to 
right, Officer Cody Jewell, Martha Haddix, Mary Ann McClarey, Officer Toby Krabel, Judy Quinn, 
Sgt. Phillip Kohlenberg, Freida Hicks, Gail Dailey and Phyllis Spencer. Back row, left to right, 
Delores Warmouth, Sharon Evans, Billie Thomas and Shelia Hewitt. 

Special to The Prairie Press
The Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary makes a donation to the Paris Ministerial Fellowship. Front 
row, left to right, Phyllis Spencer, Martha Haddix, Mary Ann McClarey, John Youngblood for the 
ministerial alliance, Judy Quinn, Gail Dailey and Freida Hicks. Second row, Delores Warmouth, 
Sharon Evans, Billie Thomas and Shelia Hewitt. 

Special to The Prairie Press

The Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary makes a donation to Christmas for Kids. Front row, left 
to right, Debbie Ford of Christmas for Kids, Martha Haddix, Mary Ann McClarey, Dawn Kirby for 
Christmas for Kids, Judy Quinn, Gail Dailey and Freida Hicks. Back row, left to right, Delores War-
mouth, Phyllis Spencer, Sharon Evans, Billie Thomas, Shelia Hewitt and Jane Dennison. 

Special to The Prairie Press

The Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary makes a donation to the Compassionate Food Pantry. Front 
row, left to right, Delores Warmouth, Martha Haddix, Mary Ann McClarey, Gladys Frost for the food 
pantry, Judy Quinn and Gail Dailey. Second row, from left, Phyllis Spencer, Billie Thomas, Shelia 
Hewitt and Freida Hicks. 

Special to The Prairie Press

The Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary makes a donation to 4-H. Front row, from left to right, Mar-
tha Haddix, Mary Ann McClarey, Brad Cash for 4-H, Judy Quinn, Gail Dailey and Phyllis Spencer. 
Second row, from left, Delores Warmouth, Billie Thomas, Shelia Hewitt and Freida Hicks. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Members of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Auxiliary work 
hard all year raising money to 
support community causes. 
Distribution of some of that 

largess occurred Tuesday, 
Dec. 10, with gifts to Shop 
with a Cop, Edgar County 
4-H, the Paris Ministerial Fel-
lowship, Christmas for Kids 
and the Compassionate Food 
Pantry.

Donations were also made 
to the Community Nurse 
Association, Faith in Action 
and the Salvation Army but 
representatives of those orga-
nizations were unavailable for 
the photos. 

VFW Auxiliary makes donations

addressed sooner than later. 
He said during the 2011-2012 
school year the junior high 
and high school building had 
30 students in the special ed-
ucation classrooms, with two 
qualified special education 
teachers. Currently, there are 
44 students but still two teach-
ers. His projections are the 
special education number will 
hover around 44 students for 
at least the next four years.

Huber made board mem-
bers aware the school’s special 

education teachers are over the 
caseload number recommend-
ed by the Regional Office of 
Education.

“We are in a teacher short-
age, but we may need to hire a 
special education teacher,” said 
Huber.

Interim superintendent Jim 
Acklin added the real chal-
lenge to solving this problem 
is actually finding a teacher. 
That brought up another issue 
for Huber who said at a recent 
meeting of small school prin-
cipals there was talk of using 
signing bonuses to get teachers. 

“I’m not advocating that, 

CHRISMAN
FROM PAGE 11B

but it is what our competi-
tion is starting to do,” said 
Huber. 

Chaney asked if the state 
mandated minimum teach-
er salary of $40,000 will 
help with attracting candi-
dates. Huber said it won’t 
hurt in recruiting efforts, 
noting one of the teaching 
candidates rejected the job 
offer because the pay was 
too low.

“My concern is the min-
imum will cause the bigger 
districts to offer even more 
and we still won’t be able to 
get teachers,” said Huber. 

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Crestwood Community 
Unit District 4 school district 
received a clean audit, board 
members learned during the 
board’s monthly meeting 
Wednesday,Dec. 11, at Crest-
wood School.

Auditor James Motley re-
viewed the annual audit re-
port with the board members, 
noting the district once again 
earned the recognition grade 
from the Illinois State Board 
of Education.

Following the audit report, 
the board approved the 2019 
tax levy, based on an estimat-
ed equalized assessed valua-
tion (EAV) of $125 million. 

The board also approved 
the 2020-2021 school cal-
endar with the school year 

beginning with a teacher in-
stitute on Wednesday, Aug. 
12, and the first day of class-
es on Thursday, Aug. 13. The 
first full day of classes will be 
Monday, Aug. 17.

Crestwood Superintendent 
of Schools Danette Young 
noted the calendar includes 
an early dismissal at 2:35 p.m. 
on the third Wednesday of 
every month for staff devel-
opment. School will dismiss 
at 2:35 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 
18, 2020, for the holiday vaca-
tion. Teachers will report for 
institute on Monday, Jan. 4, 
2021, with students returning 
Tuesday, Jan. 5, 2021.

The board also:
•Approved on second 

reading several board poli-
cies as recommended by the 
Illinois School Board Associ-

ation.
•Approved the Worker’s 

Compensation Insurance 
Renewal with the Weis Insur-
ance Agency.

•Heard the 5 Essentials 
Survey will be administered 
to all fourth through eighth 
grade students. Staff mem-
bers and parents will also take 
the survey.

•Offered congratulations 
to the seventh grade girls bas-
ketball team for their success-
ful season, winning the IESA 
Class 2A state championship 
Thursday, Dec. 12.

•Offered congratulations 
to the eighth grade girls bas-
ketball team for winning the 
IESA Class 2A sectional. The 
girls play Winchester at 10 
a.m. today in the state tourna-
ment.

Crestwood receives clean audit

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Paris Union School District 
95 students will receive at 
least one early dismissal every 
month during the next school 
year, following the adoption 
of the 2020-2021 school cal-
endar by the Paris school 
board Monday, Dec. 9, at its 
monthly meeting.

Paris 95 Superintendent 
of Schools Jeremy Larson 
explained the district works 
closely with Crestwood Su-
perintendent of Schools 
Danette Young in preparing 
the school calendar for both 
districts as well as Paris High 
School.

Larson said Young asked if 

staff collaboration could be 
included and he agreed. Stu-
dents will be dismissed at 2:35 
p.m. on the third Wednes-
day of each month. Paris 95 
teachers already meet in their 
teams, “but we will definitely 
take advantage of the addi-
tional time,” he said.

The new calendar calls 
for teachers to report for 
the 2020-2021 school year 
Wednesday, Aug. 12. Half-day 
classes for students with early 
dismissal is Aug. 13-14. The 
first full day of school is Mon-
day, Aug. 17, 2020. 

The holiday vacation begins 
with early dismissal Friday, 
Dec. 18. Teachers will report 
for institute on Monday, Jan. 

4, 2021, with students return-
ing Tuesday, Jan. 5, 2021.

At Larson’s recommenda-
tion, the board hired the Kem-
per CPA Group, LLP, which 
previously completed the 
district and Paris High School 
audits. 

Larson explained Larsson, 
Woodyard and Henson of 
Paris, who completed this 
year’s audit for PHS and Paris 
95, is discontinuing offering 
school district audits.

The school board moved 
into executive session follow-
ing the short meeting to com-
plete a self-evaluation and dis-
cuss Larson’s evaluation. No 
action was taken following the 
executive session.

School gets out early in new schedule

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

DECATUR — The Illinois 
Department of Children and 
Family Services (DCFS) has 
announced a new program to 
provide smoke alarms to fam-
ilies served by the department 
if they do not have a working 
smoke alarm in their home. 

Families served by DCFS 
may now request smoke 
alarms from their casework-

er; and caseworkers will now 
have access to a supply of 
smoke alarms when visiting 
families.

According to the National 
Fire Protection Association:

•Three out of five home 
fire deaths result from fires in 
properties without working 
smoke alarms.

•More than one-third (38 
percent) of home fire deaths 
result from fires in which no 
smoke alarms are present.

•The risk of dying in a 
home fire is cut in half in 
homes with working smoke 
alarms.

“Fire prevention experts 
have documented that smoke 
alarms save lives,” said Illinois 
DCFS Acting Director Marc 
Smith. “The department is 
committed to doing every-
thing we can to protect Illi-
nois children, and ensuring 
that every family we serve has 
a working smoke alarm is one 

more step we are taking to 
ensure families and children 
are safe.” Families served by 
DCFS may request smoke 
alarms from their caseworker 
or call their local field office 
directly to request one. 

“Half of home heating 
fires are reported during the 
months of December, Janu-
ary and February,” said DCFS 
Regional Administrator Ma-
ria Miller. “With the launch of 
this program we have already 
distributed 15 smoke alarms 
to Macon County families, 
and with this program all 
caseworkers statewide can 
quickly provide smoke alarms 
to the families we work with. 
This is one more initiative to 
keep children safe – a top pri-
ority of our work.”

Illinois law requires every 
household to have smoke 
alarms within 15 feet of every 
bedroom and at least one on 
each floor of the home.

New program to provide free smoke 
alarms to families served by DCFS

If 

didn’t tell you … 

WHO  
WOULD?
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